
Online Learning Arrangements at JMSS 

Information For Students 

 

Hello everyone 

 

I hope you have enjoyed your holiday break. 

 

The aim of this document is to put shape around the structure of the timetable for the start of term two, at 

which time JMSS will move to online learning. It will be important to achieve a consistent approach from 

one day to the next, with lesson start and finish times easily understood. We have also organised a 

consistent approach to each of these: study periods, mentor group, assembly times, and the Wednesday 

afternoon PD times for teachers (that won’t concern you). 

 

1. Daily Bell Times Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 

 

Pd 1 Pd 2 Recess Mentor Pd 3 Pd 4 Lunch Pd 5 Finish 

0830 0930 1030 1110 1130 1230 1330 1430 1530 
 

 

2. Daily Bell Times Wednesday 

 

Pd 1 Pd 2 Recess Pd 3 Pd 4 Finish 

0830 0930 1030 1100 1200 1300 
 

 

3. Lesson Structure 

 Please log on 5 to 10 minutes before each lesson. Your teacher might begin with a short 

introductory activity or engager for you to do at this time, and they will also mark the roll; 

 After this is done, there will be around 20 minutes of instruction, and then you will have 20 minutes 

to undertake some tasks to demonstrate your understanding. You will also be able to ask questions 

during this time; 

 There will be 5 to 10 minutes at the end of the lesson for some reflection, and time for you to log 

out of your current class and log in to your next one. 

 

4. Mentor Group Time 

Mentor Group will run every day except Wednesday. Your Mentor will use the time to check in with 

everyone and see how you are all going. The House Leaders and Student Empowerment Team will provide 

further advice about how this time will be used. It is critical we keep touch base with you all as much as we 

can, and keep you connected as well. There should be plenty of time for you to join the Mentor session as 

recess is now quite long. Each mentor session is of 15 minutes’ duration only and will conclude at 

11:25am to allow you to get to lesson 3 by 11:30am.  

 



 

5. Science Electives in Year 10 

Year 10 elective science subjects will not run in their current format. 
 
For students currently enrolled in Analytical and Spectroscopic Science, Aquatic Fieldwork Studies, 

Astrophysics, Medical Physics, Microbiology, Nature and Beauty of Mathematics, Biotechnology, Materials 

Science and Engineering, Our Dynamic Earth or Pharmaceutical Science 

Rather than completing full courses online, students will be set one or two extended projects by their 

teachers to work on for the duration of the term. Students will check in with their teachers once a week (in 

their scheduled Thursday lesson) to ensure they are progressing with their projects. Work will be set at the 

start of Term 2 and will be a great opportunity for students to take a "deep dive" into an area within their 

elective. 

 

Special Arrangements for Students who have chosen Advanced Chemistry in Semester 2 

Students who have chosen Advanced Chemistry in Semester 2 will be combined into a single class for Term 

2. This class will meet online twice a week with Mr Thompson to ensure that students cover the 

prerequisite material that they would normally do in the Pharmaceutical Science or Analytical 

Spectroscopy classes. This subject will only be for students who have already elected to do Advanced 

Chemistry and subject changes into Advanced Chemistry will not be possible at this time. 

 

For students currently enrolled in Introduction to Games Programming and Data Science or Programming 

for Simulations and Machine Learning 

Students completing their compulsory data science elective will continue to attend these classes according 

to the current timetable. 

 

6. Study Periods 

These will not be run as they are at school. Students will be able to use that time to work on their own 

subject loads. Rolls will not be marked. These times could provide opportunities for students to 

communicate with each other or teachers about the work, or alternatively teachers could use this time to 

catch up on communications with students. 

 

7. SACs and Assessments 

You can assume there will be some assessments during the term. These could take the form of online 

quizzes, written tests, assignments and so on. Obviously it is much harder to maintain the integrity of 

online assessments but it is vital that you do not try to get an unfair advantage in any way. These 

assessments will be designed to indicate to you how you are travelling in your learning, and what you need 

to improve on. Your teachers will need this information to help you to keep on improving. 

 

8. Assembly Period One 

There will be NO assemblies, either whole school, or House, in the Friday Lesson One timeslot until further 

notice. However we may be in a position to offer our whole-school assemblies in some form later in the 

term. 

 

9. Use of the JMSS Building 

All students who can work at home must work at home. There will be a small group of staff onsite at JMSS 

each day, but virtually all teachers will be working from home. Some may come into the school from time 



to time. It may be possible for some students to come to school if their internet is poor, but they will be 

working on the ground floor and must follow the instructions elsewhere in this mail-out. 

 

Please note Monash has started shutting buildings down. Some spaces such as the Matheson Library and 

Learning and Teaching Building will remain open. Unfortunately, you will not be able to access the library 

as you will need a Monash ID card to do so. However, you will be able to access the Learning and Teaching 

building. This is another option if your internet at home is poor. 

 

10. ‘One on One’ video conversations between teachers and students online = NO! 

There are significant privacy issues with this, a phone-call will be the best we can do. However, there is no 

problem with students asking questions in class for the teachers to answer. 

 

Finally the best of luck to everyone this term. We all find ourselves in unfamiliar territory but we will make 

the best of it if we work together and follow the guidelines put in place around virtual learning. Please 

continue to look after your families and yourselves - make sure you action all of the advice from the 

government regarding personal hygiene (washing hands etc.) and appropriate social distancing. 

 

I look forward to welcoming you all back (virtually!!) next week. The first official school day of Term Two 

for students is Wednesday 15th April. ‘See’ you all at 8:30am SHARP!! 

 

 

Mr Corkill 

Principal 

14/04/20 

 


