
JMSS Update To Community re Covid19 T3-10 

 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS Community 

We have just completed the first full week of the Stage Four lockdown and operations seem to have 

settled into a reliable routine, all too familiar from our experiences in Term Two. It is important that we all 

progress into the routines which stood us in good stead last time. Whilst no big conclusions can yet be 

drawn from the daily infection data being shared by the government, at least the trend is downward, and 

we can only hope these latest restrictions will eventually lead to getting us all back together safely again. 

Support for Students, especially focussing on Year 12 

I am pleased to share some information from the North-East Victoria Regional Office regarding support for 

senior students at this time. Whilst the attached information is primarily targeted at Year 12 students, 

there is no reason at all why students in Years 10 or 11 could not get equal benefit from these resources. 

Dr Michael Carr - Gregg is one of Australia's highest profile psychologists. The NEVR team have organised a 

series of webinars for senior students so they may be able to find strategies to help them with their mental 

health and wellbeing. These sessions will be recorded and uploaded once they've been presented, so if 

students have their eye on a particular session and are in class at that time, they will be able to access it 

later. I have also attached a flyer regarding this opportunity which provides further information. 

https://sites.google.com/education.vic.gov.au/nevr-year12/webinars 

Further on Year 12, I attended a webinar with Deputy Secretary David Howes during the week, together 

with many other secondary Principals. The conversation did turn to Year 12, and he acknowledged 

especially the impact that the pandemic has had on their year. The conversation turned to the normal ‘rite 

of passage’ scenario for Year 12, and the significant events which usually mark their graduation, such as 

Valedictory Dinners, final assemblies and Graduation events. DET is really mindful of this and very hopeful 

that we can maintain these traditional celebrations in some way, especially if they can be changed to later 

this year or even early next year. We are certainly up for the discussion, our Year 12s and especially their 

leaders have been exceptional this year and we would all want to mark their transition from secondary 

education in a suitable and memorable way. 

SACs in Term Three 

I apologise but at this stage we still do not have definitive advice about the running of SACs onsite at JMSS 

this term. We were originally expecting the advice on Wednesday last week, now we believe Monday next 

week is the likely time for the information’s release. No doubt if these assessments are going to be allowed 

onsite at schools, there will be strict conditions applied in terms of the expected Covid19 onsite plans 

which businesses and schools all have in place at the moment. Students should be aware that these will 

probably be much stricter than those in place when we were all onsite at the start of this term. I will 

update you all once any further information comes to hand. 

International Astronomy and Physics Competition – Caitlyn Lewis Year 11 

We were excited to hear that Year 11 student Caitlyn Lewis successfully participated in the final round of 

the International Astronomy and Astrophysics Competition 2020. The International Astronomy and 

Astrophysics Competition is an independent international astronomy competition for talented and 

interested high school and university students. Caitlyn achieved outstanding results throughout the 

tournament despite very fierce competition. She was honoured with a Bronze Honour (top 20% of all 

participants). This is an outstanding achievement Caitlyn, congratulations! We are all really proud of you. 

After reading earlier in the year about your exploits as a ‘Ball Kid’ at the Australian Open tennis for many 

years, we can see you are quite an all-rounder! 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsites.google.com%2Feducation.vic.gov.au%2Fnevr-year12%2Fwebinars&data=02%7C01%7CPeter.Corkill%40education.vic.gov.au%7C50767bee19c249db919408d83f5886ed%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637328996791985629&sdata=r4YKs61HCH07EPdCZTykZtqgxGFVozdqHwnEcBjCRY8%3D&reserved=0


Student Parliament Requests 

I again met with Captains Jackson McAloon, Emmy-Lou Reeve, Charlotte Gilly and Zach Elimelich last week. 

They have asked me to impress upon all students the importance of getting involved in the many activities 

planned for this term, many of which would normally take place onsite at JMSS in more normal times. 

These are all advertised on the Parliament website. There are a number of special activities planned for 

SCIENCE Week, which indeed is NEXT week. Our grateful thanks to all of the students who have 

volunteered to get involved in planning and running these events for your colleagues, it is much 

appreciated by us all. 

The JMSS Student Diploma Lives On! 

One thing I probably need to mention to all students involves the JMSS Diploma. This is still very much alive 

and well, despite the lockdown which obviously impacts normal events in Music and Sport in a very 

tangible way. We will be making allowances for the loss of activities when we compile the points for this 

year and award all Year 12 students with their Diploma, at one of Platinum, Gold, Silver or Bronze level. So 

there are plenty of reasons for students to get involved in school life – do not allow Covid19 to be your 

excuse for not getting involved. The more people involved, the more enjoyment everyone will have. 

Please keep safe and well, and I will provide further information for you all as soon as it comes to hand. 

Finally this update is accompanied by the usual range of articles which I hope pique your interest. Some are 

pandemic-related, others are not, but I hope you find them all interesting reading. 

Best regards 

Peter Corkill 

Principal 


