
Status Update 2-9 regarding the Covid-19 Coronavirus     21st May 2020 

Dear parents and students 

A very warm and enthusiastic welcome back to JMSS. We are all looking forward to the return of our Year 11 and 12 

students on Tuesday, and our Year 10s a fortnight after that. 

This document will provide you will some guidelines to prepare for the way JMSS will operate for the rest of term 

two, and perhaps beyond that. We will continue to control what we can, and provide the best guidance and 

environment for our students. I fully understand the feelings many of you will have at this time, but urge you to trust 

the Victorian Government, the Department of Education, and John Monash Science School, to look after your sons 

and daughters in the best way we can. 

The expectation is that all Year 11 and 12 students will return to school next Tuesday, except those who currently 

have a compromising medical condition, or live with someone who has. Parents should understand that we will not 

be able to provide the same level of online learning to any students who remain at home in the way we have over 

the past six weeks. It is simply not possible to do that. Teachers will provide the required work to these students and 

some support over email as a follow up. In special cases we might be able to help further, but that option will only be 

available to students who cannot attend for health reasons. So where possible, it is important that we have all 

students who can return to school do so as soon as possible. 

Finally, my key message and plea to everyone is simply this. To PLEASE don’t need to be reminded to: 

 OWN the upkeep of your own hygiene; 

 OWN your own observance of social distancing; 

 OWN your own consideration of other people. 

Put simply, and with respect, this is not about you. It is however about us. ALL of us. And if we ALL do this 

individually, we will all get through this very different and challenging time together very successfully. As indeed 

we have as a school for the past ten years. We are now in as good a shape as ever to be able to achieve this. I trust 

you and am confident you’ll all do the right thing by everyone at JMSS. 

1. Maintaining a Hygienic Environment 

In order to support the health and wellbeing of all our students and staff, our school will continue the enhanced 

cleaning routine which has been in place at the school during the lockdown. Students and staff will see our cleaners 

continue to sanitise spaces after they have been used. In order to support further this work, we have made the 

following arrangements which we trust all students and staff will adhere to from now on: 

1. Hand washing before and after eating, and after using the toilets. There will be soap dispenses available in all 

appropriate places for this purpose; 

2. Hand sanitising on entry to and exiting from the building, on each occasion this takes place. There will be hand 

sanitisers in each House and learning area, on the ground floor and at all entry and exit ports of the main 

building, in the Music House and any other spaces used by JMSS; 

3. Hand sanitising on entry to and departure from every class; 

4. Wiping the handles on sandwich toasters and microwaves with paper towelling and disinfectant after each 

use; 

5. The preferred method of payment for the canteen is by ‘card, not ‘cash’. Students are asked to pre-order 

where possible via QTR; 

6. If any student or member of staff has a fever, shortness of breath, or flu-like symptoms like coughing, sore 

throat or runny nose, they should not attend school. They should remain home and seek medical advice. In 

the case of staff members, a medical certificate can be provided by a doctor but also by your local chemist. 

You are also able to sign a statutory declaration that you are not well enough to attend school if you are unable 

to obtain a medical certificate for any reason; 

7. There is strong medical advice to suggest that students and staff travelling to and from school on public 

transport should wear a mask. We would urge students and staff in this situation to follow this advice; 



8. Please be aware that in the event of a sudden lockdown, you may have to resume online learning at short 

notice. Therefore please take your laptop and any other important materials home each night. 

PART ONE – STRUCTURE OF THE DAY 

1.1 Pick Up and Drop Off 

In view of the situation where many parents will choose to drive their children to school, rather than allowing them to 

use public transport, by all means drop them off inside the University, but preferably not in front of the school. 

Monash University Security Personnel will be on duty at the front of the school on Tuesday morning and afternoon 

this week to manage traffic, but you will all find it much easier to drop off and pick up your children if you find another 

place on the campus to do so. 

1.2 Daily Class Times 

We will retain the daily lesson structure, from 8:30am until 3:30pm, for the remainder of term two. This is partly due 

to the fact that our Year 10s will be operating on this timeframe as they continue online learning after the Year 11s 

and 12s return onsite. However, there is a chance we will retain it from now on, and will be consulting students and 

staff in order to make a final decision by the end of term two. 

No students will be permitted onsite before 8am. Students will be permitted to leave the school after their final 

timetabled lesson of SAC on any given day. 

Since the Co-curricular program is suspended until the end of term two, students will be dismissed on Wednesdays at 

1pm for the remainder of this term. 

Unfortunately, once the school day has finished for students, all students will need to make their way home. This is to 

allow the school to be adequately cleaned, and allow larger groups of staff to meet as required. Students who are 

being picked up later by their parents will be able to access the Learning and Teaching building to study. 

1.3 Mentor Group for Weeks 7 and 8 

Mentors will take the first two of the three sessions in Weeks 7 and 8 with their Year 11 and 12 students onsite. At 

those times the Year 10s will not have to log in and will have some spare time. Mentors will then spend the third 

session online with their Year 10 students, and their Year 11s and 12s will have an extended recess. 

