
JMSS Update To Community re Covid19 T4-06 – WELCOME BACK YEAR 10s! 
 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS Community 

At long last, the triumphant return of our Year 10s to JMSS. Echoing the return of the triumphant 

legions to Rome after winning significant battles on their frontier, Monday marks a day we have 

long been looking forward to. I would like to add my sincere congratulations to all of these students 

for their commitment to learning over the past two terms, their positivity and good humour, and 

the terrific ways in which they have helped each other over this time. I know in many cases that 

class groups have been set up on social media platforms for the groups to remain connected and 

able to help each other out. Hopefully that can continue once you all return to the ‘mother ship’ on 

Monday. 

1. Welcome Home Year 10s 

We will begin the day with a formal ‘Welcome Home’ – I have included the details of the 

arrangements below. Please note that the day will begin with the extended mentor session, with 

Periods 1 to 5 continuing in sequence after that, albeit starting at different times. Our thanks to Mrs 

Cheah-Johnston and her team of House Leaders and Wellbeing staff for putting this together. 

Year 10 students are asked to assemble in their House groups in the following areas by 8.30 am:  
 

 Blackburn House: Deck Area (access through the side gates). You will meet with Mrs Cheah-
Johnson, Ms Ryan, and your School & House Captains; 

 Doherty House: Grass Area by the Basketball Court (access through the side gates). You will 
meet with Mrs Webber, Mr Anderson, and your School & House Captains; 

 Flannery House: The front of school (just outside GO 3). You will meet with Mr Chisholm, 
Mrs Abels, and your School & House Captains; 

 Wood House: Amphitheatre (undercover area behind Mindfulness room). You will meet 
with Mr Corkill, Ms Geyer, and your School & House Captains. 
 

The structure of the start of the day is as follows:  

 Extended Mentor Session: 8.40am to 9.10am (Year 10 students to assemble in the areas 
mentioned above by 8.30am, Year 11, 12 students to assemble in their normal House areas 
inside JMSS); 

 At 8:55am the Year 10s will make their way back inside the building to their House areas; 

 The extended Mentor Sessions will continue until 9:10am and then all students move to 
Period One. The timetable for the rest of the day is as follows: 
 
Monday 26th 
October   

   

Mentor 8:40am 9:10am 

Period 1 9:10am 10:10am 

Period 2 10:10am 11:10am 

Recess 11:10am 11:35am 

Period 3 11:35am 12:35pm 

Period 4 12:40pm 1:40pm 

Lunch 1:40pm 2:30pm 

Period 5 2:30pm 3:30pm 

in language and covering all topics  



2. Key Events for Year 12 Students This Week 

The following ‘signature events’ for Year 12 will take place over the next two weeks. Some of these 

may require some adjustments made to the daily timetable to allow appropriate access to spaces 

so please keep an eye on the Daily Bulletin this week. We will do our best to keep staff and 

students well informed prior to any changes deemed necessary. 

a) Year 12 Briefings regarding the final week plans and expectations will be held in the following 

rooms in the Pop-Up Village on Tuesday 27 October during Period 5: 

o GG01 (student surnames A to HU); 

o GG101 (student surnames HUYNH to PARKER); 

o J102 (student surnames PASITCHNYJ to Z) 

b) The final farewell whole-school assembly for Year 12s will be on Wednesday October 28th, final 

arrangements TBA; 

c) The final House Assembly for Year 12s will be held on Friday October 30th, final arrangements 

TBA; 

d) The final Year 12 celebratory assembly will be held on Monday November 2nd, final 

arrangements TBA; 

e) Melbourne Cup Day Public Holiday Tuesday November 3rd; 

f) Once we have consulted more widely with staff and students, we will be in a better position to 

announce other key milestones in Term Four. These include the finishing dates for classes for 

Years 10 and 11, the dates of any key assessments, course confirmation for Years 10 to 12 

students in 2021, and the dates of the 2021 orientation Program for Year 11s and 12s next year. 

At the time of writing we do not know whether the new Year 10s and 11s of 2021 will be able to 

visit us onsite this year. 

3. The Use of JMSS and Monash Facilities 

Students need to remain aware that Monash University remains in Stage Four lockdown, unless 

we are informed otherwise. Under NO circumstances should students gather in large groups 

anywhere on the campus. Unfortunately, entry to the Campus Centre now requires a Monash 

swipe card so this venue will not be accessible to JMSS students until further notice. Therefore, 

students should plan on purchasing their food from the JMSS canteen or bringing their food 

from home. 

Furthermore, we can now confirm the following: 

a) Students are able to use the Monash pop-up village at recess and lunchtimes this week, but 

from then on we will not have access to this facility. Since this is the only full week this term 

we will have all three year levels back onsite, we think we can manage the rest of the year 

with only the JMSS building at our disposal; 

b)  For the remainder of the year, I would ask students to use ALL of the spaces available 

outside and spread out during recess and lunchtimes, for the purpose of achieving adequate 

social distancing; 



c) We have secured the use of the Banquet Room and Dining Room at Monash for some of our 

biggest Year 12 examinations. Others will need to be held in the JMSS building itself; 

d) JMSS Open Until 6pm on weeknights 

In view of the fact that most buildings at Monash are now closed to students, including 

the libraries, Year 12 students wanting to stay in the JMSS building to study until 6pm will 

be able to do so this week. My sincere thanks to the staff who have indicated their 

willingness to remain onsite until 6pm. Unfortunately, we are unable to provide study 

space beyond 6pm so students will have to make their way home by then. 

 

e) In order to provide everyone in the community with clarity around the arrangements for 

Year 12 in this coming week or so, I will be sending a further Update to everyone on Tuesday 

this week with all of the details you will need. I apologise this is later than would otherwise 

be ideal, but the difficulties around finding access to extra spaces, and the consequential 

need to potentially make changes to the daily bell-times to accommodate expectations 

around social distancing and the avoidance of unnecessary crowding has made decision-

making particularly challenging at this time. I hope teachers, students and parents can be 

understanding and accommodating at this time. 

As usual I have included some articles I hope you find interesting. I have decided to focus on some 

uplifting articles and examples of great human courage, dignity and ingenuity at this time. I hope 

you can all gather hope, inspiration and belief from these examples of the work of others. There are 

also articles on discerning Covid disinformation, and the tragedy of lost indigenous languages due 

to the pandemic.  

In finishing the following picture reminded me of some in the community who still fail to read signs, 

even in a pandemic! 

 

Peter Corkill 

Principal 


