
Status Update 5 regarding the Covid-19 Coronavirus     18th March 2020 

 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS community 

I hope you are all coping well enough in the face of the changes we are all making to our communities, both 

at home and within the other communities in which we operate. I write today to advise of further changes 

made to practice at JMSS, and provide other information I hope you find useful. 

VCE Advice – from the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority 

Students and parents will be concerned about the impact of the current situation on VCE studies, particularly 

for Year 12 students. All of the current information available can be found on their website, accessible via 

this link: 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/news-and-events/latest-news/Novel%20coronavirus%20updata/Pages/default.aspx 

Physical Distancing at JMSS 

Mrs. Cheah-Johnson and I visited all classes between us today, to see how the students are going. They were 

remarkably up-beat, and certainly looking positive, but no doubt bearing some of the concerns reflected in 

the wider community at this time. We will continue to do this from time to time.  

The issue of Social Distancing, or what I would prefer to call Physical Distancing (we do want all of our 

students to remain socially connected in some way) has been raised and we have put the following 

measures in place: 

1. In class students are to sit in groups of no more than SIX people, and should space themselves 

around table groupings so as the maximise their distance apart, to the extent that is possible here. 

Teachers using the science rooms will also space tables appropriately from today onwards and 

ensure no more than six students are grouped at any one table; 

2. At recess and lunchtimes students will be able to access more of the spaces outside and have been 

encouraged to do so. This includes the lawn area between the staff carpark and Wellington Road 

and the expanse of lawn beyond the basketball court and down from the Music House. Again they 

have been directed to congregate in groups of six or less, to space themselves out and enjoy the 

good weather. In this way we hope to minimise the numbers of students indoors during breaks. We 

have adjusted staff yard duty rosters to reflect this new arrangement; 

3. This week’s General Assembly has been cancelled.; 

4. Monash University has offered the school the use of some of its spaces over the coming weeks. This 

will serve two purposes – getting students out of the JMSS building and into different environs, and 

secondly enable us to spread students out more. We are investigating this with some of the Monash 

academic liaison officers who work with JMSS.  

Student Absence 

It is clear that some parents have made the choice of keeping students at home. Unfortunately as long as 

classes are continuing at the school there is no way to electronically link students who are absent from 

school to these classes. They can still access the curriculum documents on the google sites which have been 

constructed for this purpose by each learning area, and they can always email their teachers for help and 

advice with areas of the course they are having trouble with. 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/news-and-events/latest-news/Novel%20coronavirus%20updata/Pages/default.aspx


We would urge parents to keep their sons and daughters at home if they are unwell. This is especially 

important at this time as we do not want any illness to spread within the community. There has been a small 

number of occasions where students have come to school and probably would have been better advised to 

stay at home. In the current environment please understand that students showing one or more of the 

following symptoms - coughing, sneezing, sort throat, high temperature, cause genuine concern for others, 

and I believe they should stay at home until they recover. I have also attached a self-assessment scheme 

you can use at home in the event you suspect someone showing symptoms might have Covid-19. 

We also understand that it is difficult for many parents to obtain doctors certificates. In the event that you 

face this situation, please ring the attendance officer Mrs. Trudy Braden and explain the situation. There will 

be no problem if you cannot obtain such a certificate. The student is absent ill, with no certificate. 

Regarding the attendance requirements for VCE, we will ensure no student is disadvantaged by being kept at 

home under these circumstances. Whilst we have no reliable way of allowing such students to access the 

actual lessons they are missing, we suggest that they email their teachers and obtain the work they need to 

do via email or by accessing the google sites which house the JMSS Curriculum. They are also welcome to 

seek help via email as well. Such evidence of being on contact with teachers will help us when checking the 

overall percentage attendance. 

On Line Learning 

Teaching staff spent this afternoon learning to use both the Google online platform, as well as Cisco Webex. 

We will be using Webex to create an online ‘room’ in which parent teacher interviews can be held. More 

information will be emailed to parents closer to the interview day next week.  

We are also preparing online materials for students to access, as well as online lessons that can be delivered 

by teachers in real time. As everyone will be aware this is time-intensive work and we are discussing ways in 

which we can make more time available for our staff for them to achieve this. 

Again we hope to have solutions in place for students who either do not have access to the internet at 

home, or whose internet may not cope with the online portals we will be using. This could well include 

students coming on to the Monash campus to make use of the excellent internet here, or even within the 

school itself. 

Continuing the Communication 

I will continue to update you all with any announcements from DET, DHHS or Monash which would impact 

any of our programs or processes here. In the meantime, I would suggest we all continue as normal. I have 

also attached to this mail-out a copy of the poster provided by DHHS via Monash with sensible advice about 

sanitation and behaviours which will minimise the chances of people contracting the illness. I hope this is 

helpful to you all. If any students are feeling anxious at school, they should contact one of the school’s 

counsellors Mr. John McCormack or Mrs. Karan Macaulay for assistance. 

I encourage you to remain aware of current arrangements and be on the alert for changes in directives 

issued by government authorities. Feel free to consult https://www.health.gov.au/health-topics/novel-

coronavirus-2019-ncov. You can also consult the National Covid-19 Hotline on 1800 675 398. 

Yours sincerely 

Peter Corkill, Principal 
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