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Tuesday 7 July 2020 
  

Change to arrangements for schools at the 
start of Term 3 

 

  

 

 

Dear colleagues, 

  

As you would be aware, the Victorian Government today made a series of significant announcements 

about the introduction of new measures across metropolitan Melbourne and Mitchell Shire to reduce 

the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19). 

  

These include announcements about a change to arrangements for schools at the start of Term 3. 

 

It is important to note that these new announcements apply only to schools in metropolitan Melbourne 

and Mitchell Shire (see here for a list of LGAs in metropolitan Melbourne and here for a list of all 

schools in metropolitan Melbourne and Mitchell Shire). 

  

These announcements do not apply to schools in regional and rural Victoria, other than those in 

Mitchell Shire. Schools in those areas will continue to operate as normal from the start of Term 3 on 

Monday 13 July. 

  

The new arrangements for schools in metropolitan Melbourne and Mitchell Shire are as follows: 

 

1. There will be five pupil-free days from Monday 13 to Friday 17 July for all students except for the 

following: 

 Students enrolled in Years 11 and 12 
 Students in Year 10 enrolled in a VCE study, for VCE lessons 
 Students enrolled in specialist schools 
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These students will all attend on-site from Monday 13 July. 

 

2. Teachers and staff not involved in on-site teaching from Monday 13 to Friday 17 July will attend on 

site to: 

 prepare for a possible move to remote and flexible learning from Monday 20 July; 

 provide a program of care and supervision for those students whose parents/carers cannot 

work from home and for vulnerable students. 

The new arrangements are designed to give our health experts additional time to assess the situation in 

these communities. 

  

I know that this may mean uncertainty and another period of dislocation for you, your students and your 

communities. 

  

However, these steps have been identified as critical measures to protect the safety of all of us. 

  

The enhanced cleaning of schools and the provision of personal hygiene supplies including hand 

sanitiser will continue. 

  

A revised Operations Guide will be available later this week to provide further detailed advice, as well 

as communications for you to share with your school community. 

  

Thank you in anticipation for the way in which I know you will respond to this challenge. 
 

 

David Howes 

Deputy Secretary  

Schools and Regional Services  
 

    

 

 
  

    

The Department respectfully acknowledges the Traditional Owners of 
Country throughout Victoria and pays respect to the ongoing living cultures 
of First Peoples. 
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