
Status Update 4 regarding the Covid-19 Coronavirus     18th March 2020 

 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS community 

The pace of change due to the current Coronavirus situation since last Friday seems to have been 

extraordinary to be frank. Now we find a State of Emergency being declared in Victoria. Alongside this advice 

has been the consistent message from the Department of Education and Training and the Department of 

Health and Human Services that schools will continue to operate as normal. But there seems to be little 

doubt that this situation will change at some stage. This update therefore will describe the preparations we 

have made over the past week to cope with this outcome. 

I also attach a document from DHHS which explains why schools are NOT being asked to close at this time. 

Vast Reduction of the number of Monash University Students on Campus 

I will begin by outlining the steps the University is taking now that classes resumed on campus today. No 

doubt parents and students will be worried about the situation with the population on campus increasing, 

but you will be pleased to know that Monash has put the following into place in order to dramatically reduce 

the need for their students to actually be on campus. We were informed of these plans in a meeting with key 

Monash personnel this afternoon. The changes to Monash’s curriculum delivery include: 

1. A social distance of 1.5 metres being mandatory from today; 

2. All lectures being recorded for student playback, and some may be live streamed and captured for 

later viewing; 

3. All delivery of tutorials, practicals, workshops, studios, applied sessions and laboratories from 

tomorrow onwards are formally postponed for the remainder of this week. Each faculty will use 

this period to determine how and when these can safely commence in either online (where this 

delivers the appropriate learning outcomes), or intensive mode. Tutorials, workshops and applied 

sessions will recommence next week online; 

4. Tutorials will be transitioned online as social distancing is not possible within most of the tutorial 

settings; 

5. There will be no in-semester face-to-face exams, nor end of semester face-to-face exams; 

6. All graduation ceremonies for May will be deferred until further notice. 

Preparation for Possible School Closure 

We have been working with our IT Department over the past week to put in place measures to continue the 

learning of all students should we get to the situation where the school has to close. We are fortunate 

indeed that we have been able to continue our programs unhindered to this stage, and will continue during 

the last two weeks of term one.  

Despite this, the possibility of schools needing to close at some stage seems to be growing. Consequently, 

we have explored the potential of several learning platforms to use to continue our programs should this 

eventuate, both Google Hangouts Cisco Webex may both be used at different times. Whilst many in our 

community will be familiar with these platforms, preparations have been put in place to educate all 

community members, including students, in their use. On Wednesday afternoon this week, all of the 



teaching staff will receive training in the use of these platforms, and will begin adapting some of our 

programs to it. 

One of the major potential problems we do have is appropriately reliable and strong internet access for each 

of our students, and even staff, if they are at home. A survey of our students this afternoon revealed that 

around 5% to 10% do not have sufficient internet capacity at home in order to continue their learning online. 

We would urge each family to see if indeed that is their situation, they might be able to access a better 

outcome through a local library, a friend or relative, or even here on campus as Monash free wifi would be 

more than adequate. We are unsure in the case of closure whether we could still use the JMSS building for a 

limited number of teachers or students. In that case preference would be given to those whose internet 

access is most compromised.  

Once our staff are trained this week, we will organise trials in classes so that any students unsure of how to 

use this platform gain the knowledge they need. 

We anticipate that the current timetable of classes will continue should the school have to close. Teachers 

and students would all individually join the relevant hangout from their own locations at the relevant lesson 

time. Teachers will also no doubt run some question sessions for their classes at other times so students can 

all get help with their work. We will also develop a solution to the inevitable running of written assessments, 

and we will communicate this to you as soon as we can.  

Can I assure all of our Year 12 students that we fully understand the worries you will hold for the 

continuation of your studies at this time, and are confident that your studies will be able to continue as 

seamlessly as possible should the school be forced to close. Google Hangouts will enable you to continue to 

collaborate with your teachers and each other, either during or outside formal lesson time. VCAA has 

assured students that the normal processes as far aa application for SEAS will be available to all students 

later this year should indeed your studies need to continue outside the school. 

Continuing the Communication 

I will continue to update you all with any announcements from DET, DHHS or Monash which would impact 

any of our programs or processes here. In the meantime, I would suggest we all continue as normal. I have 

also attached to this mail-out a copy of the poster provided by DHHS via Monash with sensible advice about 

sanitation and behaviours which will minimise the chances of people contracting the illness. I hope this is 

helpful to you all. 

I encourage you to remain aware of current arrangements and be on the alert for changes in directives 

issued by government authorities. Feel free to consult https://www.health.gov.au/health-topics/novel-

coronavirus-2019-ncov. You can also consult the National Covid-19 Hotline on 1800 675 398. 

Finally, I attach a poster which will help you explain what is going on to the youngest members of the family. 

This was shared by one of the Primary Principals in our network. I am sure you will appreciate it should you 

have young children in the family. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Peter Corkill 

Principal 

https://www.health.gov.au/health-topics/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov
https://www.health.gov.au/health-topics/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov
https://www.health.gov.au/health-topics/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov
https://www.health.gov.au/health-topics/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov

