
JMSS Update To Community re Covid19 T3-15 – A Term Like No Other, Looking Forward With Optimism! 
 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS Community 

It has been a long time coming, but at last the holidays are here, and with them, a chance to reflect, 

recalibrate and recharge. I am so grateful for the hard work everyone has produced, often under the most 

difficult of circumstances. This applies to all members of our wonderful community: teachers, students, 

support staff, parents. 

A very special congratulations to everyone involved in yesterday’s ‘Battle of the Bands’, an iconic event 

which always heralds the end of Term Three at JMSS. The performances were simply outstanding, as was 

the great collaboration between students and staff, the technical genius of Mr. Peter Palankay who 

produced the show, the terrific assistance of the judges and the Music staff to make it all possible, and the 

outstanding collaborative spirit of all of the students involved who were determined that this wonderful 

tradition would not become a victim of Covid19 in 2020. Anyone who hasn’t seen it yet can access it via 

Youtube here: https://youtu.be/ovVZ0lEbMfc 

The main purpose of this update is to advise you all of some logistical arrangements we have had to put in 

place in light of recent instructions from the Department of Education and Training and VCAA. Therefore, 

some things we thought would be possible to run in the holiday break are now no longer possible, which 

has caused a domino effect into the new term. It is really important that everyone reads the following 

advice closely, and then puts the key dates on their ‘kitchen calendars’ at home. 

1. Holidays and Year 12 Practice exams 

In order to preserve the integrity and accessibility of the GAT of every student undertaking a Unit 3, 4 
study, we are no longer permitted to run Year 12 practice exams in the holidays, as has been the practice 
in all years since JMSS has been teaching Year 12 subjects. I understand why this directive is in place, as the 
preservation of the integrity of the GAT this year in particular is paramount. This is why DET has basically 
banned large groups gathering onsite at schools during the holiday break. Nonetheless we do believe that 
doing Year 12 practice exams is an important part of the preparation for the actual exams, so we propose 
to do the following: 

● Most Units 3, 4 practice exams will be done by students at home in week two of the holidays, 
following a schedule to be provided by Mr. Gavrilescu. This October Test timetable will be available 
for students by the start of the holiday break. Students should complete the practice exams at 
these times and then bring them to school when classes resume onsite in week 2 of term four; 

● Year 12 students will be able to collect their own package of practice exams after the English SAC 
on Friday 18th September and also from the school on Monday September 28th (week 2 of the 
holiday period), between 8.30am and 11.30am. Year 11 students studying a VCE Unit 3/4 subject 
will be sitting their October Test on Thursday 8th October at 1.30pm. If this is not possible, students 
should contact Mrs Vandenberg as soon as possible to make alternative arrangements; 

● In order to provide Year 12 students with some real onsite exam experience, all English practice 
exams will run onsite at JMSS in Week 1 of Term 4, on Thursday October 8th, and the Mathematical 
Methods practice exam will run onsite at JMSS in Week 1 of Term 4, on Friday October 9th. Hence 
both will occur AFTER the GAT has been run on Wednesday October 7th; 

● The 3-hour Year 12 English practice exam, together with the exams for any Year 11 students 
undertaking a Unit 3, 4 study, will take place at JMSS on Thursday of Week 1, October 8th, at 
1:30pm; 

https://youtu.be/ovVZ0lEbMfc


● The Year 12 Maths Methods practice exam will take place at JMSS on Friday of Week 1, October 
9th, at 1:30pm. This too will involve any Year 11 students taking Year 12 Maths Methods; 

● Please note that normal classes (except for Period 5) will run online on both of those days, but 
students will still be expected to be at school ready for a 1:30pm start for the afternoon exams. The 
morning lessons will all be shortened to allow this to take place. Students are welcome to come to 
school earlier on those days and attend their online classes at school if they wish to. 

