
JMSS Update To Community re Covid19 T4-08 – FAREWELL AND GOOD LUCK TO OUR YEAR 12s! 
 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS Community 

Well we are now at the end of the first week of being all back together onsite, and what a week it 

turned out to be. My sincere thanks to all of the students who observed the all the new protocols 

well, including the wearing of masks, sanitising hands on entry to and exit from the building, and 

spreading out as best they could during breaks from class. The two feature events of the week went 

extremely well. Firstly, the Final formal whole-school farewell the Year 12s which was simulcast 

around the school on Wednesday afternoon went extremely well, despite the early tech hitches 

(yet another huge thank you to our Tech team!). Yesterday’s final farewell to the Year 12s in each of 

their Houses is always a brilliant event and really special at JMSS. I managed to spend time in all 

four settings, and the genuine warmth and gratitude of teachers and students was palpable in all of 

them. And the LipSynch battles broadcast on the screens at lunchtime yesterday were simply ‘next 

level’. Congratulations to all of the students and staff who contributed to such a remarkably 

innovative and humorous set of performances. 

Final Day for Year 12 Students on Monday 

The final day onsite for our Year 12 students is this coming Monday, November 2nd. I have placed 

the timetable for the day in this Update. Year 10 and 11 students are all expected onsite and 

involved in classes in the morning, and will all be dismissed at 12:30pm. 

8.30am - 9.40am  Year 12 ‘Reflections on Life at JMSS’ 

The Year 12 ‘Reflections’ on JMSS will be simulcast on screens around the school. The Year 12 

students themselves will be spread out across the whole ground floor, while Years 10 and 11 

students will watch from their respective House areas on the first and second floors. Staff will be 

distributed throughout all of these locations. 

9.45 am - 12.30pm  Years 10 & 11 students have classes in Periods 2, 3 and 4 according to the 

following timetable, with a recess break at 10:30am. 

 

 
9.45am - 10.45am  Year 12s will be involved in activities outside and around JMSS. This includes 

the Basketball Court and Deck area. Please note that the Years 10 and 11 students will not have 

access to Court and Deck at recess on Monday; 

10.45am - 12.30pm  Year 12 students will be divided into two groups. One will proceed to the 

South One Lecture Theatre and the other to GO2/GO3 inside JMSS for a live simulcast talk by 

Australian Ultra Marathon runner Samantha Gash. 

12.30pm  The Years 10 and 11 students will be dismissed for the day. The Year 12 students will 

return to school to enjoy a boxed lunch with staff, and will remain together into the afternoon to 

spend time together, get lab-coats and other materials signed as a memento. This part of the day 

usually ends around 4pm. 



Alumni Year 12 Tutors 

Once again we should all remember at this time the amazing contribution made by the 40 or more 

former JMSS students who have been offering free tutoring to our Year 12 students this year since 

the beginning of Term Two. This has been a remarkable contribution to the learning and confidence 

of our current Year 12 students. I am trying to organise a way where a representative group of 

Alumni tutors can be involved electronically on Monday. 

Irrespective of that, I would hope ALL of our Year 12 students who have participated in and 

benefitted from this program have shown their sincere thanks to these people, who after all have 

had their first year at University as badly impacted as have our own Year 12 students. 

Gratitude and the Finish of Year 12 

I spoke to all of the Year 12 students earlier this week about our expectations of their conduct at 

this time, both at and away from JMSS. Whilst I do not expect any issues in this regard, I do warn all 

of our students that the end of the Year 12 year is especially sensitive in the community and there 

is generally a low tolerance level for any silly behaviour, especially if it causes damage to property 

or people. So keep that in mind and behave appropriately when going to and from school. 

That said, the end of Year 12 for me is about Gratitude. I encouraged all of our Year 12 students to 

spare a thought for all of the wonderful teachers who have inspired them in their journeys through 

education to date. It is very much a time to say thank you. I thought it was so appropriate that 

World Teachers Day occurred on Friday this week. My thanks to students and other members of 

the community who sent emails and other notes of gratitude in to our staff at JMSS. I have 

expressed many times how proud I am of them all, and how genuinely grateful I am for what they 

have done for our students, especially THIS year. 

Notes about Further Upcoming Arrangements: 

 The Melbourne Cup Day Public Holiday is on Tuesday November 3rd; 

 Other key milestones in Term Four will be announced soon. These include the finishing 

dates for classes for Years 10 and 11, the dates of any key assessments, course confirmation 

for Years 10 to 12 students in 2021, and the dates of the 2021 orientation Program for Year 

11s and 12s next year. At the time of writing we do not know whether the new Year 10s and 

11s of 2021 will be able to visit us onsite this year; 

 JMSS Open Until 6pm on weeknights 

We hope to be able to allow Year 12 students to study in the JMSS building until 6pm, once 

their formal classes conclude, and possibly through the exam period. We will be asking Year 

12 students who wish to take advantage of this to let us know as soon as possible; 

 In the next Update I will provide information around final assessments, which have been 

much modified this year in light of the impact on learning that students have experienced. 

The mental health of all of our students will continue to improve the longer they are onsite 

and enjoying ‘normal’ school days as they would remember. I believe this is also best served 

by not burdening them with heavy exam demands at this time; 

 In short, there will be NO exams for Year 10 students, unless they are doing a Year 11 

accelerated subject. They will continue in their normal Year 10 classes until the end of 

November. Year 11 exams will take place in a few weeks’ time. They be shortened and 

sensibly spaced over a week, in consideration of the Year 12 exams which have already been 

scheduled, and over which we have no agency regarding dates or times. We have to manage 

them all and getting and confirming extra spaces at Monash is still proving a challenge. 

Peter Corkill 

Principal 


