
JMSS Update To Community re Covid19 T4-05 – All Going Well On Return to Onsite Learning – 

Hang In There Year 10s – One Week To Go!! 
 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS Community 

It has been simply wonderful seeing JMSS busy and buzzing this week. Long overdue, a strong 

feeling of normality passed over the school, as Year 11 and 12 students, and all staff, returned 

onsite at JMSS. There is an energy, a real buzz, back in the school again. 

I have been most impressed at how well the students have adapted to a ‘new normal’. The wearing 

of face masks, sanitising on entry and departure, and appropriate social distancing for the most 

part, have been hallmarks of the return onsite. Many strong friendships renewed, our students 

have moved pretty seamlessly into their long awaited return. 

And in one week, we will all be together again, with the return of our Year 10s. 

1. Wellbeing Continues To Be A Priority – The ‘Talk To Ten’ Webinar Program Free For All JMSS 

Families 

All of our students will have completed surveys initiated by the Department of Education and 

Training as a check on everyone’s mental health and wellbeing. As a school, JMSS is invested 

strongly in the wellbeing of its people, and we have access to resources which can assist those who 

have struggled during recent months to make a speedy recovery and get back into the daily swing 

of school. If you are concerned about your son or daughter for any reason, please convey this to the 

Student Empowerment Team at school. 

Talk to Ten is a new online initiative providing research-based support to parents and educators 

that will be offered to families in plain language and covering all topics of Mental Fitness AT NO 

COST. ‘Talk To Ten’ will be led by Maria Ruberto, psychologist, and Anthony Hurst, psychologist. It is 

a ten-week pilot webinar program, where once a week, we will present a mental health topic 

relevant to this municipality for young people, for 10 minutes. Following the information and 

research topic, there will then be 10 minutes given to any questions from the virtual audience. Ten 

minutes on topic and ten minutes on discussion. 

All relevant information about this program is attached to this Update. plain language and covering all 

topics  

2. Key Dates for Students and Staff Over the Next Four Weeks 

a) Subject to advice from the Chief Health Officer, Year 10 students will return to onsite learning 

here at JMSS on Monday October 26th; 

b) Public Holiday for the AFL Grand Final on Friday October 23rd; 

c) The final farewell whole-school assembly for Year 12s will be on Wednesday October 28th; 

d) The final House Assembly for Year 12s will be held on Friday October 30th; 

e) The final Year 12 celebratory assembly will be held on Monday November 2nd; 

f) Melbourne Cup Day Public Holiday Tuesday November 3rd; 

g) Once we have consulted more widely with staff and students, we will be in a better position to 

announce other key milestones in Term Four. These include the finishing dates for classes for 

Years 10 and 11, the dates of any key assessments, course confirmation for Years 10 to 12 



students in 2021, and the dates of the 2021 orientation Program for Year 11s and 12s next year. 

At the time of writing we do not know whether the new Year 10s and 11s of 2021 will be able to 

visit us onsite this year. 

3. The Use of JMSS and Monash Facilities 

Students need to remain aware that Monash University remains in Stage Four lockdown, unless 

we are informed otherwise. Under NO circumstances should students gather in large groups 

anywhere on the campus. Unfortunately, entry to the Campus Centre now requires a Monash 

swipe card so this venue will not be accessible to JMSS students until further notice. Therefore, 

students should plan on purchasing their food from the JMSS canteen or bringing their food 

from home. 

Furthermore, we can now confirm the following: 

a) Students are able to use the Monash pop-up village at recess and lunchtimes until Week 4, 

and also the areas behind the school at recess and lunchtimes; 

b)  For the remainder of the year. I would ask students to use ALL of these spaces and spread 

out during recess and lunchtimes, for the purpose of achieving adequate social distancing; 

c) We have secured the use of the Banquet Room and Dining Room at Monash for some of our 

biggest Year 12 examinations. Others will need to be held in the JMSS building itself; 

d) We have secured the use of the Monash College facilities until the end of Week 4, after 

which we will be able to access extra classroom spaces on the Monash campus, we are 

awaiting further advice. 

e) IMPORTANT: In view of the fact that most buildings at Monash are now closed to 

students, including the libraries, we hope to make arrangements soon for those Year 12 

students wanting to stay in the JMSS building to study until 6pm from Monday to 

Thursday afternoons. We will instigate a sign-in and sign-out system for students and 

need to organise a roster of staff willing to remain onsite from time to time until 6pm. 

Unfortunately, we are unable to provide study space beyond 6pm so students will have to 

make their way home by then. Please stay tuned for more on this soon! 

4. Melbourne Principal’s Scholarship 

Each year Melbourne University offers a significant scholarship to one student in each registered 

secondary school in Victoria. The decision is made locally. I have included the instructions for those 

students who wish to apply in this mail-out. These were also emailed to all Year 12 students last 

week. Applications are due to Martine St Leon via email by 4pm on Monday October 19th – NEXT 

MONDAY! If any Year 12 students want to know more, please get in touch with me via email or 

onsite next week. 

As usual I have included some articles I hope you find interesting. I have decided to focus on recent 

developments in the broader fields of science, which I am sure will pique some interest. I hope you 

enjoy them. 

 

Peter Corkill 

Principal 


