
JMSS Update To Community re Covid19 T4-04 – Welcome Back To Our Year 11s and 12s – Hang In 

There Year 10s – Not Long To Go!! 
 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS Community 

Sincere congratulations to all students who came onsite to JMSS this week. Your co-operation and 

consideration of others was simply exceptional. We managed to get through the GAT as well as the 

Year 12 practice exams for our Year 10s and 11s, and for those undertaking English (the three-hour 

marathon!) and Mathematical Methods Tech-Active. It was wonderful to see you all, and I enjoyed 

touching base with many of you while you were here. 

This update will focus on some immediate priorities regarding the return of VCE students onsite 

next Monday. There are some important pieces of information for everyone so I would encourage 

you all to take particular note, especially around expected behaviours on the Monash campus. 

1. DET Priorities for Term Four 

It is important for all students, parents and teachers to know what the three key drivers are for 

Term Four, as nominated by the Department of Education and Training. These drivers will shape the 

major initiatives and plans put in place this term. 

Priority 1 – Mental health and wellbeing 

Our highest priority is the mental health, safety and wellbeing of every student and member of 

staff. All available resources will need to be effectively mobilised to ensure support for every 

student, including our most vulnerable.  

The Mental Health Toolkit found at 
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/health/mentalhealth/Pages/mentalhealthtoolkit.a

spx has advice and resources to support student mental health and wellbeing. This includes advice 
on positive mental health promotion, curriculum support, how to identify and access support as 
well as parent- and student-specific pages. 

In addition, the Quick Guide to Student Mental Health and Wellbeing Resources (attached with this 
mail-out) highlights the most relevant evidence-based resources for teachers, parents and students. 

Priority 2 – Learning 

Some students have been able to more quickly progress in their learning in the remote and flexible 

learning environment, others have maintained their rate of progress, and some have, despite their 

best efforts and those of their families and teachers, fallen behind. 

Our priority will be to ensure those who have fallen behind can catch up and those who have 

progressed significantly can continue to be extended and stretched in their learning. 

Priority 3 – Transitions 

Term 4 is a critical period, particularly for the children moving from kindergarten into Prep, from 

Grade 6 into Year 7, and those in Year 12 moving into employment or further education and 

training. A key focus of Term 4 will be to make every effort to ensure each of these end-of-year and 

beginning-of-year transitions occurs as successfully as possible. This includes finding contextually 

appropriate ways to conduct orientations and end-of-year celebrations and ensuring transition 

information captures additional details as necessary. 

 

 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/health/mentalhealth/Pages/mentalhealthtoolkit.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/health/mentalhealth/Pages/mentalhealthtoolkit.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/health/mentalhealth/Pages/mentalhealthtoolkit.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/teachers/health/mentalhealth/quick-guide-to-student-mental-health-and-wellbeing-resources.pdf


2. Plan for Students to Return Onsite at JMSS 

a) ALL Year 11 and 12 students will return to onsite learning at JMSS on Monday October 12th, with 

Year 10 students continuing with remote learning from home. Regarding our Year 10s studying 

a VCE subject, we feel it is more sensible for them to learn from home rather than come in to 

JMSS for one lesson and have to attend the other four online anyway; 

b) Subject to advice from the Chief Health Officer, Year 10 students will possibly return to onsite 

learning here at JMSS on Monday October 26th; 

c) Exceptions may exist for medically vulnerable students. It is recommended that parents/carers 

of students with complex medical needs seek advice from the student’s medical practitioner to 

support decision-making about whether on-site education is suitable. If your son or daughter is 

in this situation, please contact the school; 

d) The following health and safety measures will be put in place at JMSS to minimise any risk 

associated with learning from outside our school environment. 

 Mixing of students from different educational facilities and schools should be minimised 
whenever practical. Therefore, visits from new students and parents onsite unfortunately 
will have to be held over for the time being; 

 Physical distancing should be maintained whenever possible; 

 The use of shared equipment should be avoided where possible. Where this cannot be 
avoided, cleaning and disinfection should occur between uses; 

 Further strategies to reduce transmission will be emphasised, including: 

o face masks essential (unless legal exemption applies); 

o hand hygiene before, during and after classes; 

o learning spaces being cleaned between uses; 

o the usual attendance register via Compass will be maintained in case contact tracing is 
required. 

