
Status Update 6 regarding the Covid-19 Coronavirus     19th March 2020 

 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS community 

Parent-Teacher Interviews will be replaced by Interim Reports via Canvas 

I write today to inform you of an important change we are making for next week, the cancellation of the 

proposed virtual Parent Teacher interviews on Thursday. The day will still be student-free, as we are using 

the time to allow teachers to work on the curation of curriculum for an online environment, in case that is 

needed. Thursdays present a good opportunity for us to do this, as all part-time staff are in attendance that 

day. 

Instead of the online interviews, all parents will receive an interim report on their child’s progress via 

Canvas, whether they booked an appointment or not. We made this decision on the assumption that many if 

not all of our parents would appreciate feedback at this time. We thought firstly of parents of our new Year 

10 students settling into their new school, and parents of students undertaking one or more Unit 3, 4 

studies. Hence we made the decision to provide feedback on every student at this time. 

I would encourage you all to access the Canvas portal later next week and read the comments you will be 

sent. I appreciate that parents booked interviews to obtain ‘real time’ feedback on how their sons and 

daughters have fared at school to date. However, we are running out of time this term to allow teachers to 

work together in case of a closure, and this day presents us with a good opportunity and this must be a 

priority at this time. 

I would like parents to note that many, if not most, of our students are progressing well. If this is the case, 

then a standard comment will be used by teachers to indicate this. On the other hand, in the event that the 

teacher has concerns, they will raise them via their commentary on the report. This may well lead to a 

discussion on the phone and this can be organised with the teacher or parent over email. If parents have any 

particular concerns with their child’s progress in any class, they can of course email the teacher and arrange 

to discuss the matter. 

Regarding next week, Wednesday will run as normal for students, except for the Co-Curricular program, 

which has been cancelled to allow all teachers to complete their reports in the afternoon. Friday will finish 

for students at 1pm, and they can commence their two-week break then. Staff will remain until 3:30pm on 

that day. 

 
Providing Time to Support our Teachers 
 
I would like to publically thank our staff. I am sure you will appreciate how hard they are working at the 

moment in support of your children, and the genuine worry many feel about the possibility that at some 

time in the future they will be delivering the curriculum online in real time to them. We know this will not be 

the same as a real classroom, and our teachers take great pride in their work and do not want to diminish 

their ‘product’ in any way. Nonetheless the school has to prepare for this eventuality and teachers have to 

be given the time TOGETHER to do so. Hence we have made this decision to prioritise their capacity to 

deliver the online curriculum, which also supports your sons and daughters better in the long run. 

Daily Leadership Meetings at JMSS 

I would like all members of the community to know that I have established a group of 10 senior staff who 

have agreed to meet each morning at 8:15am to maintain currency with the Coronavirus situation and any 



consequences for JMSS. These staff members bring leadership and expertise from the main areas within the 

school, and their advice and commitment have been exemplary to date. I am so fortunate to have such good 

people prepared to work together at this time on behalf of all at JMSS. Much of the material in these 

updates comes from decisions made in this meeting, after feedback we receive from members of the 

community. 

Student Leaders 

I am also planning to meet regularly with a small group of our student leaders. It is vitally important to me 

that the students have a direct line to the school’s administration at this time, and I look forward to their 

support and ideas as we implement the changes and strategies demanded of us all at this time. Again I 

couldn’t wish for a better group to work with. 

Continuing the Communication 

I will continue to update you all with any announcements from DET, DHHS or Monash which would impact 

any of our programs or processes here. In the meantime, I would suggest we all continue as normal. I have 

also attached to this mail-out a copy of the poster provided by DHHS via Monash with sensible advice about 

sanitation and behaviours which will minimise the chances of people contracting the illness. I hope this is 

helpful to you all. If any students are feeling anxious at school, they should contact one of the school’s 

counsellors Mr. John McCormack or Mrs. Karan Macaulay for assistance. 

I encourage you to remain aware of current arrangements and be on the alert for changes in directives 

issued by government authorities. Feel free to consult https://www.health.gov.au/health-topics/novel-

coronavirus-2019-ncov. You can also consult the National Covid-19 Hotline on 1800 675 398. 

I will be back to you all later today or this evening with another update as things continue to evolve. 

 

Yours sincerely 

Peter Corkill 

Principal 
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