
Status Update 2-13 regarding the Covid-19 Coronavirus     6th June 2020 

Dear parents and students 

I trust this update finds you all well.  

Welcome Back Year 10! 

The school has successfully navigated the first two weeks of the ‘new normal, with Year 11 and 12 classes seemingly 

very pleased to be back onsite. Next week heralds the long awaited reunion of all staff and students in Week 9, with 

the return of our Year 10 students. They, like their senior counterparts, have been remarkable in engaging with their 

classes online and completing the work set, albeit in such different circumstances. It will be great to have everyone 

together again. 

Our Year 10s will notice some changes, and they will have to adapt reasonably quickly to these. In short: 

 Sanitising your hands on arrival to and leaving from JMSS, as well as on entry and departure from classes; 

 Maintaining the position of the seats in classes – you will notice they are spread out further from what you 

will remember; 

 Making sure you use the stairs at either end of the building, NOT the middle stairs which are for staff use 

only; 

 Spreading out both inside and outside at recess and lunchtimes, including into the outdoor spaces over the 

road at Monash College. These are accessible via the pedestrian crossing IN FRONT OF THE SCHOOL and up 

the yellow stairway immediately to your right after you cross the road. 

Pick Up and Drop Off – A GENTLE REMINDER FOR EVERYONE 

DET is keen to ensure that we do not have any congestion of cars and adults in front of the school at either the start 

or end of the day. Parents have been successfully dropping students off in the Monash College carpark which can 

continue. However, at either end of the day, and especially after 3:30pm, please arrange to pick your children up 

anywhere on or nearby to the Monash University campus, but NOT in front of the school. Please.  

As a school we have rearranged the timetable to have study periods at the beginning and end of the day so students 

can have a late start or early finish, and hence avoid the 3:30pm congestion. We are unable to further stagger the 

start and finish times for year level cohorts, as suggested by the Department of Education, as so many of our 

students are studying a subject in a higher year level. Therefore, we are pleading with parents and students to work 

out another place for drop off and pick p away from the school. 

Social Distancing – STUDENTS - PLEASE ASSIST US TO GET THIS RIGHT EVERYWHERE ON CAMPUS 

I took note of the following statement from Victoria’s Chief Health Officer in his latest update to schools: 

The Victorian Chief Health Officer has not recommended additional physical distancing measures be put in place 

for senior students at schools. 

That is all well and good, but we do have to ensure physical distancing for all of the staff onsite, and this has 

implications for the students during recess and lunchbreaks. Furthermore, we did have a complaint passed on to us 

from Monash Security late last week about students not observing social distancing within the university, most 

notably in the Campus Centre, where it IS the expectation. So we have something of a dilemma here. 

I think the answer to this is pretty simple actually. As I have said before, we ALL have a responsibility to observe 

sensible behaviours in public all the time, including social distancing. Schools seem to be the ONLY places where that 

is not mandated. So let’s be clear. In the community, at Monash, and during recess and lunch breaks at school, My 

message to students therefore is to please practise sensible social distancing. On the university campus this is 

especially important, and our school will be judged daily by your response. This includes the shops on campus, the 

Campus Centre, the lecture theatres we are using for SACs, and the bus loop. This will be expected of you all on 

weekends and in the holidays, so please help us by getting it right on the Monash campus, and at JMSS, from now 

on. 



Assessments at JMSS 

There are only three weeks of term left, with Week 10 of this term being devoted to the holding of some Year 12 

SACs, alongside week two of term three. No Year 12 classes will be held in week 10 this term. Years 10 and 11 

students will have normal classes in Week 10, and Year 12 students need only come to school on the days on which 

their SACs are held. We have secured the use of Monash Lecture Theatres S1 – S4 for these assessments. I will also 

issue more information soon about the reports which will be issued towards the end of the term, and semester, for 

each student in each subject., as well as plans to hold parent teacher interviews early in term three. 

Please note there will be NO EXAMS for students in Years 10 and 11 this semester. 

Medical Conditions 

We have updated advice from Victoria’s Chief Health Office regarding students with compromising medical 

conditions, or those who have a similarly compromised person in their household. Please check the revised A-Z 

Guide for this information. In all cases you are advised to consult your own doctor first. 

Reissuing the A-Z Guide for Students 

I have attached to this mail-out an updated version of the A-Z Guide to life at JMSS during the Covid19 period. Please 

read over this carefully and make sure everyone is aware of their responsibilities at this time. Please note that this 

document will be reissued at the start of term three, after decisions around daily bell times, and days of online 

learning in semester two, have been made after appropriate consultation. 

Year 12 Alumni Tutoring Program 

The Alumni Tutoring program has been suspended for the remainder of Term Two in order to allow the tutors to 
undertake their University exams. In Term Three the program will resume with a reduced number of tutors. The 
organisers will redistribute students among the remaining tutors once information has been secured from both 
groups. Year 12 students should expect a google form coming their way soon! It is likely that Year 12 students will be 
able to access tutoring in only one or two subjects when the program resumes in Term Three, depending on how 
many of the tutors are able to continue. Negotiations are taking place at the moment to shape the program for 
Terms Three and Four. 
 
Please also enjoy the articles I have added to this mail-out. The very sad events which took place recently in the US 

seem to have generated strong responses all over the world. It is hard not to draw the conclusion that people are fed 

up with racism, and are in despair that it is still rife in our communities. A couple of the articles have this theme, 

including the response of one Principal in the US who got his students to help out as a way to bring the issue to the 

fore. There is another interesting science article regarding the ‘ringing’ rings of Saturn!  

Perhaps our ‘genuine cause for optimism’ of last week, regarding the world galvanising to save our climate, might be 

briefly on hold this week. Now the issue of the day seems to be equality for all our people, especially our indigenous 

Australians, and a move towards genuine respect for each and every person. If that is the case, then ‘bring it on’, 

peacefully and respectfully, but no less decidedly. 

Is it the pandemic again somehow awakening us all to what needs to change to help our planet not only survive, but 

to thrive? 

Best regards 

Peter Corkill 

PRINCIPAL 