2. Term 4 resumes for all students on Monday October 5th 

● All classes will resume online on Monday October 5th; 

● At this stage Year 11 and 12 students will resume onsite at JMSS on Monday October 12th, and Year 
10 students will continue learning remotely; 

● The GAT will take place onsite at JMSS and Monash University on Wednesday October 7th. This will 
be a massive operation involving over 400 students and a large number of staff. No Year 11 and 12 
classes will run on that day, but Year 10 classes will continue remotely. The VCE team will issue all 
students with instructions about what to bring, where to assemble and by when, well prior to the 
event; 

● It is ABSOLUTELY IMPERATIVE that EVERY student undertaking a Unit 3, 4 subject this year, no 
matter what year level they are in, do the GAT. Please note that this includes ANY AND EVERY 
student studying a Unit 3, 4 Language either at or outside JMSS.  

3. Year 12 attendance on site has been extended 

● The final day onsite at JMSS for Year 12 students will be Monday November 2nd; 

● Year 11 and 12 students will return onsite to JMSS on Monday October 12th; 

● Year 10s will continue to learn remotely; 

● We will return to the previous daily times from 8:40am to 3:15pm, with previous arrangements for 
mentor group times reinstated from Monday 19th October; 

● Study periods will remain at the times they are scheduled now. Students who have a study lesson 
scheduled at the beginning or end of the day may arrive later or leave earlier as the case may be. 
Every student in this situation MUST sign in on arrival and sign out on departure; 

● Friday October 23rd is a public holiday for Grand Final Day; 

● The last formal assembly for Year 12 students will take place on Wednesday October 28th. This 
assembly will allow a formal leadership handover to the next group of student leaders; 

● Two proposed possible dates for the final House Assemblies for Year 12s are Friday October 30th 
and Monday November 2nd – we will consult students and staff and make a final decision soon; 

● Plans are being discussed for how we organise the key features of the last day for Year 12 on 
November 2nd, such as their final assembly, meal with staff, signing of shirts and so on. It has also 
been suggested to include their final House assemblies as part of that day - see previous note. We 
hope to have a plan in place by Week 1 of Term 4 at the latest. 

 



4. Final Parent – Teacher Interviews for 2020 

These will take place for Years 10 to 12 students on each of Wednesday October 7th (following the GAT) 
and Wednesday October 14th, from 1:30pm to 4:30pm. These will run remotely via Webex as was 
previously the case in early term Three. We will release further information as well as the interview 
booking access to parents very soon. 

5. Farewell and thanks to Ms Linda Collis  

Congratulations to Ms. Linda Collis on her appointment to Victoria’s High Ability program starting next 
term. A huge thanks to Linda for her wonderful work with our students in English and Humanities, and in 
roles such as Student Leadership in her time at JMSS. Linda will continue to provide support for her Year 12 
students into Term Four. Mr. Laurie Cantwell, an experienced English teacher and long standing teaching 
employee at JMSS, will take Linda’s classes in term Four, and Linda has kindly offered to continue to 
provide support. We will miss you at JMSS, Linda, but know this is a great opportunity for you and wish you 
every success for the future. 

6. A Message To You All 

A huge thanks to everyone in our community for your support and hard work during the challenges of 

Term 3. It has been a year like no other, the challenges keep coming, but our students and staff keep 

meeting them with gusto and good humour. That is not to say that everyone is coping well. This has been 

hard work for us all, but the end goals are now in sight. 

Melbourne will lighten up soon. The weather is already improving, footy finals beckon and Spring, often 

said to see Melbourne at its best, is upon us. So now is a good time to be thankful for how we have all 

progressed through these challenges, certainly a little battered, but definitely not bowed. So as I said in the 

last update, take control. Own your destinies, make happen what you want. Look after all that is within 

your control, and don’t lose any sleep over what is not. 

I am looking forward to seeing you all fit and renewed early in Term Four, and all being well, mostly back 

onsite in Week 2. Year 10s – please hang in there. You have all been remarkable and we need you all back 

soon for JMSS to be complete. I am sure that time is not far away. 

Look out for another Update next weekend. I will include any further information provided by DET or VCAA 

then, and if there is none, I will still provide some interesting articles I hope you are enjoying. There’s 

certainly lot’s going on at the moment, and not all Covid-related! 

So for now, please have a restful break from school, with a chance to recharge. The time will come soon 

enough to ‘gear up’ for the run home. For now though try to balance it all out and have a few days to rest 

yourselves and spend some quality time catching up (albeit online) with your friends and those important 

to you, getting out for some exercise and enjoy some quality family time together. 

Peter Corkill 

Principal 


