
Status Update 2-1 regarding the Covid-19 Coronavirus     11th April 2020 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS community 

 

Term Two is fast approaching, I trust you have all managed to settle into your ‘home units’ over the break and are 

getting used to life as we know it to be now.  

 

Despite some very recent optimism about Australia, and especially Victoria, ‘flattening the curve’, and looking like 

having prevented the sort of catastrophic outcomes we are sadly seeing in some places overseas, we are in no 

position to ‘ease the reins’ yet. So as predicted, JMSS will resume for students this coming Wednesday, online. 

 

I have attached some documents with this latest mail-out that I hope you find useful: 

 The arrangements for classes, start and finish times, and expectations in each class. Note that this includes 

some slight changes to some classes, such as Year 10 Science electives; 

 Advice and protocols for students and parents about effective online learning; 

 Information about student attendance onsite; 

 Some advice for students from Andrew Fuller about using the opportunity to ‘surge ahead’ in your studies. 

Late on Thursday evening we received additional information regarding school attendance which I am relaying to 

you now. In short, it states that all students who can learn at home must learn from home. This is a very clear 

directive by the Victorian Government based on the advice of the Chief Health Officer. It states: 

All students will be learning from home, except for children on days when they are not able to be supervised at 
home and it is deemed through the application process that no other arrangements can be made. 

This is not an action being taken lightly, it is a necessary action due to Victoria being in a declared State of 

Emergency and I understand it may cause you and your family some concern and stress. Please know this step is 

being taken to slow the spread of the virus and ensure the health and safety of all Victorians. 

Also ttached to this Compass notification, is an application form for on-site attendance. If you feel you have grounds 

to request your son or daughter attend school you must complete and return the attached application. The grounds 

for attending school are on the application form. No student is permitted to be on the school grounds without the 

approval, by the school principal, of an official application. 

Application forms must be submitted weekly by Thursday via email to Mrs Cheah-Johnson for approval for 

attendance the following week. If you are intending on submitting an application for your child to attend school next 

week, commencing on Wednesday 15th April, you must submit your application by Monday 13th April. 

For students who have approval to attend on-site will only be permitted to enter the school buildings if they are in 

good health and it is very important that students are aware school will run very differently to what students are 

familiar with. A strict entry protocol will be applied: 

 Students are to gather at the front of the school, observing the social distancing requirements of 1.5m apart, 

and wait to be admitted; 

 Each student must sign an entry log-in, they will have their temperature taken upon arrival and must 

thoroughly sanitize their hands prior to entering the school building; 

 Students with approval to be at school must attend in full school uniform; 

 Students at school will be supervised to complete the same remote learning platform as the students at 

home, so they will need their laptop with them; 

 Students will not be in their usual classrooms or be supervised by their normal classroom teachers during 

the day. They will be allocated a place on the ground floor and social distancing will be strictly enforced. 

Most of our teachers will also be working from home. All of them have been working hard to put curriculum plans in 

place to ensure continuity of learning and to support the wellbeing of all our students. So again to be clear, students 



who attend at JMSS will still be learning ‘remotely’, and will not be able to have ‘live’ interactions with their 

teachers. 

This is clearly going to be a challenging time for all of us, and we will all be learning and adjusting our practices as the 

situation evolves. It is going to be critically important that we work very closely together to ensure that we provide 

the very best possible support for the ongoing wellbeing and learning of our students.  

Regarding the scheduling of each day from now on, students please note: 

 You can expect to join each scheduled class via a link sent to your JMSS email; 

 The platform we are using is Cisco WebEX. It is an audio and video platform; 

 Your attendance will be marked in each session; 

 The guidelines and protocols for attending and working in these remotely taught lessons are contained in 

this Compass mail-out; 

The Department of Education and Training’s Learning from Home website provides information and resources for 

parents and carers: https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/learning/Pages/home-learning.aspx 

Further information regarding coronavirus (COVID-19) and schools can be found on the Department’s website, which 

will continue to be updated as the situation evolves: 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/coronavirus.aspx 

All School Leaders Stepping Up 

I have been working with our School Captains, Jackson McAloon, Emmy-Lou Reeve, Zac Elimelech and Charlotte 

Gilley, ‘virtually’ over the holiday period. They have been a wonderful sounding board for the needs of our students 

and community, and I look forward to continuing to seek their counsel in the weeks ahead. Likewise I have been 

collaborating with senior staff both remotely and onsite as we embark on this new way of working together. All of 

the documents I have shared with you in this mail-out have benefitted from their input and wisdom, and we look 

forward to continuing to work together as the challenges unfold. 

Tuesday 14th April is another day of learning for our staff, with the vast majority of them ‘off-site’. This is the way it 

will have to be for some time, the Department’s guidelines apply to teaching and support staff just as strictly as 

students. Teachers may come into the school now and again, but the clear message to them, as to all of our 

students, is that if you can stay at home, you must. Nevertheless, we will have a small contingent of staff onsite each 

day. We are running rotations with our Principal team, our Reception and Support Staff Teams, and our IT, Careers, 

VCE, Student Wellbeing, Laboratory and Outreach teams. We are observing strict social distancing and we do not 

anticipate any more than a maximum of 10 members of staff, including teachers, onsite at any one time. Calls to the 

General Office will be answered, but it may take some time for the person you wish to communicate with to get back 

to you, especially if they are not in-site when you ring. I thank you in advance for your understanding.  

I would like to publically thank all of the JMSS staff for the way they have collectively and individually embraced the 

challenges that lie ahead. We are lucky indeed to have the team we do, and I have every confidence that they will do 

the very best job they can for your sons and daughters in the challenging times which lie ahead. Please remember 

that have families too, and many have young children, but I am sure they will all make sure their online lessons will 

be engaging and they will exercise the same level of care for your students that they have onsite at school.  

I will continue these updates as best I can over the coming weeks, no doubt at a lower rate than one per day. In the 

interim, stay safe, stay well and stay together. 

Best regards 

Peter Corkill 

Principal 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/learning/Pages/home-learning.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/coronavirus.aspx

