
Status Update 2-4 regarding the Covid-19 Coronavirus     25th April 2020 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS community 

 

We have now completed three weeks of the ‘new normal’, all lessons online each day for all teachers and students. 

What used to be thought of as normal schooling, only a few weeks ago, is now something of a distant memory. 

Nonetheless I am amazed at the ease of the transition for most, the proactive response to this way of working by our 

students and the excellent way in which all of our staff have responded to this challenge. A small ‘skeleton’ staff 

continued to work daily onsite at school, and virtually (pardon the pun!) all of them are on rosters. 

Internet Connectivity and Reliability at Home 

I would like to reiterate that any students having internet problems at home should log the issue with JMSS 

eServices. The staff are there to support you, and there is provision for people to get assistance from the school, 

including financial support to rectify the problem. It is made available by the Department of Education and Training 

so please get in touch if you need to. 

A Huge Thanks For Attending Our ANZAC Assembly 

Friday’s ANZAC commemoration ceremony, as part of a whole school assembly, was attended virtually by over 700 

people. Those of you who experienced some ‘flakiness’ in reception will probably understand why now. It was an 

amazing response and I really hope all of our staff and students enjoyed the experience. I would like to thank our 

captains Jackson McAloon, Charlotte Gilley and Zac Elimelich for coming in to the school to host the event, to our IT 

‘gurus’ Brenton de Moel and Peter Palankay for making it work, and to Assistant Principal Andrew Chisholm for 

pulling it all together. 

Our guest speaker, Mr. Michael Bennett, a great grandson of Sir John Monash, spoke eloquently about the great 

man and the impact he has made on Michael’s life and obviously the lives of so many Victorians and Australians due 

to the enormous legacy of his work. I hope you enjoyed his reflections as well as those from our senior staff team. 

Now that we know we can manage the logistics behind such events, we hope to be able to present the next two 

assemblies scheduled later in term two live to you all as well. 

I have copied below some links to a production related to WW1 which are available for viewing on Youtube FREE OF 

CHARGE this weekend, courtesy of Michael. In his own words: ‘Dear Friends, I have just become aware of the 

availability on YouTube of the musical ‘3 Weeks in Spring’ by Ian Gerrard and Russell Tredinnick about the birth of 

the Anzac legend, set on the World War One battlefields and in Australian towns. I see Colonel Monash and his 

wife make an appearance. The performance was filmed last August at the Sydney State Theatre.  

See https://3weeksinspring.com 

There’s a little more about the origins of the production at 

https://www.bluemountainsgazette.com.au/story/6728091/musical-3-weeks-in-spring-available-for-free-online-on-

anzac-day/ 

Not a production I have heard about previously, but I thought you would like to be made aware. Regards, Michael’ 

The Big Questions 

At the moment I think people have two questions, and I thought I would address them both, and tell you what I 

know, or put more truthfully, don’t know. 

1. When will the restrictions ease and we can all come back onsite? 

You will all have read some of the commentary coming out of Canberra at the moment, both from the Prime 

Minister and Federal Minister for Education, and from the Chief Health Officer. The view seems to be that a return to 

the ‘old normal’ is not far away. There are claims that young people by and large are not significant carriers or 
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transmitters of Covid19, which is no doubt true, but as Mr. Morrison himself said, the potential problems arising 

from relaxing social distancing aren’t with the kids, it is with the staff. So a quite complex situation emerges. 

This is not being helped by statements from NSW and WA where plans for partial returns are being made, and in 

some way parents would have a choice about whether their students return to school or stay at home. The spectre 

of teachers in front of classes with some students onsite at school and others at home, simultaneously, has loomed. 

This looks to me to be plainly unworkable, so I do hope common good sense prevails. 

In Victoria Premier Daniel Andrews has made it clear several times that Victorian schools will remain teaching all 

classes online for the whole of term two. In a way, for certainties’ sake, I hope this is true. Any attempt at some sort 

of hybrid model sounds chaotic to me. Some people have suggested that maybe Year 12s can resume at school. If so, 

what about the many Year 11s doing a Unit 3, 4 study? We can postulate all we like, but for now, in Victoria, I think 

peace of mind is best found by understanding we will have around two more months of working this way. By then, I 

think we will have enough evidence to make an informed decision about the right way to go. 

2. What about SACs and exams? 

This indeed is the ‘$64000 question’, to quote an old TV game show. We expected to hear from VCAA last week 

about how this would be managed, but unfortunately those meetings had to be cancelled at the last minute. We 

expect advice on these matters soon. What we DO know, as reported previously, is as follows: 

 The GAT test will move from June to October or November; 

 End-of-year exams will be postponed until at least December; 

 School-based assessment tasks will be reduced where possible to relieve some pressure on students as they 

move to remote and flexible learning arrangements – we are hoping to hear more about this very soon; 

 Universities will be asked to delay the start of the 2021 university year to account for impacts of coronavirus 

on senior secondary students. 

As soon as we do hear the results of VCAA’s deliberations, I will send the information in another update to the 

school community. 

Some More Articles Of Interest 

I have attached three articles which raise issues around the implications of the current epidemic, and pose questions 

about how the world might change. Personally I find this sort of reading quite stimulating. There is no doubt the world 

on the other side of the pandemic will be different. The important thing is whether it will be better or worse. That is 

why it is important to start thinking now, so we make sure it is the former and not the latter. 

Coronavirus crisis may help Americans remember that economic inequality is not fair or just 

In Teaching Stories of Disaster, Hope Lies Hidden in Plain Sight 

A Just and Safe Place for Humanity 
 

Please note this reminder of why it’s important for all of us to ‘do our bit’ with social 

distancing and minimising our need to go out. Thank you all for your continued 

support. Above all keep happy and safe, and keep up the good work everyone! 

Best regards 

Peter Corkill 

Principal 


