
JMSS Update To Community re Covid19 T4-02 – Welcome back ………………. SOON!!’ 
 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS Community 

Another holiday period has disappeared from under our feet and we are soon back on deck at JMSS 

for the run home. I hope all of our students managed to get some rest and relaxation alongside any 

‘academic catching up’ you needed to do. Since the daily numbers of new Covid19 cases seem to be 

decreasing, and the running fortnightly average is now close to 10 and decreasing as well, we are 

hopeful of getting our student community back together sooner than previously thought. However 

apart from the onsite return of our Year 11 and 12 students, we have no definitive news for our 

Year 10s as yet. 

I would like to begin by reiterating known arrangements in the first two weeks of the new term. 

1. Term 4 resumes for all students on Monday October 5th 

a) All Years 10, 11 and 12 classes will resume online on Monday October 5th; 

b) At this stage Year 11 and 12 students are scheduled to resume onsite at JMSS on Monday 

October 12th, the first day of Week 2 of Term 4; 

c) Year 10 students will continue learning remotely (not for long we hope!!) 

2. The GAT for ANY and ALL students undertaking a Unit 3, 4 study in 2020 

The GAT, a compulsory exam for every student studying one or more Unit 3, 4 subjects in 2020, will 

be run onsite at Monash University on the morning of Wednesday October 7th, in Week 1, Term 4. 

It is ABSOLUTELY IMPERATIVE that EVERY student undertaking a Unit 3, 4 subject this year, no 

matter what year level they are in, do the GAT. Please note that this includes ANY AND EVERY 

student studying a Unit 3, 4 Language either at or outside JMSS. 

The VCE team will be despatching instructions to students this week, but here’s a ‘heads-up’ of 

what to expect: 

a) ALL STUDENTS MUST BE ONSITE AT JMSS BY 8:45AM ON THE MORNING OF WEDNESDAY 

OCTOBER 7TH. Why? You may well ask. There are 428 of you going to one of eight venues, and 

NO-ONE can afford to be denied entry because they are too late. It is absolutely critical that 

every student doing a Unit 3, 4 study completes the GAT, especially this year due to all the 

disruptions. Please help us by being early; 

b) When you arrive at JMSS, you must sign in, and get your temperature checked; 

c) You will be directed to one of EIGHT assembly points, ONE FOR EACH OF THE EIGHT separate 

venues in which the GAT will take place. FOUR are inside JMSS, TWO are in the Monash College 

Pop-Up Village, and TWO are in the Monash Campus Centre (Banquet Room and Dining Room); 

d) At this assembly point, you will find a place for your bag. Please make sure you leave any mobile 

phones, smart watches, liquid paper etc. in your bag; 

e) You may take a water bottle and a pencil case into the GAT but both must be TRANSPARENT, for 

example snap-lock plastic bags; 

f) You may take a Dictionary, but NOT one that contains a thesaurus. 



3. Remaining Year 12 Practice Exams ONSITE AT JMSS in Week 1 of Term Four 

We do believe it is important for students to experience some of the aspects of doing a Unit 3, 4 

exam onsite at JMSS, especially the 3-hour English paper. We also want to ensure any students NOT 

in Year 12 yet still doing a Unit 3, 4 study, probably for the first time, get the full experience prior to 

the real thing. Therefore, we have arranged the following: 

a) ALL Year 10 and 11 students studying a VCE Unit 3/4 subject will be sitting the October Test in 

that subject on Thursday 8th October at 1.30pm, in Week 1 of Term 4, onsite at JMSS. If this is 

not possible, students should contact Mrs Vandenberg as soon as possible to make alternative 

arrangements; 

b) The 3-hour Year 12 English practice exam will also take place onsite at JMSS on Thursday 8th 

October, in the first week of Term 4, at 1:30pm; 

c) The Year 12 Maths Methods practice exam will take place onsite at JMSS on Friday 9th October, 

in the first week of Term 4, at 1:30pm. This too will involve any Year 11 students taking Year 12 

Maths Methods; 

d) Please note that normal classes (except for Period 5) will run online on both of those days, but 

students will still be expected to be at school ready for a 1:30pm start for the afternoon exams. 

The morning lessons will all be shortened to allow this to take place. Students are welcome to 

come to school earlier on those days and attend their online classes at school if they wish to. 

4. Final Parent – Teacher Interviews for 2020 

These will take place for Years 10 to 12 students on each of Wednesday October 7th (following the 

GAT) and Wednesday October 14th, from 1:30pm to 4:30pm. These will run remotely via Webex as 

was previously the case in early term Three. Bookings are still open. 

5. Melbourne Principal’s Scholarship 

Each year Melbourne University offers a significant scholarship to one student in each registered 

secondary school in Victoria. The decision is made locally. I have included the instructions for those 

students who wish to apply in this mail-out. These were also emailed to all Year 12 students on 

Friday evening. Applications are due to Martine St Leon via email by 4pm on Monday October 19th. 

6. Reminder to Year 12s from your Captains – More To Come via Email!! 

a) Baby photos and prep photos must be in by Sunday the 11th October 11:59pm; 

b) Yearbook quotes must be in by Sunday the 11th October 11:59pm; 

 

I have also included some articles I hope you find of interest. I haven’t consolidated all of the mail-outs into 

one place yet, but will do my best to do so soon. In the mean-time please take care, look after one 

another, and whatever you do don’t lose heart now after all the hard work. Let’s finish what we started in 

grand style, and make the very best of the quality time we have together at JMSS for the remainder of the 

academic year. As I have said many times before, do NOT let Covid19 be the excuse for not giving your 

absolute best. Much might have changed this year, but NOT one thing – my unwavering belief in all of 

you. Now let’s just GET THIS DONE! 

Peter Corkill, Principal 


