
Status Update 8 regarding the Covid-19 Coronavirus     22nd March 2020 

 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS community 

 

Re the cartoon at left, forgive a little levity in these difficult times! 

I hope you all have had an enjoyable weekend. There have been 

some significant announcements over the weekend which will 

impact on Government schools, with the sound of more to come 

later this evening. Hence I thought I would release this material 

now. This is the latest we have for you, as of Saturday 21st March. 

 

The Minister has announced that the final day of term one, 

Friday 27th March, and the first day of term two, Tuesday 14th 

April, will be student-free, to allow schools to continue to 

prepare curriculum and teaching capacity in the event that 

schools close and revert to an online teaching mode. This is most welcome as it will enable all schools to 

better prepare for that eventuality. Please also note that Thursday 26th March is already a student-free 

day, therefore Wednesday 25th March will be the final day for students at JMSS in Term One. 

 

There was also an announcement that the annual NAPLAN tests have been cancelled this year, but this will 

not have any organisational impact at JMSS. 

 

As previously announced, in lieu of the cancellation of parent-teacher interviews to allow this to take place, 

each parent will be receiving a progress report on their son’s or daughter’s academic progress via Canvas at 

the end of the term. 

 

I have included the actual weekend announcement in the update. 

The update also includes the enhanced social distancing measures insisted on by the Prime Minister. 

Whilst we all acknowledge that this is very difficult for schools, and is highly likely that the first reaction to 

this will most likely be a flippant one from some people, its importance cannot be understated. On the 

positive side JMSS is able to spread students out in classes as our building is comprised mostly of open 

spaces, and does not contain wings comprising small classrooms on either side of a long corridor as is the 

case for many schools. We have done what we can in these learning spaces, but it is outside where students 

must spread out even more. As staff on duty we will be more insistent that students comply, but I would ask 

all families to have the discussion at home and insist students to do their very best at school to adhere to 

these guidelines, which are clearly imposed for the greater good. 

 

I have also included an excellent article I found recently on the importance of retaining Relational 

Connection in times of stress and challenge. I would like to thank the SmartLeadership journal from the US 

for allowing me to reproduce this article for you all. I think it applies equally to parents, school staff and 

students. The strategies outlined in this article will give you all plenty to think about. 

Continuing the Communication 

I will continue to update you all with any announcements from DET, DHHS or Monash which would impact 

any of our programs or processes here. In the meantime, I would suggest we all continue as normal. I have 

also attached to this mail-out a copy of the poster provided by DHHS via Monash with sensible advice about 

sanitation and behaviours which will minimise the chances of people contracting the illness. I hope this is 



helpful to you all. If any students are feeling anxious at school, they should contact one of the school’s 

counsellors Mr. John McCormack or Mrs. Karan Macaulay for assistance. 

I encourage you to remain aware of current arrangements and be on the alert for changes in directives 

issued by government authorities. Feel free to consult https://www.health.gov.au/health-topics/novel-

coronavirus-2019-ncov. You can also consult the National Covid-19 Hotline on 1800 675 398. 

 

Gratitude 

Everyone is doing their best to cope in these stressful times. Again can I sincerely thank the many parents 

who have emailed to thank the school, or individuals within it, for our collective efforts on behalf of all of our 

students. There are lovely to receive and both myself and all of our staff are highly appreciative of your 

thoughts. Please keep them coming if you feel so moved, I am sure our teachers would appreciate hearing 

from students and parents. 

 

Regarding our school staff, I believe that in the advice to keep schools open, some of our leaders seem to 

have forgotten about the people responsible for doing so, namely our school leaders, teachers and support 

staff. All of our staff have families, and all are feeling the same pressures and stresses at this time as 

everyone else. 

 

Therefore, I was pleased over the weekend to see our Premier Daniel Andrews making note of this in his 

press conference over the weekend. For those interested in seeing it, you can access the link at 

https://www.facebook.com/theageAustralia/videos/576384139616064/ (at the 29 minute mark – it’s a long 

one!). 

 

The Federal Education Minister Dan Tehan also commented in the same vein on Twitter, accessible via this 

link: https://t.co/7llxm6YC3C 

 

Keep up the great work everyone! 

 

Yours sincerely 

Peter Corkill 

Principal 
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