
JMSS Update To Community re Covid19 T4-07 – FAREWELL AND GOOD LUCK TO OUR YEAR 12s! 
 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS Community 

Today was simply wonderful. To have our student and staff community all back together again gave 

everyone a significant boost and the smiles stayed around all day. A big thank you to Assistant 

Principal Sally Cheah-Johnston for organising the welcome packs for our Year 10s, as well as their 

first onsite mentor group session in several months. Our Years 11 and 12 students and House-based 

staff welcomed them all back more formally this morning, with plenty of activity and lots of laughs.  

The purpose of this Update is to confirm for you all the arrangements for some significant events at 

the school over the next week or so. At the same time as we welcome back our Year 10s, we 

prepare to say farewell to our Year 12s. It hardly seems fair, but what has been fair over recent 

months? It is just the cut and thrust of schools in motion - as one cohort starts, another prepares to 

finish. 

There will be time enough to talk more about the huge positive impact these young people have 

had on JMSS in their time with us, and how proud we are of them all. For now though, it is 

important that everyone takes note of the arrangements put in place for the next two weeks, which 

highlights annual events which have become part and parcel of the culture created at JMSS by so 

many wonderful cohorts of Year 12 students since our first graduates departed at the end of 2012. 

1. Briefing re Special Events for Year 12 students 

This will take place tomorrow, Tuesday October 27th, in period 5. All Year 12 students are expected 

to remain for this lesson, even though it is normally a study period. Year 12 groups will go to their 

allocated space in one of Rooms GG01, GG101 and J102 on the Monash College ‘Pop-Up Village’ 

site. 

Each briefing will comprise three visits:  

 Mr Anderson and Mrs Johnston will talk about the week ahead, and looking after 

yourselves; 

 Mr Corkill will talk about our expectations of all Year 12s this week as well as JMSS’s Alumni 

Association; 

 Mr Chisholm will talk about the exams, results, change of preference procedures. 

Please note the venues to go to: 

 GG01 (student surnames A to HU); 

 GG101 (student surnames HUYNH to PARKER); 

 J102 (student surnames PASITCHNYJ to Z) 

Please make sure you are there on time, please bring a pen and notebook. 

2. Final Whole-school Formal Farewell to Year 12s 

This event will take place on Wednesday October 28th, at 1:30pm. All students are expected to 

attend, despite being dismissed at lunchtimes on recent Wednesdays due to the cancellation of the 

Co-curricular program. The event will be held remotely and will be run from the school studio. 

 Year 10 and 11 will watch the event from their respective House areas and Year 12s will 

watch it from the ground floor; 

 Year 12 students will gather on the basketball court and enter the school just prior to 

1.25pm, with applause from all members of the community from the balconies; 

 Year 12 students will watch assembly in four groups according to their House: from G02, 

G03, the East Void and the West Void; 



 At the end of assembly, the Year 12 students will depart via main entrance, with staff 

forming a guard of honour to see them depart 

 All students will be dismissed at 2:15pm and may go home then. 

 

3. Final House Events and Farewell to Year 12s 

This event is another long standing tradition at JMSS, where each House makes a formal 

presentation to each of its graduating Year 12s, with all staff and students in the House present. It 

will take place on Friday October 30th, in Period One. Again all students are expected to attend. 

 Doherty House will run their event in the West void, on the ground floor (canteen area); 

 Flannery House will run their event in G02 and G03, at the eastern end of the ground floor; 

 Wood House will run their event in the South One Lecture Theatre, a short walk from JMSS; 

 Blackburn House will run their event on the second floor of JMSS, from 2L1 to 2L5. Other 

details TBA. 

 

4. Final Year 12 Presentation Event and Lunch 

This event, also a feature of the end of the Year 12 program onsite at JMSS, prior to the exams, will 

take place on Monday November 2nd. All students from Years 10 to 12 are expected to attend. 

 The Year 12 ‘Thank-You JMSS’ Event will take place from 8:30am until 9:40am. Year 12 

students will be on the Ground Floor, with students seated on either side of the middle 

stairs; 

 Years 10 and 11 students will watch the event, largely pre-recorded, upstairs in their House 

areas. The broadcast will be run from the studio, with various Year 12 students acting as 

MCs throughout the event; 

 Following this event, The Year 12 students will make their way to Monash Sport for an 

activities session. This will be followed by presentation via video link by Australian Ultra-

Marathon athlete Ms. Samantha Gash, whose presentation will be broadcast into both G02 

and G03 at JMSS, and in Lecture Theatre South One, with the Year 12s split between these 

venues; 

 Meanwhile the Years 10 and 11 students will have Period 2, recess, Period 3 and Period 4, 

and will then be allowed to go home at the start of the lunch break; 

 Year 12 students will return to JMSS at the end of Period 4 for lunch. An individual lunch 

pack will be provided for each Year 12 student and member of staff. After lunch students 

are welcome to stay at school, get lab coats signed, and spend time with each other and the 

staff. Students usually depart the school from 4pm onwards, and will be on Study Leave 

until the exams begin. 

 

5. Furthermore: 

 The Melbourne Cup Day Public Holiday is on Tuesday November 3rd; 

 Other key milestones in Term Four will be announced soon. These include the finishing 

dates for classes for Years 10 and 11, the dates of any key assessments, course confirmation 

for Years 10 to 12 students in 2021, and the dates of the 2021 orientation Program for Year 

11s and 12s next year. At the time of writing we do not know whether the new Year 10s and 

11s of 2021 will be able to visit us onsite this year; 

 JMSS Open Until 6pm on weeknights 

We hope to be able to allow Year 12 students to study in the JMSS building until 6pm, 

once their formal classes conclude, and possibly through the exam period. TBA!! 

Peter Corkill, Principal 


