
JMSS Update To Community re Covid19 T4-09 – MOVING CLOSER TO THE ‘NEW NORMAL’ 
 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS Community 

Welcome to NAIDOC Week. I will leave it to our indigenous brothers and sisters to welcome you all to this 

important week. My words will follow theirs. 

 

Always Was, Always Will Be. 

Always Was, Always Will Be. recognises that First Nations people have occupied and cared for this continent for 

over 65,000 years. We are spiritually and culturally connected to this country. This country was criss-
crossed by generations of brilliant Nations. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people were 
Australia’s first explorers, first navigators, first engineers, first farmers, first botanists, first scientists, 
first diplomats, first astronomers and first artists. 
 
Australia has the world’s oldest oral stories. The First Peoples engraved the world’s first maps, made 
the earliest paintings of ceremony and invented unique technologies. We built and engineered 
structures - structures on Earth - predating well-known sites such as the Egyptian Pyramids and 
Stonehenge. Our adaptation and intimate knowledge of Country enabled us to endure climate change, 
catastrophic droughts and rising sea levels. 

Always Was, Always Will Be. acknowledges that hundreds of Nations and our cultures covered this 

continent. All were managing the land - the biggest estate on earth - to sustainably provide for their 
future. Through ingenious land management systems like fire stick farming we transformed the 
harshest habitable continent into a land of bounty. NAIDOC Week 2020 acknowledges and celebrates 
that our nation’s story didn’t begin with documented European contact whether in 1770 or 1606 - with 
the arrival of the Dutch on the western coast of the Cape York Peninsula. 
 
The very first footprints on this continent were those belonging to First Nations peoples. Our coastal 
Nations watched and interacted with at least 36 contacts made by Europeans prior to 1770. Many of 
them resulting in the charting of the northern, western and southern coastlines – of our lands and our 
waters. 

For us, this nation’s story began at the dawn of time. 

NAIDOC 2020 invites all Australians to embrace the true history of this country – a history which dates 
back thousands of generations. It’s about seeing, hearing and learning the First Nations’ 65,000+ year 
history of this country - which is Australian history. We want all Australians to celebrate that we have 
the oldest continuing cultures on the planet and to recognise that our sovereignty was never ceded. 

Always Was, Always Will Be. 

 



I trust this latest update finds you all safe and well. I would like to relay some information about important 

dates coming up, and provide some clarity around the assessments coming up involving Years 10 and 11 

students. 

Last Day for Year 12s 

What a memorable week at JMSS. Last Monday saw the final day for all of our Year 12 students onsite 

together. It began with their final farewell to JMSS, all items pre-recorded over recent weeks and put 

together masterfully to create a memorable hour’s entertainment for the whole school. Many of the 

contributions featured members of staff who enjoyed their moments of fame no doubt. Of course this was 

preceded by some of the usual antics, I was pleased to have my band of ‘Corkill clones’ following me for a 

while, and even lost my principal’s space in the staff carpark to one of our Year 12 drivers (good get, 

Lachie!) thanks to the collusion of some of my colleagues. 

After the morning activities, which did include Mr Thompson and I being dunked in water – a long overdue 

promise we made if the students reached their funding goal for Bushfire Relief – the Year 12s enjoyed a 

boxed lunch with the staff and stayed for much of the afternoon, getting lab-coats signed, and enjoying 

each other’s company. A feature was the ‘zoom visit’ of a number of our Alumni tutors who wished the 

Year 12s all the best for the exams. This also gave the school captains a chance to thank all of these former 

students for their wonderful contribution of weekly free tutoring for our Year 12s, a program which began 

in April and continued all year. What a superb example of a community coming together to help at the 

school’s time of need! 

