
JMSS Update To Community re Covid19 T3-12 

 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS Community 

Current Events 

Course Counselling interviews for Year 10s going into Year 11 in 2021, and for Year 11s going into Year 12, 

were completed this week. This is a major piece of work which eventually leads to the creation of the 2021 

timetable, I can hardly believe I’m saying that, perhaps in some way I will be glad to see the end of 2020 

which has certainly been providing its challenges. Sincere thanks again to the VCE team for their hard work 

in pulling all of this together. 

The interviews for prospective Year 10 students will begin later next week. Once again these will be 

organised online and should be completed in around a week. With only three weeks of term three left, we 

are hoping to finish all of this work before we all get a well-earned break in late September. 

SACs in Term Three – Clarity at Last 

The VCE team has released a schedule of SACs which will take place over the next few weeks. Some of 

these will take place at JMSS and it is vitally important that everyone plays their part to ensure they run 

smoothly. A full clan of spaces used for SACs will take place before and at the end of each SAC. As I 

indicated last week, the conditions stressed in our Covid19 Safety Plan MUST be adhered to. In the main 

this will include the following for students: 

 Strict social distancing on arrival and departure, and certainly in the SACs themselves; 

 Wearing of masks to and from school and in the SACs; 

 Carrying an onsite attendance form on paper or digitally; 

 Temperature checks on arrival and use of sanitisers; 

 Signing in on arrival; 

 Wearing full school uniform. 

The following information will be important to note: 

1. SACs ONSITE AT JMSS.  

a. Students will be issued with instructions about where to assemble on arrival, and what to 

bring with them. They will also have instructions about entry procedures, where to report to 

first, the protocols on entry such as the use of sanitisers and temperature checks, and where 

to go to once they are inside the building; 

b. Obviously it will be a great opportunity to catch up with friends, but can I again urge the 

importance of social distancing and the wearing of masks, as some of these SACs will still 

happen during the Stage 4 lockdown; 

c. In the event of SACs running onsite at JMSS, it would be much preferred for students to be 

driven to and from school. We will be able to provide parents a letter to explain why you are 

travelling, in the event you are asked to show cause by the authorities. These will be dated 

and personalised; 

d. As from next week until at least the end of term students will be able to come to JMSS for 

onsite SACs, pracs or to collect essential materials when requested by subject teachers or 

House Leaders or VCE team or PCO's. We are organising onsite arrangements so that only 

100 students can be in the building at any one time; 



e. If you are required at school for a SAC you will be emailed the following information by the 

VCE Managers: 

i. What to bring; 

ii. any entry and exit instructions, for example when a SAC needs to be split into two 

cohorts because of numbers; 

iii. the SAC location (please note the schedule included with this Update); 

iv. the onsite attendance form specific to the SAC; 

v. where you can go to study after the SAC if you need or want to remain at school. 

2. PLEASE NOTE: If you are residing out of Melbourne and are unable to attend the SAC onsite, or 

have another legitimate reason for not attending, you must contact the VCE managers as soon as 

possible to make alternative arrangements; 

3. The following tasks need to be completed when you come on site. Anything to do with VCAA and 

exams can be done at the VCE area: 

a. Collect LOTE oral exam performance advice sheets. (Available from Tuesday 1st September); 

b. Collect Music performance exam advice sheets (Available from Tuesday 1st September); 

c. Check VCE personal details (Available from Tuesday 1st September); 

d. Collect GAT exam advice slip (Available from Tuesday 1st September); 

e. Collect Physics Exam book (Available now at Reception); 

f. Collect Maths Methods, Specialist Maths, Further Maths Exam books (available at the end of 

next week); 

g. Collect Chemistry and Biology exam booklets (available soon!) 

4. If you are onsite for an exam you can complete any of these tasks while you are at JMSS. If you are 

not required at school next week, but want to come in anyway and collect exam slips and Physics or 

other exam books, you will need to complete an onsite attendance form for next Tuesday, 

Wednesday and Thursday for when you come in. You will need to fill in your name, date of birth 

and emergency contact details in this form. Otherwise you can wait until the following week to do 

so. 

5. If you cannot come in for any reason e.g. you are residing in a rural area, we will post a package of 

what you need to your address, if you send the VCE team an email with all relevant details. 

6. SACs AT HOME. This again gives rise to the honesty of all participants and the integrity of this 

process. We would ask parents to please make sure that students are adequately supervised at 

home if that is possible, are away from distractions and are able to work uninterrupted for the 

entire duration of the SAC. The integrity of the process is paramount and we appreciate your 

assistance in ensuring each student is able to work quietly and uninterrupted, and above all, 

without any opportunity to access materials which would constitute cheating. 

7. A reminder that the GAT briefing is online next Wednesday 2nd September at 5pm. The relevant link 

will be emailed to students soon. 

YOU ARE ALL DOING A FANTASTIC JOB AND WE ARE ALL SO PROUD OF YOU 

It is honestly difficult to put into words how we all feel at the moment. The end of the Stage Four lockdown 

looms but it is still too far away to ‘touch’, or count on just yet. But I am sure a new normal, one we can 

rely on, is not too far away. Our grateful thanks go to all of the students who have volunteered to get 



involved in planning and running recent events and competitions for their colleagues, it is SO much 

appreciated by us all.  

FINALLY……… 

I will keep providing further information for you all as soon as it comes to hand. The data keeps improving 

in Victoria, and Melbourne in particular, which shows the power of everyone pulling together to do the 

right thing. It also shows what we are collectively capable of doing to get as close to the ‘old normal’ as 

soon as we can, and as best as we can. KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK – DOING YOUR BIT ACTUALLY 

MATTERS, NO MATTER HOW SMALL YOU THINK IT IS!! 

Finally, this update is accompanied by the usual range of articles which I hope pique your interest. This 

week I have chosen a definite STEM-feel, and hopefully you find them interesting reading. Next week’s 

articles have already been curated, and they centre on recent discoveries which shed a strong spotlight on 

our past, definitely something to look forward to. 

Please keep safe and well, and please keep up the good work. Don’t lose heart, we are almost there, and 

what each and every one of us does now really matters. I have the utmost faith and belief in all of you, and 

on behalf of all of my staff, we cannot wait to have you all back with us. But only when the coast is clear to 

do so. 

Best regards 

Peter Corkill 

Principal 


