
JMSS Update To Community re Covid19 T3-07 
 
Dear fellow members of the JMSS Community 
 
I write with further information about changes made today at JMSS and for this week, in response to our new reality 
with Stage Four restrictions placed on Melbourne. By now you will all doubtless be aware of the implications for 
schools and the city in general, so this Update will cover off a few specifics of immediate note, in response to 
questions and ideas being posed at a rather rapid rate at the moment! 
 

1. Parent-Teacher Interviews 
 
The announcements yesterday afternoon from the Victorian Government regarding the Stage Four lockdown will 
have some implications for the planned Parent-Teacher interviews early this week. Put simply, scheduled interviews 
for today, Monday, and tomorrow, Tuesday, have had to be cancelled. This was to allow a full day of teaching today 
for all Years 11 and 12 students onsite, as it was the last day of onsite teaching for almost six weeks. Tomorrow has 
been designated as a Student-Free day for teachers to plan their return to online learning on Wednesday, so the 
retention of interviews in the afternoon would be incongruous with what the day is intended to allow. 
 
Unfortunately, Compass does not enable us to shift pre-booked interviews for today and tomorrow into the same 
timeslots on next Monday and Tuesday, August 10 and 11. Therefore parents will need to rebook those interviews. I 
apologise for this inconvenience but it cannot be helped. I hope you will all understand our predicament at the 
moment. 
 
Interviews booked on each of Wednesday, Thursday and Friday afternoon this week will proceed as planned. 
 

2. Daily Bell Times Once Online Learning Begins 
 
Many students and staff have asked about the class times once online learning begins. In short the following will 
apply: 

 We will retain the current lesson times until Tuesday of NEXT week, August 11th, which marks the 
conclusion of Parent Teacher interviews, the timing of which is linked to the current bell-times; 

 From Wednesday next week, August 12th, we will revert to the bell-times which we used for the first period 
of online learning in Term two. In this model, each day starts at 8:30am and concludes at 3:30pm. All 
lessons and breaks start and finish on the hour or half hour, there is more time allowed for breaks for 
recess and lunch, and therefore students and teachers have more ‘off-screen’ time during the day which 
we think is important. 

 
3. Student-Free Day on Tuesday 4th August 

 
Tomorrow is a student-free day for ALL students, including our Year 10s, to allow our staff to prepare for the 
transition to online classes on Wednesday. 
 
I will be putting more information out in a couple of days’ time, as further information from the Department of 
Education and Training, and the Victorian Government, comes to hand. 
 

4. Signing Off From Onsite…For Now 
 
I must admit it was sad saying goodbye to everyone at the end of today, as students and staff headed off into six 
weeks of online learning at home. The school Captains and Vice Captains all spoke to the students over the PA 
wishing them well and encouraging them all to stay the course, do their best and stay closely involved with both 
their learning as well as the activities which are being planned to keep our community together and engaged. Our 
staff will return onsite tomorrow and then most will continue to work from home. We will retain a small staff ratio 
of Principal Class Officers and Education Support Staff at school during the lockdown, with some rotation of our 
staff put in place. It will be possible for students to work at school should their home internet be inadequate, 
otherwise we expect all students to remain at home. 
 



Year 12 students will have questions about SACs and whether or not we will be allowed to run them onsite at JMSS. 
The answer to this, as well as so many other questions, we hope will be forthcoming in the next few days. 
 
In the meantime, I would like to wish all of our students well and thank all of our parents in advance for the support 
you will all no doubt give our students in the coming weeks. I promise to keep the updates coming, at least once 
per week, and certainly when there is information released which will be important for you to know. I will also keep 
the articles of interest going, they seem to be popular with many of you which is great. 
 
Please stay safe and well, and above all, together. We will all get through this if we help and support one another, 
and hopefully we will collectively grow stronger as a result. To all of our students, and especially our Year 12s, now 
is the time to consolidate. Apply yourselves to the online forum at JMSS, you know it works well. According to 
virtually all of you it was highly successful last time around, but you need to invest your time and energy as if you 
were learning in real time here at school. The Tutoring program in Year 12 studies is continuing thanks to the 
devotion and good will of our former students, so please make good use of that. We are over the half way mark 
now, and I know you will ‘bring it home’ successfully, but the next six weeks are key. Go for it and just get it done. 
Our belief in all of you is absolute. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Peter Corkill 
PRINCIPAL 
 