Upcoming Assessments for Year 12 students 

The major block of Year 12 final exams will begin for our Year 12 students on Tuesday next week, 10th 

November, with the English exam taking place in the morning. Please take note of the following: 

1. Arrangements at JMSS for SWOT Vac and During Year 12 Examinations 

In the period between 3rd November and 9th November, and after the VCE exams actually begin, 

students will be continuing their revision in preparation for their final exams. This is a time for personal 

study and a plan needs to be created to ensure all study time is maximised. Many of you may want to 

come into school to participate in classes, ask questions of teachers or come in for private study. We 

are putting some protocols into place about this period of time: 

 If you want to come in to see a teacher, you need to email that teacher at least a day before to 

negotiate a suitable time;  

 Please wear your Year 12 jacket so you can be readily identified; as the rest of the school is still 

operating and we want to minimise disruption for the rest of the school; 

 Many of you may want to come into school for private study. If this is the case, please email Mr 

Chisholm to confirm dates and times; 

 Any student coming into school must sign in on the Compass kiosk when they arrive and sign 

out when you leave. 

 

2. Year 12 Student Use of the Monash Libraries and Other Spaces at JMSS 

 Year 12 students have asked if designated spaces can be set aside for them when they come 

into JMSS to study. The answer is YES, and those spaces are on the middle of each of the first 

and second floors, adjacent to the Assistant Principal Offices. Unfortunately, we cannot allocate 

you the sole use of the bridges on the ends of both the first and second floors as they are still 

being used by Years 10 and 11 classes; 

 We are hoping that the announcements to be made by the Premier tomorrow will include the 

re-opening of libraries, including those at Monash. If this happens, JMSS students should ONLY 



use the Hargreave/Andrew library or Matheson Library from this point onwards. Please note 

that the Law Library is NOT available for use by JMSS students; 

 Once the libraries open, we would ask students who wish to keep studying beyond 5pm to 

relocate to one of the Monash libraries so the school can be closed by 6pm at the latest. 

 

3. Exams 

 All Year 12 students should re- read their exam navigator thoroughly. Please ensure you 

know when the exam begins, what materials to bring, including your photo ID. Your exam 

timetable will tell you the location; 

 Your individual exam timetable has been given to you. You must be at the designated sign-

in point at least an hour before the exam;  

 Remember that you must sit the exam no matter how sick you are. You can only apply for a 

derived exam score if you have sat the exam; 

 You have each received your exam location summary, arrival time and a list of sign in 

locations. Big cohort exams MUST abide by social distancing when signing in, so for these 

you will have to sign in at the South One Lecture Theatre; 

 A number of Year 12 students have recently changed address or phone numbers. If so, you 

MUST inform both Reception and Mrs Vandenberg so that your details can be corrected on 

the JMSS database and also the VCAA database; 

 Any other queries can be directed to Mrs Turner or Robertson. Remember that all exams 

are run strictly by VCAA and you must be in full school uniform. 

 

Upcoming Assessments at JMSS for Year 10 Students 

In view of the extended period of lockdown involving Year 10 students, we have decided to continue their 

learning program for as long as possible, and NOT run the normal Year 10 exam period in November. 

Another reason is to allow our Year 10 students extra time to complete their Science Projects in 

preparation for the Australian Science Fair which will run for the second time at JMSS in late November. 

Therefore, the only Year 10 students undertaking exams will be those doing a VCE acceleration subject. 

These include Unit 1, 2 Mathematical Methods, Unit 2 Physics and Advanced Chemistry. So apart from 

these three subjects, there will be NO final examinations in Year 10 subjects this year. Any other Year 10 

assessments will be held in class and during normal class time. 

Upcoming Assessments at JMSS for Year 11 Students 

There will be some exams for Year 11 students, but these will be somewhat different to the normal 

expectations of these tasks from previous years: 

 Year 11 Exams will run from Monday 16th November to Friday 20th November; 

 Year 11 examinations have been capped at 90 minutes. Many are less than 90 minutes. In all 

cases 15 minutes of reading time will be allocated; 

 Some of these may be run in Monash venues if they are available, but the remainder will 

take place at school; 

 Year 10 classes will continue when the Year 11 exams are on; 

 Year 11 students are only required at school when they have an exam. 

Finally, I am sure you are all hoping some of the Covid19 Melbourne restrictions will ease tomorrow, when 

the Premier could be celebrating eight consecutive cases on no new Covid19 infections. Well done to all of 

us, and well done Melbourne. A boost for everyone, and it has come I suspect, just in time. 

Take care and stay safe 

Peter Corkill, Principal 


