
JMSS Update To Community re Covid19 T4-13 – Latest Easing of Restrictions - Term Four, 2020 
 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS Community 

It is great to see students back at school, the 2020 Years 10 and 11 students undertaking their respective 

orientation programs for entry into Years 11 and 12 respectively in 2021. Two days in, and it’s going well. 

Today also marked the first full day for the new Year 10 students, onsite at Monash University. From what I 

saw today, we are welcoming another group of fine young people into our community next year, all 225 of 

them! 

Today I write regarding the Department of Education and Training’s response to the Premier’s 

announcements last Sunday regarding the further easing of restrictions due to Covid-19 in Victoria. These 

arrangements especially relate to the work of schools. 

1. Students who may be medically vulnerable 

As per the advice of the Victorian Chief Health Officer, given the current low risk of coronavirus (COVID-19) 

transmission in the community, students with medical vulnerabilities can feel reassured that they can 

safely return to learning on school sites. 

2. Staff who may be medically vulnerable 

As per the advice of the Victorian Chief Health Officer, given the current low risk of coronavirus (COVID-19) 

transmission in the community, those with medical vulnerabilities (or their carers) can feel reassured that 

they can safely return to working and learning on school sites. 

3. School Health and Safety Operations 

Most school operations can now resume standard delivery alongside the continued promotion and 

reinforcing of core strategies such as staying home when unwell, enhanced cleaning, continuing regular 

hand hygiene and maintaining physical distance when practical to do so. 

4. Physical Distancing 

Students should practise physical distancing where possible. Maintaining a physical distance of 1.5 metres 

will not always be practical in the school environment and may be particularly challenging in the younger 

years of primary school. In these contexts, a combination of health and safety measures should be utilised 

to reduce risk. 

Density limits do not apply in classrooms and other spaces for the purposes of student use, including 

corridors and other shared areas. 

Density limits of one person per two square metres apply to staff areas such as staff lunchrooms and areas 

accessed by the public, such as reception areas. For public areas, signage must be displayed to indicate the 

maximum number of members of the public that may be present in the space at a single time. 

5. Face masks in schools 

As per the directions of the Victorian Chief Health Officer, the following actions are mandatory: 

 Face masks to be worn by individuals over the age of 12 when on public transport and school buses 

– unless you have a lawful exemption. 

 Individuals over the age of 12 must carry a face mask at all times. 

 The same exemptions to the wearing of face masks apply in schools as when people are out in the 

community. This includes students who are over the age of 12 and are unable to wear a face mask 

due to the nature of their disability. This also includes students or staff who have a medical 

condition, such as problems with their breathing, a serious skin condition on the face, a disability or 

a mental health condition. 



 Face masks are no longer required in school settings. However, they are recommended for use by 

staff and students when physical distancing of 1.5m cannot be maintained; 

 A face mask must cover the nose and mouth. Face shields, scarves or bandanas do not meet these 

requirements. 

 

6. Visitors to school 

 Visitors to school grounds must comply with physical distancing and face mask recommendations 

set out in this briefing, and practise good hand hygiene; 

 There is no requirement to limit the number or type of visitors to school premises, however the 

density limit of one person per two square metres should be applied to any spaces being accessed 

by parent/carers and other visitors. 

 To support contact tracing, schools must keep a record of all staff, students and visitors who attend 

on-site for more than 15 minutes. Schools must record the name, contact details, date, and time of 

attendance at school, as well as the areas of the school that the person attended. Schools can use 

existing mechanisms such as visitor sign-in procedures, student attendance records and staffing 

rosters to record this information. 

7. End of year assemblies, graduations and other gatherings (e.g. school sports events) 

 If an event is held with external guests (parents/carers/visitors) then the overall attendee limit 

(inclusive of guests, staff and students) must be based on available floor space of the venue; with 

the density limit of one person per two square metres applied; 

 If an event is held exclusively with students and staff from a single school, density limits do not 

apply to the venue or dancefloor, regardless of whether the event is held at school or at a 

hospitality venue, entertainment facility or community facilities. 

8. School formals 

 School formals are permitted to resume; 

 If held on school premises and attended exclusively by students and staff from a single school, 

venue density limits do not apply to the venue or dance floor. 

 If held at an external hospitality venue, entertainment facility or community facility the school will 

need to abide by the restrictions on the type of venue, including restrictions on dancing — dance 

floors can operate with a maximum of 50 people or a density limit of one person per four square 

metres, whichever is fewer people. 

 

9. Professional Development and Staff Meetings 

Face-to-face professional development and staff meetings can recommence. The density limit of one 

person per two square metres should apply to spaces used by staff for these activities. 

 

10. Sport and Recreation 

All interschool sports (indoor and outdoor) are now permitted. In line with community advice, reasonable 

precautions are still advised to reduce the risk of coronavirus (COVID-19) transmission with sporting 

activity. Schools should follow Sport and Recreation Victoria guidance when planning sporting activities 

and interschool sport. School Sport Victoria will be updating guidance for interschool sport. 

 

11. Use of woodwind and brass instruments, singing, voice projection and dance  

Use of wind and brass instruments, singing and voice projection does entail risk of potential spread of 

aerosols and droplets. 

https://sport.vic.gov.au/news/articles/Victorias-roadmap-for-sport-and-recreation-the-last-steps


Musical instruments may be used and group singing is permitted without specified limits. However, schools 

must consider and implement measures that may prevent or significantly reduce the risk of infection 

transmission as outlined by DHHS Coronavirus (COVID-19) transmission from air-circulating, wind-blowing 

devices and activities (Word). Measures include physical distancing, moving outdoors, increasing 

ventilation, reducing the number of people, or reducing the length of time. 

 

12. Interschool Activities 

All interschool activities can resume. Density limits of one person per two square metres should be applied 

to spectator areas when parents or other guests are in attendance. See Sport and Recreation for further 

information about interschool sport. 

 

13. 2020 Prize Presentation and Year 12 Graduation ceremonies 

The majority of the individual performances and presentations for Presentation Night have been filmed at 

school over the last two weeks; 

The Year 12 Graduation Ceremony will take place in real time on the afternoon of Wednesday 9th 

December from 2pm until 4pm. All Year 12 students and all staff are expected to attend onsite for this 

event; 

The 2020 Presentation Night will be screened to the whole community on Friday 11th December, from 

7pm onwards. Everyone in our community will be emailed this link and all students and their families are 

encouraged to join this event, our final whole-community event of the year. 

14. Semester Two Reports 

These will be published and made available to all o parents on Monday 14th December, at 4pm. 

 

It’s great to see people finding the weekly articles of interest and use. This week’s readings feature more of 

Science, implications of the pandemic, with a focus on the incredible uses to which modern technologies 

are being put. Some of the mathematical modelling is wonderful. I hope you enjoy them. 

We will issue the final edition of the Update next weekend, edition T4_14.  

Take care and please stay safe 

Peter Corkill 

Principal 

 

 

https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/faq-covid-19-transmission-air-and-wind-moving-devices-doc
https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/faq-covid-19-transmission-air-and-wind-moving-devices-doc