1.4 Year 10 Elective Science Subjects 

Year 10 Elective Science subjects will return to term one’s arrangements. Students can expect to have a short unit with 

straightforward assessment, such as a practical activity followed by a report, or an assessed extension to the 

investigation undertaken during the period of remote learning. 

1.5 Recess and Lunchtimes – Social Distancing, Dress Appropriately, Personal Responsibility for Cleaning Up 

At recess and lunchtime, all students will be asked to go downstairs to eat. No food is to be taken into the areas 

surrounding the basketball court. All rubbish MUST be placed in the bins, and NO CROCKERY is to be taken outside, as 

is the case now. Students may purchase food from the canteen, observing appropriate distancing as indicated.  

Students are welcome to heat food in the microwaves positioned in each House kitchenette, or use the toaster. Once 

finished they must wipe the handles of the appliance with the disinfectant and wipes provided, and take their food 

downstairs to eat. Student House Captains will be rostered on to make sure these areas operate appropriately. 

After they have eaten students will be encouraged to go outside and spread out during the breaks, for social distancing 

reasons, particularly on days which are fine. The mantra of ‘SUN OUT – ALL OUT’ will become a common guideline. 

This could include the Monash College spaces should they become available to the school. Students will be asked to 

dress warmly on cold days, with suitable layers of clothing being the best idea. 

1.6 Extreme Weather - Wet Day Timetable 

On days of extremely wet weather, the school will change the lunchtime arrangements. In such cases the following 

will apply: 



 The lunchbreak will be reduced from one hour to 30 minutes, and teacher yard-duties from 30 minutes to 15 

minutes to ensure teachers have a break to eat; 

 Year 12 students will be asked to occupy the ground floor, Year 11 students the middle floor and Year 10 

students the top floor, in order to reduce unnecessary congestion. Yard duties will be reassigned on such days 

to ensure adequate supervision on each level; 

 Students will be able to purchase food at the canteen and heat meals in House areas, observing the rules 

around hygiene. Students will be able to eat their lunch upstairs on such days, but all rubbish MUST BE PLACED 

IN BINS AND AREAS CLEANED UP prior to period 5 commencing; 

 Students will be released for the day after period 5, at 3pm. 

 

PART TWO - ADEQUATE SOCIAL DISTANCING ALONGSIDE THE CONTINUATION OF JMSS PROGRAMS 

2.1 General Guidelines 

While the Chief Health Officer has advised that students will not be required to maintain physical distancing at school, 

there will be a number of important changes to our school operations, consistent with health advice. This will apply 

until further notice. Further detail about our local school context is provided here, with more to come. 

For the remainder of term two, there will be no access to the school site for anyone other than immediate school staff 

and students, including Monash academics working in the ESV or other outreach programs, unless there is a compelling 

reason to do otherwise. Hence parent meetings and interviews will continue to be conducted online. 

We are negotiating with Monash College to utilise some available spaces in their ‘pop-up village’ across the road from 

JMSS. The temporary acquisition of some of these spaces will enable us to ‘spread out’ our operations appropriately, 

without having to relocate part of our operations at some considerable distance from the school. This will include 

spaces for students at recess and lunchtimes. We have also negotiated with Monash University to use lecture theatres 

S1 to S4 for SACs later this term; 

The Department have made it clear that social distancing applies to the staff at each school, and not the students. 

Nonetheless most of our students are approaching adulthood, and we need to consider this in our thinking. 

Consequently, I am urging EACH AND EVERY ONE OF OUR STUDENTS to take personal responsibility for their own 

conduct by NOT gathering in close groups, by spreading out appropriately in learning spaces, and by being mindful to 

give the staff plenty of room to move around the building. 

I am sure every person in the JMSS community has seen social distancing in action everywhere they have gone in 

recent weeks. This is the ONE MAJOR REQUEST I have of every student on their return to JMSS, and expect of every 

member of staff. 

2.2 Inside JMSS 

In order to further help this cause, we will put the following into place: 

 A maximum of two people may use the lift at any one time; 

 The middle stairs be used by STAFF ONLY until further notice; 

 The stairs at either end of the building be used by STUDENTS ONLY until further notice; 

 A maximum of 16 people may be in the staff common room at any one time; 

 Appropriate distancing will take place at the canteen during recess and lunchtimes for students purchasing 

food. Wherever possible, we are asking staff to purchase food in one of their breaks; 

 A set of protocols for students and staff using the MUSIC HOUSE will be drawn up by the Head of Music and 

Assistant Principal (Curriculum and Pedagogy) and circulated to all relevant staff and students. 

2.3 House Staff Areas 

 No students are to enter the staff House areas for any reason; 

 House staff areas will be slightly reconfigured to allow for appropriate social distancing for staff. 



