
JMSS Update To Community re Covid19 T4-11 – Moving from Exams to Transition Programs for 2021 
 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS Community 

I trust this latest update finds you all safe and well. You will all be pleased with Melbourne’s and Victoria’s 

progress regarding Covid19, as close as is reasonable to contemplate that we have eliminated Covid19 as it 

stands. Therefore, we will now be able to conduct certain onsite events over the next four weeks with 

more surety. 

Before discussing any implications for future events, can I please thank and congratulate on everyone’s 

behalf Dr. Mel Denney, our Head of Science, together with her Assistant Heads Fiona Bui and Lia Bay, and 

together with their teachers and support staff, for the wonderfully successful three-day Australian Science 

Fair, run for the third time on the JMSS Campus, and for the second time with multiple teams from 

interstate. We are all so proud of Mel and her team for putting on this exceptional event, in the midst of 

Year 12 exams and after the challenges we have all faced this year. It is simply a remarkable achievement 

and was an outstanding event for all participants. 

Lastly can I congratulate all of our students for their co-operation during the VCE exam period. Despite the 

huge logistical challenges, our VCE team, ably led by Assistant Principal Andrew Chisholm, has done a 

spectacular job in getting all of the exams organised. They even managed to cope with one of the exam 

rooms flooding as a consequence of the massive rain event last week. And the students have done their 

part, been on time, and wonderfully co-operative as usual. 

I would now like to put some shape around some key events over the next few weeks. 

Course Confirmation Interviews for New Year 10 students 

 These interviews will take place on Thursday 3rd December and Friday 4th December, onsite at 

JMSS; 

 Six panels will operate at the same time, with meetings capped at 15 minutes; 

 Parents will be permitted inside the building with their son or daughter, but strict limits will apply 

to the total number of visitors allowed inside JMSS at once. We have organised the schedules to 

allow only 10 parents inside JMSS at any one time. Please be understanding of our situation if you 

are asked to wait outside for a while before for your appointment; 

 Visiting parents and students will be asked to sanitise their hands on entry into and departure from 

the JMSS building; 

 All visitors, teachers and students involved in this program must wear a mask while inside the JMSS 

building. 

Course Confirmation Interviews for current JMSS students proceeding into Years 11 and 12 in 2021 

 These interviews will take place onsite at JMSS from Monday November 30th until Wednesday 

December 2nd; 

 Parents are welcome to attend these interviews with their students, but are not compelled to do 

so; 

 Parents will be permitted inside the building with their son or daughter, but strict limits will apply 

to the total number of visitors allowed inside JMSS at once. We have organised the schedules to 

allow only 10 parents inside JMSS at any one time. Please be understanding of our situation if you 

are asked to wait outside for a while before for your appointment, and please keep to your 

allocated interview time; 

 Parents and students will be asked to sanitise their hands on entry into and departure from the 

JMSS building; 

 All students, parents and teachers involved in this program must wear a mask while inside the JMSS 

building. 



Orientation Day for new Year 10 students 

 This program will take place on Tuesday 8th December, during the Orientation Week for all JMSS 

students undertaking Years 11 and 12 in 2021; 

 Only those students undertaking Unit 1, 2 Mathematical Methods are required at 8:45am. All other 

new Year 10 students will arrive at JMSS at 10:45am; 

 There is a welcome to all students at 11am in the South One lecture theatre, followed by four 

rotations in House groups: Sport Activity, House Introduction, Initiative Game and Literacy Test; 

 Year 10 students will finish their day at 3:20pm in the South One Lecture Theatre. 

Orientation Day for new Year 11 students 

 This program will take place on Wednesday 2nd December; 

 The introductory session begins at 10:30am in G02/03 at JMSS; 

 Students will be divided into three groups and will meet with their PCO mentors. They will then 

meet the IT team who will make sure their devices can connect to the internet and other systems at 

JMSS; 

 They will be introduced to the Mathematica program they will use in their Mathematics classes, will 

meet their House leaders and be familiarised with the Monash campus; 

 They will finish their day at 2:30pm; 

Orientation Week for all 2021 Years 11 and 12 students 

 This program will begin on Monday 7th December and finish on Friday 11th December. Normal 

school lesson times will apply; 

 Students will be able to undertake FOUR lessons in each of their Year 11 or 12 subjects for 2021; 

 This program will also include the new Year 11 students joining the school for 2021. Since those 

students will not be returning to their original schools this year, they have been granted permission 

by DET to participate. 

2020 Prize Presentation and Year 12 Graduation ceremonies 

 The majority of the individual performances and presentations will be filmed at school over the 

next two weeks; 

 The Year 12 Graduation Ceremony will be filmed in the afternoon of Wednesday 9th December from 

2pm until 4pm. All Year 12 students and all staff are expected to attend onsite for this event; 

 The 2020 Presentation Night will be screened to the whole community on Friday 11th December, 

from 7pm onwards. Everyone in our community will be emailed this link and all students and their 

families are encouraged to join this event, our final whole-community event of the year. 

Semester Two Reports 

 These will be published and made available to all o parents on Monday 14th December, at 4pm. 

Have a great week, and continued best wishes to all students undertaking final assessments. This week’s 

readings illuminate some advances in science, and some interesting reflections about and consequences of 

Covid19, and the new world we are emerging into. I hope you enjoy them. 

Take care and please stay safe 

Peter Corkill 

Principal 

 


