
JMSS Update To Community re Covid19 T4-12 – Clearer Air Towards the End of Term Four, 2020 
 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS Community 

We are certainly moving into far less troubled times as the term and the academic year both draw to a 

close. I think today represents the 35th consecutive day in Victoria with no new cases of the Covid 19 virus, 

a far cry from the chaos of July and August when Victoria’s projection was far direr. So we look forward to 

sharing Christmas with our families and friends in greater numbers than we thought possible even a month 

ago, and to enjoying some well-eared time away from school over the holiday break. 

Week 10 – Orientation for Years 11 and 12 students for 2021 

 Next week we welcome back all 2021 Years 11 and 12 students, promoted from Years 10 and 11 in 

2020. All these students will have confirmed their 2021 courses at JMSS this week; 

 This program will begin on Monday 7th December and finish on Friday 11th December. Normal 

school lesson times will apply; 

 28 new students will join the Year 11 cohort. All of those students visited JMSS this week, 

completed their course confirmation and spent time with the Transition Co-ordinator Mr. 

Anderson, as well as each of the PCOs Sally, Andrew and myself. We will continue to perform a 

guiding role for these students next year as they settle in to their new school. They will of course be 

supported by the new Mentor and House Leaders to which they have been assigned. It was terrific 

meeting them all, and from what I saw the other day they will make a great contribution to our 

school over the next two years; 

 On Tuesday next week, we will be joined by our 225 new Year 10 students. They will spend the day 

both onsite at JMSS and in facilities around the university. No doubt they will be welcomed into 

their new Houses as has become the tradition here at JMSS. Sadly, the PFA will not be able to run 

their traditional welcome BBQ but hopefully events like those may return at some stage next year; 

 A few reminders to all students about next week: 

o First of all, a HUGE WELCOME BACK to learning onsite at JMSS for 2021! 

o And secondly, a huge welcome to all of our new Year 11 students! On Monday these 

students will not be in school uniform, so please take this opportunity to introduce 

yourselves and make them feel welcome in your classes, Houses and Mentor Groups; 

o All of you will have confirmed your 2021 courses so will be placed into lessons in each of 

these classes during this Orientation Week. You should expect to receive FOUR lessons in 

each of your subjects. Your weekly timetables are on Compass; 

o The teacher in each class may or may not be the teacher you have next year, depending on 

staff movements, final teaching allotments and the final timetable; 

o You will receive some work to complete over the holiday period, so please ensure you have 

this ready before you come back. Many students find it a good strategy to get this work 

done prior to Christmas, and then relax over the rest of the break; 

o You MUST read the texts prescribed for your English course next year, again ideally 

completed over the holiday break. 

Orientation Day for new Year 10 students 

 This program will take place on Tuesday 8th December, during the Orientation Week for all JMSS 

students undertaking Years 11 and 12 in 2021; 

 Only those students undertaking Unit 1, 2 Mathematical Methods are required at 8:45am. All other 

new Year 10 students will arrive at JMSS at 10:45am; 

 There is a welcome to all students at 11am in the South One lecture theatre, followed by four 

rotations in House groups: Sport Activity, House Introduction, Initiative Game and Literacy Test; 

 Year 10 students will finish their day at 3:20pm in the South One Lecture Theatre. 



2020 Prize Presentation and Year 12 Graduation ceremonies 

 The majority of the individual performances and presentations for Presentation Night have been 

filmed at school over the last two weeks; 

 The Year 12 Graduation Ceremony will take place in real time on the afternoon of Wednesday 9th 

December from 2pm until 4pm. All Year 12 students and all staff are expected to attend onsite for 

this event; 

 The 2020 Presentation Night will be screened to the whole community on Friday 11th December, 

from 7pm onwards. Everyone in our community will be emailed this link and all students and their 

families are encouraged to join this event, our final whole-community event of the year. 

Semester Two Reports 

 These will be published and made available to all o parents on Monday 14th December, at 4pm. 

Finally, I received this email regarding one of the articles sent with the Update last week, from Catherine 

Deltour: 

 

‘Following your article in the newsletter regarding the new Google mapping tool that shows USA cities 

where they need to plant more trees, here is some information that might be of interest to you and JMSS 

students related to what happens in Australia: 

o The National Environment Science Program is funded by the Australian Government. 

(http://www.environment.gov.au/science/nesp#research-hubs); 

o Within this "Program", The Clean Air and Urban Landscapes Hub has been working on 

different subjects (https://nespurban.edu.au/about/nesp/); 

o Within this framework, they developed an application called "shadeways" for the city of 

Bendigo (https://www.shadeways.net/). 

 

Great to see people finding them of interest and use. This week’s readings feature a Leadership theme, 

both within educational settings and outside them. The article about Jeff Bezos and his approach at 

Amazon gives a really interesting insight. There is also more about that ‘monolith’ which keeps bobbing up 

and disappearing, confusing people in the US, as well as a report concerning a couple of scientists 

proposing to reconfigure the Periodic Table. Great to see the thinking in action there! 

I hope you enjoy them. 

Take care and please stay safe 

Peter Corkill 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS Community 

I trust this finds you all well. Life at JMSS has continued apace. This week saw the conclusion of Year 12 

exams and the large job of finalising and confirming the courses of all of the students in Years 10 to 12 at 

JMSS next year. A huge thanks to Mal Anderson, Andrew Chisholm, Wendy Vandenburg, Grace Turner, 

Deirdre Robertson, Kirstine Carter and our visiting counsellors Angela Woodman and Jenny Parker, for 

pulling all this together. And thanks of course to all of our staff who helped out on panels and handled the 

logistics and paperwork at reception.  

http://www.environment.gov.au/science/nesp#research-hubs
https://nespurban.edu.au/about/nesp/
https://www.shadeways.net/


This Update focuses on the program running at JMSS next week, and the arrangements we have put in 

place to minimise any Covid risk. This includes the return of all 2021 Year 11 and 12 students into their 

Orientation classes next week. We also welcome all of our new Year 11s next week, and our new Year 10s 

for a full day on Tuesday. 

Please enjoy the focus on leadership in this week’s readings, the article about Jeff Bezos is especially 

fascinating. I have also included the Indigenous Newsletter from our Region, which contains plenty of 

interesting references. Lastly the growing mystery of the ‘monolith’ which keeps appearing, disappearing, 

and appearing somewhere else will also cause you to think!!! 

Best wishes to you all. 

Peter Corkill 

Principal 

 

 


