
Status Update 2-3 regarding the Covid-19 Coronavirus     21st April 2020 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS community 

 

I hope the week is progressing well for you all. It is only today that marks our first full week of teaching and learning 

online. I would like to sincerely thank all of the staff for their hard work in preparing and presenting lessons in this new 

format, and of course to our students who are attending classes and becoming fully engaged in the discussions and 

activities being provided for them. I cannot recall a similarly remarkable transformation being achieved, where long-

held ways of knowing and doing have been completely reinvented in such a short time, certainly in my lifetime, and 

perhaps even ever. This transformation certainly needs teachers and students to engage fully, there is little room for 

passivity here. You just have to concentrate and stay fully involved in each moment. And of course there can be plenty 

of fun had too, if stories from some of the recent mentor sessions are anything to go by! 

Our Annual ANZAC Assembly IS GOING ONLINE ON FRIDAY MORNING THIS WEEK, 8:30am SHARP! 

Yes - you heard it here first! We are attempting the first and biggest assembly held on WebEX this week at JMSS, and 

we need ALL OF YOU TO JOIN US AT 8:30AM ON FRIDAY MORNING! The assembly will run from 8:30am and be 

finished by 9:15am to allow everyone to get to Lesson Two on time. Other speakers will include student leaders as 

well as senior JMSS school leaders.  

Our guest speaker is Mr. Michael Bennett, who is a great grandson of Sir John Monash himself. He will have some 

unique family insights to share, and well as some interesting historical anecdotes of Monash and some of his early 

life in Jerilderie, NSW. As you will all know, Monash is famous for his leadership of the Australian armed forces at 

Gallipoli in the first World War, as well as his huge contribution to Melbourne on his return, as an Engineer. He is 

credited with establishing the State Electricity Commission in Victoria as well as the construction of much of 

Melbourne’s infrastructure in the early part of the last century. 

We look forward to seeing all students in attendance. Rolls will be marked. 

Run The Mile You’re In 

I have attached an article I thought would be useful for you all to read. It is from a Leadership and Management journal 

in the US, and makes the comparison between a crisis and running a marathon. Here is an extract: 

This is the marathoner’s most helpful meditation, drawn from American half-marathon record-holder 
Ryan Hall’s recent book, "Run the Mile You’re In."  

At the start of a 26.2-mile race, the distance is overwhelming, but the only mile I have to run is the one 
I’m in. Worrying about the miles remaining could paralyze me in the current moment, could discourage 
me or drag me down. I know I can run a mile. I’ve run thousands of miles in my lifetime. 
 

To lots of people, it seems like we are trapped in some sort of time warp and life as we knew it has dramatically 

changed for the time being. When people can’t seem to see the light at the end of the tunnel, some lose hope. This is 

the LAST frame of mind we need to be in. So think of the marathoner, and run your miles ONE AT A TIME. Why? 

Because you can. Treat this as a ‘ONE DAY AT A TIME’ prospect and keep this in perspective. Like I said to the Year12s 

in a recent communication – control what you can, and don’t worry about what’s out of your control. There is no point. 

I look forward to the chance to speak to you all on Friday. Keep up the good work everyone! 

Best regards 

Peter Corkill 

Principal 

https://www.amazon.com/Run-Mile-Youre-Finding-Every/dp/0310354374

