
Status Update 10 regarding the Covid-19 Coronavirus     23rd March 2020 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS community 

 

As you will all realise, all government schools in Victoria concluded Term One studies today, and students began 

what is essentially an extended holiday period. I have attached the latest advice from DET which explains the early 

finish and what the plan for the next few weeks looks like. 

 

Sally and I visited all classes in Lesson 3 today to reinforce the following points: 

 students should feel reassured that JMSS is well placed to deliver its curriculum online, by virtue of the 

expertise gathered over the past 8 years from the online platform powering the Emerging Sciences Victoria 

program. All teachers should feel confident this platform will work well for everyone; 

 that plans for translating to online learning were in good hands and well advanced; 

 to make smart choices about their movements over the next few weeks, and pay clear practical heed of 

social distancing guidelines AT ALL TIMES; 

 to look after themselves and help out at home. It is not surprising that so many of our students have 

younger siblings, so we felt it important to state the need to help parents get through the following weeks; 

 TO CONTROL WHAT YOU CAN, AND NOT WORRY ABOUT THINGS NOT IN YOUR CONTROL. I feel this is vitally 

important. Control your own learning, control how well you keep up with the classes, control your 

attendance and your output. Don’t worry about SACs, study scores, SEAS, ATARs. Greater powers than us 

will work all that out! 

We were also able to answer many questions about the online platform. In short this is a summary: 

 the school timetable will continue as it is now. All timetabled lessons will run at their scheduled times. A link 

will be emailed to students and they can join each class by clicking on that link. Mentor Group will run as we 

feel it important to maintain this link for all students; 

 lessons will involve input from teachers in live time. Students will be able to take notes, try examples and co-

construct solutions to problems as they would normally. Some lessons will involve direct instruction, others 

will be more Q&A based. There might be short quizzes delivered online to allow teachers to check progress; 

 it is highly unlikely we will be able to run Year 12 SACs, and we believe this is VCAA’s problem to solve. We 

trust they are onto it and will provide guidance soon; 

 if you are ill and cannot attend a lesson or a day’s worth of lessons, then you will need a note from home to 

cover off on that; 

 practical work in science will be difficult. I am sure your teachers are working on ways to make the learning 

experience interesting despite this; 

 we have strongly discouraged long lectures. This is to ensure that students do not end up spending up to six 

hours watching or working on a computer screen, which is basically not healthy; 

 students will not be required to wear school uniform. They can relax and wear comfortable clothes. One 

teacher suggested a ‘No Shirt No Service’ policy which we think sums it up pretty well!! 

 students need to realise that the roll will be marked at the start of each lesson. This data WILL contribute to 

your overall attendance; 

 students and teachers are also welcome to make contact via email, but please understand that replies will 

likely me much slower from now on. Nonetheless we will do our best; 

 if your internet is poor, or at worst non-existent, go to a friend’s house, or come in to Monash. Some 

buildings like the Learning and Teaching building are still open and you can access the internet there. You 

might even be allowed to access the internet at school. Remember though you should endeavour to 

minimise your travel if this is the case. If you live near Monash then by all means come onto the campus. 

Otherwise use a community library or go to a friend’s place. Travelling long distances on public transport is 

not ideal and may not even be possible by then. 

So students – your job is to log in to lessons every day, complete the work and stay up with any assignments or other 

work demands. You will be able to speak to your teachers, email them and remain in touch. But please remember 



many of our teachers are looking after 100 students or more. So in that case the day of the independent learner has 

arrived!! 

That means taking full responsibility for your own learning. In every class there are loads of talented students who 

can give you a hand when you have doubts. Work together in small groups, three or four. Help one another. Work 

on things together. Only send the teachers questions which NONE of you can do. If you take responsibility for your 

own learning in each subject, sort out any points of confusion quickly and use your friends for help first, get work in 

on time, complete any online quizzes on your own (to gauge how you are really going) then you will be fine. And 

please turn up to every online lesson! 

Finally include some resources I thought might prove useful. 

1. One of the Primary Principals in our network provided this link to a video produced by the Royal Children’s 

Hospital. The doctor discusses how to communicate about Covid-19 with your younger children. 

https://www.facebook.com/248587695154749/posts/3279067625440059/?vh=e&d=n 

 

2. Rowen May, our Head of Mathematics, has offered these two resources to our staff, and these are well 

worth sharing with students and families. I am sure you all see daily flippancy around social distancing. These 

resources should help everyone understand why. Parents – please reinforce these guidelines at home. And 

students – please start practising this yourselves! 

 

You may like to use this animation in class/mentor to help explain social distancing. 

https://thespinoff.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Covid-19-Transmission-graphic-

01.gif?fbclid=IwAR1fwwVxmJnoanbGtMc-gXNEEAfat7aZNCNQaV8aj8eleLtf37nnSNpDI3E 

 

This article also has some good simulations about the effects of quarantine and social distancing. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2020/world/corona-simulator/ 

Student Leaders Stepping Up 

Today ended with our School Captains speaking to all students and staff over the school’s PA System and wishing 

them well over the weeks ahead, and encouraging them to work together and look after one another. This was their 

idea and I was very happy to support it. It is great seeing our student leaders step up in this way. First the bushfires, 

and now Covid 19. They have galvanised their student colleagues and brought them together with their energy and 

passion. I am sure Jackson McAloon, Emmy-Lou Reeve, Zac Elimelech and Charlotte Gilley never expected that this 

would be their lot when they accepted their badges last year. But we are so lucky they did. Our community is in good 

hands. 

I will continue these updates as best I can over the coming weeks, perhaps at a slightly slower rate than one per day. 

In the interim, stay safe, stay well and stay together. 

Best regards 

Peter Corkill 

Principal 
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