
Status Update 2-2 regarding the Covid-19 Coronavirus     19th April 2020 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS community 

 

Well who would have thought this possible or even likely at the start of 2020. We at JMSS have just completed the 

first week of term 2, ONLINE. Last week all students worked from home, and almost all teachers worked from home 

as well. To date we have had no students onsite, and while we surely miss you all, it is fantastic that you can ALL work 

from home, and avoid the need to travel on public transport to JMSS daily, which often involves huge distances for 

many of you. Regarding the remainder of the staff, the Principal Class Officers, Reception staff, IT staff, Wellbeing staff, 

VCE staff, Lab staff and Outreach staff are all on rosters. There are at least two Principal officers onsite at any one 

time, and the General Office is always staffed so phone-calls can be referred to the right person. 

We received advice from the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority last week. Some salient points were 

made which will be of interest to parents and senior students: 

Changes to the Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) and Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) in 2020 
 
The Victorian Government has announced that, on advice from the Chief Health Officer, all Victorian government 

schools will move to remote and flexible learning and teaching for Term 2. The Victorian Government has also 

announced the following adjustments to the delivery of the VCE: 

• The GAT test will move from June to October or November; 

• End-of-year exams will be postponed until at least December; 

• School-based assessment tasks will be reduced where possible to relieve some pressure on students as they move 

to remote and flexible learning arrangements – we are hoping to hear more about this in a couple of weeks; 

• Universities will be asked to delay the start of the 2021 university year to account for impacts of coronavirus on 

senior secondary students. 

VCAA will also provide information about Unit 4 of the VCE curriculum again in a couple of weeks. They have not 

made any changes to the expectations in Unit 3 Studies as half of these courses had been completed before the 

lockdown. As soon as we know any final decisions we will communicate them to you all. 

 

For those who are interested, you might like to know that the Monash campus has for all intents and purposes shut 

down. Only three or four businesses are still operating in the Campus Centre, including thankfully a couple of avenues 

to ‘real coffee’. We continue to hold meetings with the senior Monash administration who keep us abreast of how 

things are progressing from a University point of view. They will be operating on line for at least the rest of semester 

one. 

Alumni Tutoring Program 

I would again like to publicly acknowledge the work of our Alumni students in organising the weekly tutoring program 

for all students undertaking a Unit 3, 4 study this year. Over 270 JMSS students have taken this up, and around 70 

former students have signed up to be tutors. These tutorials will run online each weekday from 4pm until 8pm, and it 

all starts ON MONDAY THIS WEEK! Our students can choose a maximum of three subjects to join. SIMPLY 

OUTSTANDING! I have spoken to all of the tutors in an online forum last week, gave them plenty of hints about 

engaging the Year 12s in online lessons and thanking them sincerely for their help. 

To me this says everything about John Monash Science School and culture we have created there. We can all be so 

justly proud that so many former students have volunteered their time to help out our students at a time when many 

are looking for a bit of extra support. 

I have attached some documents with this latest mail-out that I hope you find useful: 

 The slightly amended arrangements for classes, start and finish times, and expectations in each class. Note 

that this includes some slight changes to some classes, such as Year 10 Science electives; 



 Advice and protocols for students and parents about effective online learning. Please note that while we 

have not specified the wearing of uniform, our thanks to everyone for observing the ‘neat casual’ 

expectation. Absolutely NO PYJAMAS! The one or two sleepy heads who were ‘busted’ hiding under a doona, 

whilst most amusing, have now had their moment of fame. Tomorrow please ALL CAMERAS TURNED ON, 

and everyone up and ready for action, and dressed appropriately, by 8:30am!! 

I would like to again publically congratulate and thank all of the JMSS staff for the way they have collectively and 

individually embraced the challenges of online learning. We are lucky indeed to have the team we do, and I have 

every confidence that they will do the very best job they can for your sons and daughters in weeks and even months 

ahead. A special note of thanks to all of those members of staff with technical expertise in online learning. They have 

been an invaluable resource for their colleagues and their patience and understanding have been thankfully 

boundless over recent weeks.  

I will continue these updates as best I can over the coming weeks, and certainly when I get hold of information which 

you need to know, or would find useful. In the interim, let me say again, stay safe, stay well and stay together. 

Best regards 

Peter Corkill 

Principal 


