
Status Update 9 regarding the Covid-19 Coronavirus     22nd March 2020 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS community 

 

This will be a short update focussing on what we know at the moment. 

 

As you have probably heard by now, the Premier of Victoria has brought forward the term one holidays for 

Government schools to begin at the end of tomorrow, Monday March 23rd. Unfortunately, at this stage I have no 

more definite information than that. 

 

Parents, students and staff will all have many questions and we will endeavour to get answers to these as soon as 

possible. Among these are: 

 What plans are in place for school staff this week?  

One would assume since the Premier mentioned that holidays would begin for students that they will not be 

required at JMSS beyond tomorrow. However, what is NOT clear yet is how schools might be able to use 

some of the week to prepare for online learning to commence at the start of term two. I would think that if 

the expectation is for schools to begin Term Two in an online teaching forum, teaching staff would be 

expected to use some, if not all, or this time to prepare. But as yet we simply don’t know. 

 Can staff still work at JMSS while students are working off-site? 

Again we don’t know. It would be highly desirable for this to be allowed, as all teachers would be able to 

access the excellent internet capacity at the school, and still work together in their teams. This would also 

benefit the students I would have thought. 

 How confident is JMSS of being able to deliver a strong online curriculum next term? 

In short, very confident. Remember that the Cisco Webex platform has operated successfully by teachers at 

JMSS for several years now. The Emerging Sciences Victoria program has used this platform to teach science 

electives to students all over the State in real time since 2013. That is not to say all our teachers are fully 

familiar with it. But it is true that we have a great deal of expertise in the school to make sure all of our 

teachers will be able to teach successfully when the time comes. 

 How long will this go on for? 

In short we don’t know. The Prime Minister is talking about a six-month shutdown. 

 In a perfect world what would we like to achieve tomorrow? 

We would like all staff members and all students to be clear about expectations for the rest of this week, and 

the start of term two. It is also really important that all students clean out their lockers and take all of their 

resources home at the end of the day, as we do not know when we will all be back together. 

We would also like to do a short test run of Cisco Webex with students to see how it works. 

 

A Final Message 

It is really clear that parents, teachers and students will be understandably worried about what the future holds. 

However, your and our main focus now, once we are all off site, is to look after our families, keep a level head, stay 

the course and look after each other. When it’s all said and done, everyone’s health and safety is more important 

than anything, and if every single person follows the clear guidelines regarding personal hygiene, appropriate and 

consistent social distancing, and self-isolation should that become necessary, then all will be well and solutions will 

be found to the many issues which no doubt confront us as far as education is concerned. I expect our staff and 

students to lead. Be the example to others that we so desperately need. The crazy scenes on Bondi Beach on 

Saturday have demonstrated that Australians en-masse are not taking this seriously enough. 

I will get back to you all once we put a clear plan in place for the week, once we are better informed in the morning. 

Best regards 

Peter Corkill 

Principal 


