
JMSS Update To Community re Covid19 T3-11 

 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS Community 

Current Events 

A busy week has just passed for JMSS. This is always a fairly hectic time for the school, with Course 

Counselling interviews for Year 10s going into Year 11 in 2021, and for Year 11s going into Year 12. These 

will continue well into next week. Once again the online forum seems to be working really well, and since 

most of us are at home at this time, the process is much more straight forward for families who do not 

have to make arrangements to meet up at school. Sincere thanks to the VCE team for their hard work in 

pulling all of this together. 

Allied with this will be the follow up interviews for prospective Year 10 students. Once again these will be 

organised online and should take place over the next few weeks. With only four weeks of term three left, 

we are hoping to finish all of this work before we all get a well-earned break in late September. 

Support for Students and Families 

I whole-heartedly recommend families book in to the webinar next week being hosted by Dr Michael Carr 

– Gregg, one of Australia's highest profile psychologists. The session is targeted primarily at senior students 

and their families, covering strategies to help with their mental health and wellbeing, organisation, and 

generally living and coping together at this particularly difficult and stressful time. I have attached a flyer 

regarding this opportunity which provides further information. 

Allied to this please also note this link, which will take you to a number of pre-recorded webinars also 

featuring Michael. https://sites.google.com/education.vic.gov.au/nevr-year12/webinars 

SACs in Term Three – A Further Update 

I had a long conversation with the President of the Victorian Secondary Principals Association during the 

week regarding the running of SACs onsite at schools. Basically the decision has been left up to schools, but 

simply put schools are permitted to run SACs onsite, but conditions stressed in each school’s Covid19 

Safety Plan MUST be adhered to. In the main this will include the following for students: 

 Strict social distancing on arrival and departure, and certainly in the SACs themselves; 

 Wearing of masks in the SACs; 

 Temperature checks on arrival and use of sanitisers; 

 Full clean of learning spaces before and after use. 

Can I use this opportunity to stress some compelling yet competing issues to you all for your consideration, 

that will doubtless shape our decision-making process: 

1. The running of SACs simply must happen. This is necessary in order to be able to authenticate each 

student’s academic performance at this time, and all of the data gained will assist with the ranking 

and other data we are compelled to provide VCAA; 

2. Our preference would be to run them onsite at JMSS, but this is clearly at odds with the reality of 

our school. We are NOT a local school, our students come from all over Melbourne to get here to 

us, and therefore the risks of the virus making its way into JMSS are higher than a local school such 

as McKinnon SC which was featured in the Age this week. As Principal, this reality weighs heavily; 

3. Hence there will be a mixture. Some SACs will run onsite, some will run offsite in students’ homes. 

The latter eventuality therefore gives rise to the honesty of all participants and the integrity of this 

process. Whilst we do indeed trust all of our students, temptation to do something silly or unwise is 

always there, so I would urge every family to have THAT conversation at home, and resolve to 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsites.google.com%2Feducation.vic.gov.au%2Fnevr-year12%2Fwebinars&data=02%7C01%7CPeter.Corkill%40education.vic.gov.au%7C50767bee19c249db919408d83f5886ed%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637328996791985629&sdata=r4YKs61HCH07EPdCZTykZtqgxGFVozdqHwnEcBjCRY8%3D&reserved=0


ensure that all SACs completed at home are done without any outside assistance, in any form, 

whatsoever. If parents can supervise them all the better! This is needed to ensure the integrity of 

the student rankings created by these SACs, as part of the data we need to send to VCAA. Our 

VCE team will be managing the process, alongside classroom teachers; 

4. The last thing our Year 12s want, and I know many are fearful of, is coming back to school in Term 

Four and walking into a ‘wall of SACs’. Whilst I understand that fear, and I am NOT saying it is going 

to happen, we have run Year 12 practice exams in the second week of the holidays here at JMSS in 

every year since Year 12 courses began here in 2012. These tasks have proven to be of enormous 

importance in preparing students for their final exams, so having a concentrated period of exam 

practice at this time of year certainly has precedent at JMSS. However, we would need to be 

convinced that the situation in Melbourne at that time was sufficiently safe to allow us to do so; 

5. What is likely to happen is a combination of onsite and off-site SACs. We will certainly get a plan 

together and let everyone know exactly what is going on, and when, this week. In the event of any 

SACs run onsite at JMSS, it would be much preferred for students to be driven to and from school. 

We will be able to provide parents a letter to explain why you are travelling, in the event you are 

asked to show cause by the authorities. These will be dated and personalised. 

Student-led Activities 

A number of special activities took place this week which was indeed SCIENCE Week, well done to all 

involved, including Sofya Shcherback, Gavin Li and the Plastic Oceans team whose work and involvement 

have both been huge! We hope you all got involved in Friday’s dress-up day and also get involved in the 

House Competition for making artwork from Recycled Plastic; 

Emily Howells and colleagues weekly Photographic Competition, with a new theme each week; 

The first JMSS Trivia Competition! will be held on the27th August (Next Thursday) we will be holding the 
first ever JMSS trivia competition during lockdown! From then on, there will be a trivia competition every 
Thursday for different topics to be chosen by students and staff. The google form to do so is on your email; 
 
Wear It Purple Day next week on Thursday August 27 – thanks to Jessica Marquis and colleagues! 

Interact’s weekly CARE packages – huge thanks to Ashika Ramaswamy and colleagues for these! 

Our grateful thanks to all of the students who have volunteered to get involved in planning and running 

these events for your colleagues, it is much appreciated by us all.  

If any students wish to use this forum to advertise your activities, I would be happy to do so, just get an 

email to me before each weekend 

FINALLY……… 

Please keep safe and well, and I will keep providing further information for you all as soon as it comes to 

hand. The data keeps improving in Victoria, and Melbourne in particular, which shows the power of 

everyone pulling together to do the right thing. It also shows what we are collectively capable of doing to 

get as close to the ‘old normal’ as soon as we can, and as best as we can. KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK – 

DOING YOUR BIT ACTUALLY MATTERS, NO MATTER HOW SMALL YOU THINK IT IS!! 

Finally, this update is accompanied by the usual range of articles which I hope pique your interest. Some 

are pandemic-related, others are not. There are some especially good articles involving women of note. 

Best regards 

Peter Corkill 

Principal 


