
Status Update 2-8 regarding the Covid-19 Coronavirus     16th May 2020 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS community 

 

By now no doubt, you will all be moving mentally towards the implications of and arrangements for a change back to 

onsite learning, as opposed to online learning, in the next few weeks. I would fully expect that our students will be 

looking forward to seeing everyone again, and I know those of us who have been largely onsite at JMSS since the 

lockdown are looking forward to getting that buzz of energy back inside the building. Nonetheless there is much to 

consider and plans to be made in preparation for the reinstatement of our programs at JMSS. Needless to say, we are 

not resuming in exactly the same way as was the case several weeks ago. There will be changes, and these will be in 

place for the foreseeable future. 

Unfortunately, I am not in the position of being able to announce all that you would like to know in this bulletin. I am 

hoping that by mid to later next week we will be able to share all the information you will need to prepare yourselves 

for the return to a ‘new normal’ at JMSS. We have made some preliminary decisions which will require consultation 

with other school leaders, both staff and students, and we intend to communicate these decisions to everyone once 

they are finalised. I anticipate this to be done by mid next week. 

I will begin by reiterating what we do know now. 

1. Following advice from the Chief Health Officer, the Victorian Government has advised that schools can begin 

a phased return to on-site schooling. For JMSS this means that students in senior secondary (Years 11 and 12 

VCAL and VCE) students will return to school from Tuesday 26 May; 

2. Year 10 students undertaking VCE studies, including VCE VET studies, should also attend school for those 

classes where practicable. We have advised that these Year 10 students may choose to stay at JMSS for the 

whole day and access the remainder of their program remotely from within the school. If they live close to the 

school, they may attend JMSS for the relevant lesson and then return home. Note that this does NOT apply to 

Year 10 students studying Unit 1, 2 Mathematical Methods with myself and Mrs Phillips. Those lessons will be 

taught remotely from the school; 

3. To support all school staff to prepare for this transition, Monday 25 May will be a pupil-free day; 

4. In the second stage of our return to on-site schooling, all Year 10 students will return to school from Tuesday 

9 June; 

5. From Tuesday 26 May all Year 11 and 12 students will be expected to attend school, and from Tuesday 9 June, 

all Years 10-12 students will be expected to attend school. This means if you choose to keep your child/children 

home after their year level has returned to on-site schooling, we can no longer support their learning from 

home. This does not apply to children who need to be absent for health or medical reasons. For those families 

living with a family member who is immuno-compromised, or who live a considerably long distance from the 

school, please contact Mrs. Sally Cheah Johnson or a member of the VCE team at the school so we can put an 

appropriate alternate plan in place for any student impacted. 

It is important to note that this same approach is being taken by all government schools in Victoria. 

Maintaining a Hygienic Environment 

In order to support the health and wellbeing of all our students and staff, our school will continue the enhanced 

cleaning routine which has been in place at the school during the lockdown. Students and staff will see our cleaners 

continue to sanitise spaces after they have been used. In order to support further this work, we have made the 

following arrangements which we trust all students and staff will adhere to from now on: 

1. Hand washing before and after eating, and after using the toilets. There will be soap dispenses available in all 

appropriate places for this purpose; 

2. Hand sanitising on entry to and exiting from the building, on each occasion this takes place. There will be hand 

sanitisers in each House and learning area, on the ground floor and at all entry and exit ports of the main 

building, in the Music House and any other spaces used by JMSS; 

3. Hand sanitising on entry to and departure from every class; 



4. If any student or member of staff is ill or is feeling unwell, they must not attend school. They must remain 

home and seek medical advice. 

Daily Class Times 

We will retain the daily lesson structure, from 8:30am until 3:30pm, for the remainder of term two. This is partly due 

to the fact that our Year 10s will be operating on this timeframe as they continue online learning after the Year 11s 

and 12s return onsite. However there is a chance we will retain it from now on, and will be consulting students and 

staff in order to make a final decision by the end of term two. 

Adequate Social Distancing 

While the Chief Health Officer has advised that students will not be required to maintain physical distancing at school, 

there will be a number of important changes to our school operations, consistent with health advice. This will apply 

until further notice. Further detail about our local school context is provided here, with more to come: 

1. For the remainder of term two, there will be no access to the school site for anyone other than immediate 

school staff, including Monash academics working in the ESV or other outreach programs, and students, unless 

there is a compelling reason to do otherwise. Hence parent meetings and interviews will continue to be 

conducted online; 

2. We are negotiating with Monash College to utilise some available spaces in their ‘pop-up village’ across the 

road from JMSS. The temporary acquisition of some of these spaces will enable us to ‘spread out’ our 

operations appropriately, without having to relocate part of our operations at some considerable distance 

from the school. This will include spaces for students at recess and lunchtimes. We have also negotiated with 

Monash University to use lecture theatres S1 to S4 for SACs later this term; 

3. The Department have made it clear that social distancing applies to the staff at each school, and not the 

students. Nonetheless most of our students are approaching adulthood, and we need to consider this in our 

thinking. Consequently, I am urging EACH AND EVERY ONE OF OUR STUDENTS to take personal responsibility 

for their own conduct by NOT gathering in close groups, by spreading out appropriately in learning spaces, 

and by being mindful to give the staff plenty of room to move around the building. I am sure you have all seen 

social distancing in action everywhere you have gone in recent weeks. You are all smart people. Please enact 

it here. Surely the staff should not have to run around reminding you. This is the ONE MAJOR REQUEST I 

have of every student on their return to JMSS.  

4. In order to further help this cause, we will put the following into place: 

o We are asking that the middle stairs be used by STAFF only until further notice; 

o We are asking that the stairs at either end of the building be used by STUDENTS only until further 

notice; 

o Appropriate distancing will take place at the canteen during recess and lunchtimes for students 

purchasing food. Wherever possible, we are asking staff to purchase food in one of their breaks; 

o We are asking all students to go outside during breaks and spread themselves out. There will be 

further advice coming regarding inclement weather, and the playing of games outside; 

o The placing of mobile phones in lockers from the start of lesson one until the end of the school day 

will remain in place. 

We still have much work to do in order to prepare for the return of students. But hopefully as you can see we have 

made some sensible decisions already in order to ensure the success of our collective return onsite. Remember more 

information about the return to school and coronavirus (COVID-19) can be found on the Department’s website, which 

will continue to be updated: https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/coronavirus.aspx 

Thank you for your continued support and patience during this time. We look forward to welcoming our students back 

to the classroom. I will be back in touch later this week with further details about the return to school. Finally, please 

enjoy the articles this week, more thought being provoked! 

Yours sincerely, 

Peter Corkill, PRINCIPAL 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/coronavirus.aspx