2.4 Study Periods 

 Students will be encouraged to spread out as much as possible during study periods, including into areas inside 

Monash College should they become available; 

 In order to ensure adequate social distancing for staff, students wishing to get help need to book an 

appointment with the teacher concerned. Houses should organise times at which such help can be accessed, 

including study periods. 

 Any students who have a study period in Lesson 1 on any day may come to school by the start of lesson 2; 

 Any students who have a study period in Lesson 5 on any day, or Lesson 4 on Wednesday, must go home at 

the end of their last timetabled class. If any such student has multiple study lessons together, with the last of 

these sessions being at the end of the teaching day, they will be able to sign out and go home at the end of 

their last timetabled class; 

 If any student has a SAC scheduled in a study lesson, they must attend and complete the SAC; 

 Please Note that any student who fails to adhere to this directive, and leaves the school early when they 

know they have a SAC, may lose the option of leaving school early, or coming to school later, from then on. 

2.5 Staff and Student Meetings 

 Student meetings may continue onsite, as long as sensible social distancing is applied, and especially if any 

staff members are expected to attend. This will include Student Parliament and Committees, Year 12 Council, 

Student Clubs and so on. Any members of staff attending such meetings must observe adequate social 

distancing expectations. 

2.6 Co-curricular Program 

Due to the closure of Monash Sport and other facilities, Wednesday’s Co-curricular program will be suspended at least 

until the end of term two. All students will be expected to leave the school at the end of Period 4 on those days. 

2.7 Whole-school Events 

 Arrangements for School assemblies and House assemblies will be announced soon; 

 Any resumption of Parliament-run events involving large numbers of students, such as Lip-Synch battles, will 

be postponed until at least term three, when the matter will be reconsidered; 

 Breakfast Club will be postponed for the remainder of term two, and the arrangements reconsidered in term 

three; 

 Soup Club, Lunch Club and Staff Morning Teas will be suspended for the rest of Term Two and until further 

notice; 

 After school onsite tutoring sessions, such as Maths Club, will continue online, as has been arranged during 

term two to date. 

2.8 Assessments for Unit 3, 4 Studies 

 Small cohort assessments will continue to be held onsite at JMSS; 

 Some large cohort assessments will take place in lecture theatres S1 to S4 in Week 10 this term, with others 

taking place in the same venues during Week 2 of Term Three. More information will be forthcoming from the 

VCE team soon; 

 Unit 1, 2 Assessments will continue to be held in class at JMSS. 

2.9 Mobile Phones 

 Students may bring their mobile phones to school with them. Whilst travelling to and from school, the Covid19 

app will be effective for any students who have downloaded it to their devices. However, in accordance with 

DET policy, the placing of mobile phones in lockers from the start of lesson one until the end of the school day 

will remain in place. Our school will still have a full attendance list each day, so any and all contacts onsite at 

JMSS can still be traced, irrespective of the Covid19 app, in the event of a Covid19 transmission. 

 



2.10 Reports and Parent Teacher Interviews 

 Interim reporting will continue for the remainder of the semester for parents and students via Canvas; 

 There will be a summative report for every student delivered at the end of the term via Accelerus; 

 There will be no face-to-face Parent Teacher interviews at JMSS in Term Two; 

 There will be Parent Teacher interviews conducted in Week 4 of Term Three. The issue of them being onsite 

or being virtual will be made closer to the time; 

 We will consider running another round of Parent Teacher interviews early in Term Four, in consideration of 

the extended year of study for all students, especially the Year 12s. 

2.11 Confirmed case of COVID-19 

DET has comprehensive procedures in place with the Department of Health and Human Services to manage 

suspected or confirmed cases of coronavirus (COVID-19) in schools. 

 We will contact the Department of Health and Human Services on 1300 651 160 to discuss what to do next if 

a student or staff member: 

o is a confirmed case; 

o has been in close contact with a confirmed case. 

 We will inform the Department by making an IRIS incident alert. 

DHHS defines ‘close contact’ as someone who has either: 

o had at least 15 minutes of face-to-face contact with a confirmed case of coronavirus (COVID-19) or 

o shared a closed space for more than two hours with someone who is a confirmed case. 

Further information and resources  

 DET Coronavirus (COVID-19) website: 

o https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/Pages/coronavirus-advice-schools.aspx 

 DHHS Coronavirus (COVID-19) website: 

o https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus   

 DET Infectious Diseases Policy: 

o https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/health/pages/infectiousdiseases.aspx  

 DET Health Care Needs Policy 

o https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/health/pages/healthcareneeds.aspx  

 Talking to your child about COVID-19: 

o https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/department/covid-19/talking-to-your-child-

during-coronavirus.docx 

 

 Department of Education and Training COVID-19 Advice Line – 1800 338 663 

 Department of Health and Human Services Coronavirus hotline – 1800 675 398 (24 hours, 7 days a week) 

 

Peter Corkill 

PRINCIPAL 
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