
Status Update 2-7 regarding the Covid-19 Coronavirus     13th May 2020 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS community 

 

Thank you for all your support during these past few weeks of remote and flexible learning. 

Following advice from the Chief Health Officer, the Victorian Government has advised that schools can begin a phased 

return to on-site schooling. This announcement was made on Tuesday morning, as staff and students were getting 

ready for online classes. Our Strategic Planning Team met yesterday afternoon to discuss the implications, some of 

which will be discussed in the following paragraphs. There is much still to consider. 

In the first stage, students in Prep, Grade 1 and Grade 2, senior secondary (Year 11 and 12 VCAL and VCE) students 

and all students in specialist schools will return to school from Tuesday 26 May. 

Year 10 students undertaking VCE studies, including VCE VET studies, should also attend school for those classes where 

practicable. If this is not possible for your child/children, our teachers will make sure the work provided to students 

attending at school is also provided to your child/children. In the case of JMSS, we do have a small number of Year 

10 students studying a Year 12 subject, and they would we welcome to come to school on the days on which these 

lessons are held. They would be able to access the remainder of their lessons online by working at JMSS for the 

remainder of the days on which they attend. 

As for Year 10 students studying a Unit 1, 2 subject, we only have 50 students studying Unit 1, 2 Mathematical 

Methods. These students will continue to access their lessons online with Mrs Phillips and myself. 

To support all school staff to prepare for this transition, Monday 25 May will be a pupil-free day. 

In the second stage of our return to on-site schooling, all other year levels will return to school from Tuesday 9 June. 

For those students who cannot be supervised at home and vulnerable children, the existing model of on-site schooling 

will remain in place during the two-week period from Tuesday 26 May to Tuesday 9 June. The current process that we 

are using to enable parents and carers to indicate the days or part-days for which on-site schooling is required will 

continue for this two-week period. 

All other students in these grades and year levels will continue learning from home until Tuesday 9 June.  

Once a year level has returned, all students will be expected to attend school as normal. This means if you choose 

to keep your child/children home after their year level has returned to on-site schooling, we can no longer support 

their learning from home. 

This does not apply to children who need to be absent for health or medical reasons. For those families, please contact 

us so we can make an appropriate plan.  

It is important to note that this same approach is being taken by all government schools in Victoria. 

To support the health and wellbeing of all our students and staff, our school will continue an enhanced cleaning routine 

and will encourage frequent hand washing and hand sanitising.  

If your child is ill or is feeling unwell, they must not attend school. They must remain home and seek medical advice. 

While the Chief Health Officer has advised that students will not be required to maintain physical distancing at school, 

there will be a number of important changes to our school operations, consistent with health advice. This will apply 

until further notice. I will provide more detail about our local school context as soon as possible, but it is important to 

note that changes will include: 

 restrictions on access to the school site for anyone other than immediate school staff and students; 

 the way we conduct parent-teacher meetings and interviews, which will most likely be online for the 

foreseeable future. 

It is also worth emphasising that we are considering practical ways in which we can influence the appropriate social 

distancing on students once all of them return onsite. We are exploring the possibility of using some of the spaces, 



including the outdoor spaces, in the Monash College ‘pop-up village’ across the road from JMSS. The temporary 

acquisition of some of these spaces will enable us to ‘spread out’ our operations appropriately, without having to 

relocate part of our operations at some considerable distance from the school. 

It is also worth noting that there are NO students currently onsite at the university, and once JMSS resumes, it will 

be in effect the ONLY part of the University fully operating. There is a very small number of businesses open in the 

Campus Centre, mainly to enable people onsite to purchase food or medication. Apart from JMSS and the Learning 

and Teaching building, the remainder of buildings at Monash are for all intents and purposes closed, with all 

students and staff continuing to work from home. 

We understand that some families may feel anxious about this move back to classroom teaching and learning. I can 

assure you that this decision has been taken on the basis of the best health advice available to our state. 

More information about the return to school and coronavirus (COVID-19) can be found on the Department’s website, 

which will continue to be updated: 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/coronavirus.aspx 

Thank you for your continued support and patience during this time. We look forward to welcoming our students back 

to the classroom. 

I will be back in touch by the end of this week with further details. 

Yours sincerely, 

Peter Corkill 

PRINCIPAL 

 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/coronavirus.aspx

