
Status Update 3-01 regarding the Covid-19 Coronavirus     11th July 2020 

Dear parents and students 

Welcome back to term three, although on a much more sombre note than we would have all anticipated at the end 

of term two. Nonetheless I trust all students and staff have had some well-deserved rest over the break, and are 

readying yourselves for the challenges Term Three will no doubt bring. 

This update will concentrate on the implications of recent announcements on the commencement of school next 

Monday at JMSS. At the time of writing, the Department of Education and Training has not issued its updated 

Operational Guidelines for Schools, so doubtless further information will become available over the next few days. I 

will do my best to keep the information coming as I receive it. 

You have most likely heard from the Premier earlier this week that the Victorian School holidays will officially finish 

this Friday and the State Government has announced that there will be five Student-Free days for students in Prep to 

Year 10 from 13th-17th July. This means that the start of Term Three will be on Monday July 13th for our Year 11 and 

12 students, and Monday 20th July for our Year 10 students. 

Unfortunately, that is as much as we know at this stage. The situation we are also dealing with at the moment 

continues to evolve. The information received late on Tuesday night indicated that new guidelines will come later 

this week. However, no clear indication has been forthcoming regarding a return to remote learning for Year 10 

students. I do think (personally) that it is most likely that we will, given the current infection rates. 

The reason there are no clear guidelines is due to decisions still being made by the Chief Health Officer. Following 

this, the Department has to respond by providing all of the guidelines needing his approval before being released. 

This decision by the government is a good thing as it gives us as a school time to prepare for a possible return to 

remote learning for Year 10, at the same time getting our VCE students underway for semester two on Monday. The 

new arrangements are designed to give our health experts additional time to assess the situation in our 

communities. I know that this means uncertainty and another period of dislocation for everyone. However, these 

steps have been identified as critical measures to protect the safety of all of us. 

Our Leadership Team met on Friday and as a result I am pleased to release the following information for all students 

and parents for the start of Term Three on Monday. 

Attendance Onsite at School in Week One 

1. All Year 11 and 12 students are expected to attend onsite learning at JMSS next week. I realise that many of 

you are worried at this decision, but please be assured we are doing all we can to ensure the safety of 

everyone at school. It will be very difficult for us to provide an acceptable continuation of learning for 

students who choose to remain at home where no immune-compromise exists, either for them personally or 

for someone else in that family living at the same address. This is the Department of Education and 

Training’s stance on this; 

2. Year 10 students not studying a VCE subject are not expected at school next week, and will have an extra 

week’s holiday; 

3. Year 10 students studying a Unit 1, 2 subject as a whole Year 10 class (Maths Methods, Physics, Advanced 

Chemistry, Music, Languages) will have those lessons online, and must attend. These lessons will occur 

according to the new timetable - please check Compass for these times. There is no need for any of these 

students to attend school next week; 

4. Year 10 students doing a Unit 1, 2 or Unit 3, 4 study with Year 11s or 12s in the same class will be able to 

come into JMSS only for those classes. This will include Unit 2 Specialist Mathematics, and Unit 3, 4 

Chemistry. Students may arrive at JMSS immediately prior to this lesson, and may leave straight after it. If for 

some reason they arrive at the school early, they must report to Reception to sign in, and they will be 

directed to the VCE Office on level 2 where they can undertake private study until their lesson takes place. 

Please note that they MUST report to reception to have their temperature checked if they arrive at the 

school after 9am; 

5. Once it is clear how things will be managed from Week 2 onwards, we will be in a better position to advise 

Year 10 students studying a VCE subject about how this can be best managed. 



Attendance Onsite at School from Week Two Onwards 

We anticipate at this stage that Year 11 and 12 classes will continue onsite at JMSS, and Year 10 classes will resume 

online, with Year 10 students learning from home. This has yet to be confirmed by the Department of Education. 

Once it is confirmed, I will let everyone know. 