3. JMSS students on campus at Monash University 

Students need to remain aware that Monash University remains in Stage Four lockdown. Under 

NO circumstances should students gather in large groups anywhere on the campus. 

Unfortunately, entry to the Campus Centre now requires a Monash swipe card so this venue will 

not be accessible to JMSS students until further notice. Therefore, students should plan on 

purchasing their food from the JMSS canteen or bringing their food from home. 

4. COVIDSafe Behaviours 

These behaviours will be required of all staff and students onsite at JMSS from now on. 

a. Stay home when unwell. The most important action school communities can take to 

reduce the risk of transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19), is to ensure that any unwell 

staff and students remain at home, even with the mildest of symptoms; 

b. Practise good hygiene. All staff, students and visitors to schools should undertake 

regular hand hygiene, particularly on arrival to school, before and after eating, after 

blowing their nose, coughing, sneezing or using the toilet. Students should bring their 

own water bottle for use at school. Taps may ONLY be used to refill water bottles. 



Sharing of food should not occur. Use non-contact greetings (not shaking hands, hugging 

or kissing); 

c. Ensure appropriate physical distancing wherever possible. This is absolutely vital now 

and this must be exercised at school and everywhere on campus at Monash. Students 

should practise physical distancing wherever possible. Maintaining a physical distance of 

1.5 meters will not always be practical in the school environment but please make a 

decent effort! We will remind students and staff of the importance of physical distancing 

through signage, reconfiguring class spaces where possible, and marking the floor 

indicating physical distancing in appropriate locations where possible; 

d. Face masks in schools (Teachers and Support Staff). All school-based staff must wear 

face masks at school, and when travelling to and from school. Schools must ensure that 

staff wear face masks when required. A face mask that covers the nose and mouth is 

now the only permitted type of face covering. Face shields, scarves or bandanas do not 

meet these requirements. Teachers and education support staff are not required to 

wear face masks while teaching, but those who wish to do so, can. Teachers must wear 

face masks in other areas of the school when not teaching (for example, in the 

staffroom, on yard duty and when providing first aid or taking temperatures), and when 

travelling to and from school; 

e. Face masks in schools (Students). Secondary school students aged 12 years and over 

must wear a face mask while at school and while travelling to and from school. Some 

students are exempt from these requirements. This includes students who are over the 

age of 12 and are unable to wear a face mask due to the nature of their disability. This 

also includes students or staff who have a medical condition, such as problems with 

their breathing, a serious skin condition on the face, a disability or a mental health 

condition; 

f. Face mask breaks Face mask breaks are allowed for staff and students during the day, 

but they should be kept brief, when seated outdoors having lunch and physically 

distanced, and ideally used in conjunction with staggered breaks to limit mixing between 

class groups; 

g. Managing safe school arrival and departure including the use of multiple entries. To 

ensure consistency with physical distancing measures, students may enter the JMSS 

building via the main door, or the side doors along the front of the building, including 

the entry nearest the basketball court. Parents are asked again to select places 

elsewhere on the campus and well away from JMSS at which to drop-off and pick-up 

their sons and daughters. This is to avoid unnecessary congestion in front of the school. 

h. Temperature screening. Based on the advice of the Acting Deputy Chief Health Officer, 

given the current levels of community transmission in Victoria, mandatory temperature 

testing of all students on arrival to schools will not be required in Term 4. However, 

should community transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19) increase, temperature 

checking may be reintroduced for some schools. 

5. Melbourne Principal’s Scholarship 

Each year Melbourne University offers a significant scholarship to one student in each registered 

secondary school in Victoria. The decision is made locally. I have included the instructions for those 

students who wish to apply in this mail-out. These were also emailed to all Year 12 students on 

Friday evening. Applications are due to Martine St Leon via email by 4pm on Monday October 19th. 



If any Year 12 students want to know more, please get in touch with me via email or onsite next 

week. 

As usual I have included some articles I hope you find interesting. As the Nobel prizes have recently 

been announced, I thought I would lead with these, as well as a few others focussing on recent 

developments in the broader fields of science. I hope you enjoy them. 

Peter Corkill 

Principal 


