
Status Update 7 regarding the Covid-19 Coronavirus     20th March 2020 

 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS community 

I write to day to provide links to information that I think you will find useful. I have also attached advice from 

the Department of Education and Training regarding online learning from home, should that eventuate in 

the coming weeks. 

1. One of the parents at one of our Network Primary Schools is Head of the Infectious Diseases at the 

Austin Hospital. The school made this video of him which was shared with their community. He is 

happy for it to be shared with other schools. It provides a clear, calm understanding of the 

pandemic. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rK0dBMvqLhc&feature=youtu.be 

2. The Minister has announced extra cleaning support for all schools. I have attached a pdf of this 

announcement to the update. 

3. DET Learning from Home site: 

This page provides advice to early childhood services and schools about how they can ensure 

learning continuity for children and young people during disruption caused by coronavirus (COVID-

19). It will continue to be updated in the coming weeks. It can be accesses by this link, a pdf of the 

advice to parents and community is also attached to this update. 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/Pages/coronavirus-home-

learning.aspx 

Please note that schools are not obligated to provide support for young people who are remaining at 

home voluntarily when JMSS is still open. This is DET advice. 

 

4. Finally, I attach a letter from the Victorian Minister for Education explaining why schools remain 

open at this time. 

Please also note that Thursday 26th March is a student-free day to allow JMSS staff to work on their 

curriculum in the event of the school closing, and we need to progress to on-line learning for our students. 

In lieu of the cancellation of parent-teacher interviews to allow this to take place, each parent will be 

receiving a progress report on their son’s or daughter’s academic progress via Canvas at the end of the term. 

Continuing the Communication 

I will continue to update you all with any announcements from DET, DHHS or Monash which would impact 

any of our programs or processes here. In the meantime, I would suggest we all continue as normal. I have 

also attached to this mail-out a copy of the poster provided by DHHS via Monash with sensible advice about 

sanitation and behaviours which will minimise the chances of people contracting the illness. I hope this is 

helpful to you all. If any students are feeling anxious at school, they should contact one of the school’s 

counsellors Mr. John McCormack or Mrs. Karan Macaulay for assistance. 

I encourage you to remain aware of current arrangements and be on the alert for changes in directives 

issued by government authorities. Feel free to consult https://www.health.gov.au/health-topics/novel-

coronavirus-2019-ncov. You can also consult the National Covid-19 Hotline on 1800 675 398. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DrK0dBMvqLhc%26feature%3Dyoutu.be&data=02%7C01%7CGale.Janet.G%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C39af6389e0e942aac40608d7cad02989%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637200867758029096&sdata=0nv9soUVKWXgqXQqAmLu0PTqAwRT5FiyAX7Vr8FmuSc%3D&reserved=0
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As we move into the weekend, can I sincerely thank the many parents who have emailed the school to thank 

the school for the collective efforts on behalf of all of our students. There are lovely to receive and both 

myself and all of our staff are highly appreciative of your thoughts. 

Our staff are continuing to work hard in the face of uncertainty on behalf of your children. I could not be 

prouder of them. I am sure you will share my sentiments. 

 

Yours sincerely 

Peter Corkill 

Principal 