Co-Curricular Program 

Unfortunately, due to the closure of Monash Sport all Co-Curricular programs have been suspended. Therefore, 

Years 10 and 11 students will be released from school at the beginning of lunchtime on each Wednesday. We 

apologise to all concerned, and hope to be in a position to reinstate this program once restrictions are lifted. 

Daily Structure 

1. The daily lesson times have reverted to those used in Term One, with an 8:40am start each day and a 

3:15pm finish. These times will be maintained for all students whether they are learning onsite at JMSS or 

from home; 

2. Study periods have resumed their normal place in the timetable so students will have study lessons onsite at 

school; 

3. Mentor Group will run as normal next week, but only for Year 11 and 12 students. Year 10 students will not 

be required to attend Mentor Group sessions in Week 1. 

Entry To and Exit From JMSS 

1. Students must enter the building through the doorway allocated to their House. Temperature testing will 

take place at each of these entrances. The main door has been allocated to Flannery, the next door to Wood, 

the entrance directly into the area adjacent to the canteen to Blackburn and the far door at the rear of the 

deck to Doherty. The temperature checks will take place outside the building near each door. Students are 

asked to observe appropriate distancing and wait patiently until their temperature is taken; 

2. At either end of, and throughout, each day, ALL students MUST enter and leave the school via the door 

allocated to their House. This is to ensure appropriate social distancing at breaks and throughout the day; 

3. Staff should enter and leave the building only via the main entrance or the rear door to the carpark.  

Social Distancing at JMSS 

This has now been stressed by the Chief Health Officer as important in all social situations, including schools. The 

following will be put in place at JMSS: 

1. Monash College spaces are still available to JMSS, and will be for the foreseeable future. These include BG1 - 

BG4, GG01 and FG 1-4. We intend to move some classes and study periods into these classrooms, so 

students will need to check their timetables on Compass for this information; 

2. Gold Passes will be issued to Year 12 students who qualify for them. Those students with a Gold Pass will be 

able to arrive at school for Period 2 if they have a free lesson in Period 1, and likewise be able to leave at 

lunchtime if they have a free lesson in Period 5; 

3. Furniture in the Bridge spaces will be spread out, with a maximum of 6 students in a group appropriately 

spaced around co-joined tables, with these table groups appropriately separated and fixed in position; 

4. On some occasions, senior science classes will be divided between practical work and theory work so both 

the lab and bridge areas can be used by the same team-taught class; 

5. Social distancing in House areas and in the staffroom will remain in place; 

6. Students must use the stairs at either end of the building and the middle stairs can only be used by staff 

members; 

7. At recess and lunchtimes students will have to observe appropriate social distancing. Yard duty staff will 

enforce this, but in reality should not have to. This is one way in which all students can genuinely help out – 

please be responsible for your own appropriate social distancing WITHOUT having to be reminded. I 

would especially appreciate everyone’s help with this. 

 



Temperature Check For All Students On Arrival 

It has now been mandated that all students must have their temperature checked on arrival at school. This must 

occur before entry into the school is permitted. Parents need to note that any student whose temperature exceeds 

37.5C must be collected from school and taken home. Therefore, to avoid that occurrence, and the obvious panic it 

will cause, any student who is feeling unwell or has a fever in the morning before they leave home, should stay at 

home. 

Students need to note the arrangements for this process which will begin on Monday morning: 

1. Temperature testing will begin at 7:45am each morning. No student is permitted to enter the building before 

that time; 

2. Temperature testing will be done by staff members who have volunteered for this task. They will be given a 

protective mask, and a screen will be provided for them to stand behind. A small number of former students 

who often work at the school will also assist; 

3. No student can enter the building without being temperature-tested, and only then if their temperature is 

under the stated threshold. 

