
Status Update 2-6 regarding the Covid-19 Coronavirus     10th May 2020 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS community 

 

First of all, a heartfelt happy Mother’s Day to all the hard working mums in the JMSS community. Just like at our 

own home, you are the ones keeping it all real for everyone, keeping our spirits up, keeping our heads level, and 

generally just keeping us all going. Enjoy your special day. I hope you are all spoilt rotten – you deserve to relax, 

put your feet up and enjoy being the centre of attention. And I hope all of the JMSS students live up to these 

expectations! 

 

Our John Monash Science School community has successfully navigated its way through the first four weeks of Term 

Two. During his time the school has settled into a routine which is mirroring the normal school experience, as far as 

the routines of lessons go, as best as we can manage. Judging by the feedback we are receiving from students and 

parents, it seems to be working well, and students are confident that they are progressing appropriately in their 

learning as intended by the program schedules. 

The online program presents challenges which I am pleased to see being overcome by students and teachers. The 

feedback I am receiving from teachers is very positive. They are super impressed with the commitment and 

enthusiasm of our students, despite them all missing the close contact they would have with their friends in class I 

normal circumstances. Likewise, the feedback from students is positive. I think they understand that the teachers are 

operating under very different circumstances, and both they and our parents are most appreciative of the 

extraordinary lengths many are going to in order to ensure our students are learning at an optimal level. 

May 11th – A Significant Day 

Tomorrow will mark a significant day in the Covid19 journey in Victoria. Premier Daniel Andrews will most likely 

declare an end to the State of Emergency which has been in place for some weeks now, and begin to mark out a 

roadmap for the state to move beyond the most severe restrictions and into a period of staged recovery. This will 

likely see a loosening of some of the tightest restrictions imposed to date, as the state moves to energise its 

economy and get people and jobs moving again. 

The implications for schools will be most interesting to all observers. The Premier has resisted all overtures to date 

to follow the path set by some other states, and encouraged by the federal government, to reopen schools. This will 

be the piece of the plan most observers will be keenest to see on Monday. From my point of view, I believe some 

relaxing of restrictions in the lower Primary years may be introduced. However, I believe Victorian secondary schools 

will remain as they are now for at least the next four weeks. 

Just for your information, the Australian Principals Federation President Julie Podbury has rebutted the headline in 

Sunday’s Herald Sun about Year 11 and 12 students returning to school at the end of May, alongside children in Prep 

and Grades One and Two. She is keen to indicate that NO SUCH DECISION HAS BEEN MADE. Suffice it to say, today’s 

headline will create unnecessary angst and is at best, most unhelpful. We should all wait to hear from the Premier. 

Predictions of any sort are fraught at the moment. No doubt some of the tightest restrictions will be eased in 

Victoria with a view to remobilising our economy. However, I would predict a more conservative approach to 

schools, as outlined above. One of the imperatives for upper secondary schooling will be to run School Assessed 

Coursework (SACs) to validate the progress made by students in the learning, especially for Unit 3 subjects. It may be 

that JMSS will be able to allow groups of students onsite to undertake these tasks under test conditions. As soon as 

the rules of engagement become clear, we will communicate with everyone to let everyone know how these 

assessments will be conducted. 

Maintaining the Integrity of Assessments – An Appeal to All 

I would like to reiterate our expectations about assessment at Year 10 and VCE level during the period of lockdown, 

and into the next few weeks as some restrictions may begin to ease. This is a genuine plea to each and every one of 



our students to conduct themselves with honesty and integrity in such exercises. This is to enable us to track the 

progress of each and every student accurately. 

We will be asking each student to sign a declaration that this has been the case, following each assessment. This is 

a binding document, so I hope my expectations of each of you are clear. I hold you all in the highest regards, you 

know that, so I expect nothing less than your complete adherence to these expectations, from each and every one 

of you. 

Internet Connectivity and Reliability at Home 

Most students who have had internet problems at home have logged the issue with JMSS eServices. We are so 

pleased to report that over 90% of the reported problems have been resolved. There have been a small number of 

cases where families have only recently contacted the school, so it is really important to point out that the sooner 

you contact the school, the sooner we can help you get back online. All problems should be emailed to 

helpdesk@jmss.vic.edu.au. 

JMSS Assembly streamed live on Friday 15th May at 8:30am 

Our next ‘virtual’ assembly will take place next Friday at 8:30am from the school. Our guest speaker, Dr. Tien Huynh 

from RMIT, will be speaking from our studio, as well as our School Captains and members of staff. I would encourage 

everyone to tune in at 8:30am on Friday so we can maintain one of the great traditions at JMSS and still give our 

students a chance to celebrate achievements and keep the community informed. 

Alumni Tutoring Program 

You will all likely be aware of the wonderful tutoring program currently going on at JMSS. Some 70 former JMSS 

students are providing free online tutoring sessions between 4pm and 8pm every weekday evening for any students 

undertaking a Unit 3, 4 subject. At the moment some 270 current JMSS students are involved in the program. This 

week we are sending surveys to all tutors and all students to seek their feedback on how the program is going and to 

share ways in which it can be improved even further. I would urge as many of our students as possible to complete 

the survey so we can improve it even further. Once again our grateful thanks to all of these former students for their 

time and incredible commitment on behalf of our current students. 

Some More Articles Of Interest 

I have attached some further articles which raise issues around the implications of the current epidemic, and the very 

positive ways in which some people are coping. This week the issues covered range from inspiration from athletes, 

unexpected outcomes from the pandemic and a view of possible change once ‘normal’ life resumes, whatever and 

whenever that is. I hope you find them helpful and interesting. 

Thank you all for your continued support. As I have said continually, I am so proud of our community and the way 

everyone is pulling together to make things work at a time when everyone is under pressure to look after their own 

health, and that of their families, but at the same time continuing to put the most into their studies and their work. 

Our staff are doing an incredible job, and you are all responding brilliantly. More will be asked of us all in the days 

and weeks ahead. We must stay the course, as I have repeated so often. I look forward to Monday when we will 

hear more about what that course will look like for Victorians over the next few weeks. 

In the meantime, keep happy and safe, and don’t allow the current circumstances be an excuse for not giving 

everything your best. You all know how this finishes…….when the going gets tough, the …………………………..!! 

Best regards 

Peter Corkill 

Principal 
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