
JMSS Update To Community re Covid19 T4-10 – VCE Exams off to a good start! 
 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS Community 

I trust this latest update finds you all safe and well, and enjoying the feeling of getting closer to the ’new 

normal’, which is starting to take shape. This week the update will focus on three themes: 

1. The Australian Science Fair – running at JMSS NEXT week from 23rd – 25th November; 

2. Arrangements for the exams this week, involving Years 11 and 12 students, as well as those Year 10 

students studying a Year 11 subject; 

3. Opportunities for the school over the next five weeks, which might otherwise not have proven 

possible without the recent success of the community’s efforts to suppress the spread of the Covid-

19 virus. 

Theme One: The Australian Science Fair 

Despite the huge impact of the pandemic this year, JMSS will still host the second edition of the Australian 

Science Fair online and onsite at JMSS from Monday November 23rd to Wednesday November 25th. The 

ASF began last year with the assistance of the Department of Education and Training, and Monash 

University. The ASF will involve students and teachers from a science-specialist school from each state and 

territory in Australia. 

All of JMSS’s Year 10 students will also participate. They will present the findings of their research projects 

and share their learnings with others over this time, both via their posters, and in their oral presentations 

during the conference. They will also participate in a range of STEM activities over the three days, including 

the STEM engineering challenge and workshops organised by Monash academic staff. 

A huge congratulations to the many staff and students from JMSS who have played a key role in getting the 

event to this stage, led by Dr. Mel Denney our Head of Science, Ms Fiona Bui and Ms Lia Bay, Assistant 

Heads of Science. I will provide more detail in next week’s update. 

Theme Two: Orientation for New Students, and Presentation Night Graduation for Year 12 

The achievement of 16 successive days with no new Covid19 cases is a most impressive outcome, and one 

which would be the envy of many places around the world at the moment. Consequently, discussions 

around a revised orientation program for new Year 10 and 11 students coming to JMSS in 2021 can now 

take place, as well as a possible rethink of how Presentation Night might be able to feature ‘live onsite 

components’ as well as pre-recorded items. So far we can let everyone know the following: 

 We are waiting for more guidance at the Premier’s briefing next Sunday, November 22nd, on 

whether we will be able to run an orientation program for new Year 10 and 11 students onsite this 

year. We feel this to be a really important part of our induction procedure and will provide more 

information to everyone when it is available; 

 Course Confirmation for all students will take place from Monday 30th November to Thursday 3rd 

December. Details regarding these interviews will be coming out shortly; 

 There will be a full week of orientation lessons for all 2021 Years 11 and 12 students from Monday 

December 7th to Friday December 11th. All students in these year levels will be expected to attend; 

 At this stage the Orientation Day for new Year 10 students in 2021, has been scheduled for Tuesday 

December 8th. We are awaiting advice regarding whether this will be permitted; 

 This year’s Presentation Night will take place on Friday 11th December at 7pm. Most of the 

speeches and performances will be pre-recorded and shown virtually on the night; 

 We are planning to record the formal Year 12 Graduation ceremony here at JMSS at 5pm on 

Wednesday 9th December at 5pm. All Year 12 students will receive their graduation folder one 

student at a time, in House Groups. The ceremony will be filmed and added to Friday’s night’s 

presentation. We would ask all Year 12 students to come in full school uniform for this event. 



Theme Three: Examinations and Private Study Arrangements 

VCE Unit 3, 4 students 

The first round of Year 12 examinations ran very smoothly last week. We are all very thankful for the co-

operation of all of our Year 12 students in arriving on site and reporting to Lecture Theatre South One for 

the compulsory briefing, roll call and organisation into groups before proceeding to the appropriate exam 

venues inside the university. Please take note of the following: 

 All Year 12 students should continue to take note of their exam navigator thoroughly. Please 

ensure you know when the exam begins, what materials to bring, including your photo ID. Your 

exam timetable will tell you the location; 

 Your individual exam timetable has been given to you. You must be at the designated sign-in 

point at least an hour before the exam; 

 Remember that you must sit the exam no matter how sick you are. Whilst this statement is 

seemingly at odds with previous advice regarding Covid19, it must be remembered that we have 

just recorded 16 successive days without any new cases, so the likelihood of Covid being the cause 

of any illness is extremely low. That said, please get tested if you are concerned and inform the 

school immediately if this is the case. We will seek further advice if necessary. Remember you can 

only apply for a derived exam score if you have sat the exam; 

 You have each received your exam location summary, arrival time and a list of sign in locations. Big 

cohort exams MUST abide by social distancing when signing in, so for these you will have to sign in 

at the South One Lecture Theatre; 

 A number of Year 12 students have recently changed address or phone numbers. If so, you MUST 

inform both Reception and Mrs Vandenberg so that your details can be corrected on the JMSS 

database and also the VCAA database; 

 Any other queries can be directed to Mrs Turner or Robertson. Remember that all exams are run 

strictly by VCAA and you must be in full school uniform; 

 Year 12 students are welcome to study at school. Please sign in on the Compass kiosk when you 

arrive and sign out when you leave. Please wear a mask at all times and sanitise your hands on 

arrival and again when you leave. If you want to see a teacher for help, you should email that 

teacher at least a day before to negotiate a suitable time. Please don’t assume they will be free to 

see you at any time. 

 

Year 10 and VCE Unit 1, 2 Students 

 Unit 1, 2 exams will run THIS WEEK from Monday 16th November to Friday 20th November; 

 Year 10 classes will continue as normal; 

 The only exams for Year 10 students will involve those students studying Unit 1, 2 Mathematical 

Methods, Unit 2 Physics and the Advanced Chemistry elective; 

 All examinations have been capped at 90 minutes, and many are less. In all cases 15 minutes of 

reading time will be allocated; 

 The exams will be run in Monash venues if they are available, otherwise at JMSS; 

 All Year 10 students, and all students undertaking exams, must be in full school uniform; 

 Year 11 students are welcome to study at school. Please sign in on the Compass kiosk when you 

arrive and sign out when you leave. Please wear a mask at all times and sanitise your hands on 

arrival and again when you leave. If you want to see a teacher for help, you should email that 

teacher at least a day before to negotiate a suitable time. This will maximise your chances of them 

being free when you come in to see them; 

 Year 10 classes will continue when the Year 11 exams are on, but Year 10 students undertaking a 

Year 11 exam must prioritise this exam over any scheduled classes; 



 Year 11 students are only required at school this week when they have an exam. 

Private Study at JMSS 

 Students wishing to study at JMSS may use the areas on the middle of each of the first and second 

floors, adjacent to the Assistant Principal Offices. Unfortunately, we cannot allocate you the sole 

use of the bridges on the ends of both the first and second floors as they are still being used by 

Year 10 classes; 

 Monash libraries have not reopened as yet, and we have not been given any indication of when or 

even if this might change; 

 That being the case, students may study at JMSS until 6pm at which time the building needs to be 

cleared. I hope that is ok with everyone. 

Have a great week, and continued best wishes to all students undertaking final assessments. This week’s 

readings illuminate some major international events, and their impact more widely. I hope you find them 

informative.  

Take care and stay safe 

Peter Corkill 

Principal 

 