Use of Masks at JMSS 

As matters stand at the moment, the Chief Health Officer has stressed the importance of wearing masks to all 

Victorians. Parents should be aware that the school does not have masks to issue to every student, nor do we have 

supplies to replace any. So I would suggest that every student coming to school next week purchase their own mask 

over the weekend. I would further suggest that masks be worn at these times: 

1. Travelling to and from school, especially on public transport; 

2. At recess and lunchtimes when students are outside the building. 

Students who feel they need to wear masks in class are welcome to do so. They should also be careful not to 

unnecessarily touch their faces or their masks, and regularly use the sanitisers which are spread throughout the 

building. Students should also take care of their masks at home, and wash them regularly, unless they are of course 

single-use. 

My thanks to Rahul Chitra of Year 11 for his email regarding the use of masks at JMSS. I have included the links to the 

articles he sent here, for everyone’s information. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-cover-guidance.html 

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/06/who-updates-guidance-on-masks-heres-what-to-know-now/ 

Use of Disposable Masks 

The following advice comes from Victoria’s Chief Health Officer: 

1. Wash your hands before putting on the mask; 
2. Make sure it covers your nose and mouth and fits snugly under your chin, over the bridge of your nose and 

against the sides of your face; 
3. Do not touch the front of the mask while it is on or when removing it (and if you do so accidentally, wash or 

clean your hands immediately); 
4. Be careful while removing the mask not to touch your face; 
5. Dispose of the mask in the bin straight after removing; 
6. Wash your hands immediately after removing and disposing the mask. 

 

Unit 3, 4 SACs in Week 2 

There will be a small number of SACs which will take place in Week 2 of term. These will take place onsite at JMSS or 

in the same lecture theatres used for those SACs held later in term two. The Year 12 Biology SAC will take place on 

21/07 in lesson 5 and Year 12 Physics will take place on 22/07 in lesson 3. The details of the other subjects, venues 

and times will be released as soon as they come to hand. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-cover-guidance.html
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/06/who-updates-guidance-on-masks-heres-what-to-know-now/


Alumni Tutoring Program 

Students and parents will be pleased to hear that the Alumni Tutoring Program will recommence next week for all 

students undertaking a Unit 3, 4 subject. As previously advised, tutorial groups have been reconfigured due to the 

changes which have had to me made. We have restricted the number of subjects in which JMSS students can access 

tutoring to TWO, and the revised timetable has been issued. Once again my sincere thanks to all of our former 

students who have offered their time to help our current Unit 3, 4 students. The thanks of all of us go to Raj Gaddam 

and Francine Machin (Class of 2019) and to Benny Nisselle-Griffiths and Minh Dan Nguyen (Class of 2010) for all their 

hard work in setting this up. 

I need to impress upon all of the JMSS students involved in this program the importance of attending each scheduled 

session. If for any reason you are unable to attend, please email your tutor well in advance to let them know, as a 

matter of courtesy. Sadly, we had a small number of occasions in semester one when this did not happen. This is 

simply not good enough and is not to occur again. I am sure you would all agree with this, in fairness to the many 

former students who are giving up their time free of charge to help our students. 

 

Finally, please keep safe, and enjoy the weekend. Again I have included a couple of interesting scientific and 

pandemic-related articles which I hope you all enjoy and find interesting. Once we receive the updated guidelines 

from DET I will send these to you, as well as updated versions of the JMSS A-Z Guides for both staff and students. 

Thank you in advance for your support of our work as we move forward into Term Three together. I fully understand 

the genuine worry of parents and students at this time. I, my leadership team and in fact all of our staff share this 

with you. Nonetheless all we can do is our best, follow the guidelines set for us by the state and the Department of 

Education and Training, and make the best and most appropriate decisions and changes as time goes by in response 

to our own situation. 

I hope this Update answers most of the questions which have come into the school via email and phone, and no 

doubt you have in your minds at present. Please expect regular updates as the situation continues to evolve over the 

coming days and weeks. 

 

Best regards 

Peter Corkill 

PRINCIPAL 


