
Status Update 2-5 regarding the Covid-19 Coronavirus     2nd May 2020 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS community 

 

It’s hard to believe I am already up to the fifth update in a matter of weeks. I hope this finds you all well and safe. 

Judging by the information coming out of the national capital, Australia as a nation has indeed ‘flattened the curve’. 

Each state and territory is now responding to its own data-sets and looking at relaxing some of the very tight 

controls on people movement in the nation’s history, as well as getting some of the more important wheels in the 

economy moving again. This is indeed good news. 

As you will all be aware the light is shining on education most strongly at the moment. Canberra seems keen to get 

schools back into harness as a first priority, and are providing incentives to private schools to do so. Interestingly 

enough in Victoria this seems to have gained little traction. Whilst some states are discussing strategies to realise a 

return to school over the next periods of weeks and even months, Victoria remains resolute. On May 11th the 

declared ‘state of emergency’ in Victoria will end, and no doubt there will be some State Government 

announcements which will start to get our own state economy moving again. There may well be aspects of that 

package which will free some of the restrictions that Victorians have adhered to for several weeks now. That will be 

welcome. Yet all eyes will be on Premier Daniel Andrews to see if schools will be included in that relaxation of 

restrictions. So far all indications point to schools remaining closed to students for the remainder of term two. If and 

indeed when that changes, I will be getting important information to you all as soon as possible. My money is on the 

status quo remaining in place, but in reality I sincerely don’t know. 

Internet Connectivity and Reliability at Home 

Most students who have had internet problems at home have logged the issue with JMSS eServices. We are so 

pleased to report that over 90% of the reported problems have been resolved. There have been a small number of 

cases where families have only recently contacted the school, so it is really important to point out that the sooner 

you contact the school, the sooner we can help you get back online. All problems should be emailed to 

helpdesk@jmss.vic.edu.au. 

JMSS Virtual Information Night streamed on Wednesday 6th May at 7pm 

This year’s annual Information Night for prospective students and families will take place at 7pm on Wednesday 

night this week. The event will comprise recorded segments from our School Captains, two of our current Year 10 

students, our School Leaders and Professor Kris Ryan from Monash University. It will be followed by a live ‘Question 

and Answer’ session run from the JMSS Studio.  

Please share this information with anyone you know who might be interested in enrolling one of their children at 

JMSS. All relevant information and the Live Stream Link is on the JMSS website: https://jmss.vic.edu.au/ 

Updated Information From VCAA 

Further information was released late last week by the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority. I have 

included a copy of their letter to Principals as I feel it contains information that everyone in our community should 

be aware of. I will present a summary of the information in two parts, what we already know, by way of context, and 

what we now know 

What we ALREADY KNEW, as reported previously, is as follows: 

 The GAT test will move from June to October or November; 

 End-of-year exams will be postponed until at least December; 

 School-based assessment tasks will be reduced where possible to relieve some pressure on students as they 

move to remote and flexible learning arrangements – we are hoping to hear more about this very soon; 

 Universities will be asked to delay the start of the 2021 university year to account for impacts of coronavirus 

on senior secondary students. 
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What we KNOW NOW: 

 There have been NO changes made to the content of expectations of any Unit 3 study; 

 There have been changes made to the content, and therefore examinable material, in every Unit 4 study. 

 The integrity of the VCE as a nationally and internationally recognised senior secondary school qualification 

has not been compromised by these changes in any way; 

 The final VCE examinations, and the ATARs which will be issued as a result of students completing their Unit 

3, 4 studies this year, again will not be compromised in any way. 

 Students and teachers are advised to visit the VCAA website 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/HomePage.aspx in order to look at each of the Study Designs and the 

changes which have been made. 

Maintaining the Integrity of Assessments – An Appeal to All 

I would like to make a few points clear about assessment at Year 10 and VCE level during the period of lockdown, and 

make a genuine plea to each and every one of our students. 

During the period of lockdown, it is inevitable that some assessments will have to take place online. In fact, this has 

already been the case with some classes. Since JMSS opened in 2010, in every subject throughout each year, the school 

has always written and used the same assessment for every student studying that subject. So for example in Year 11 

Mathematical Methods this year, every student recently undertook the same test in Quadratic Functions. Previous 

tests are always available for students to practise on, but a unique assessment is written each year. This is to enable 

us to track the progress of each and every student accurately. 

Since it is not possible to bring large cohorts of students into the school at the moment to do these assessments 

together, as has been the case previously, we have to administer them online. This makes it much harder for us to 

ensure that students are undertaking each task with the absolute integrity expected. Therefore, that issue clearly 

resides with EACH AND EVERY ONE OF YOU. Hence I am asking each one of you to undertake any and every assessment 

while we are learning online, with ABSOLUTE HONESTY AND INTEGRITY. 

We will be asking each student to sign a declaration that this has been the case, following each assessment. This is 

a binding document, so I hope my expectations of each of you are clear. I hold you all in the highest regards, you 

know that, so I expect nothing less than your complete adherence to these expectations, from each and every one 

of you. 

Some More Articles Of Interest 

Alongside the letter from VCAA, I have attached six further articles which raise issues around the implications of the 

current epidemic, and the very positive ways in which some people are coping. The issues covered range from 

Maintaining Sanity, to Creativity and Adventure, and even to Inspiration. I hope you find them helpful and interesting. 

Lastly the issue of Screen-time is raised, an important discussion we are having at school as well. There is some 

excellent advice in there, so please do give yourselves plenty of time away from the screen – NOT during your required 

school hours of course haha!! 

Thank you all for your continued support. As I have said continually, I am in some awe of the productivity we are 

achieving together on a daily basis. Our staff are doing an incredible job, and you are all responding brilliantly. More 

will be asked of us all in the days and weeks ahead. We must stay the course, and we must stay it together. 

Above all keep happy and safe, and keep up the good work everyone! 

Best regards 

Peter Corkill 

Principal 
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