
Status Update 3-02 regarding the Covid-19 Coronavirus     18th July 2020 

Dear parents and students 

We have just reached the end of Week One of Term Three, and it seems like so much has happened in that very 

short amount of time. Infections are soaring and we seem to be in a very different place than at the start of Term 

Two, when we found ourselves at the beginning of six weeks of Stage 3 lockdown, with all students learning from 

home, and all teachers and many of our support staff also working from home. 

Rumours continue to abound concerning a Stage Four lockdown being imposed soon, but we have not received any 

news of that. However, I do have some good news which I wish to share in this Update, which I think will have a very 

positive impact on the worry many parents, teachers and students have at the moment. 

Approval of a Mix of Online Learning and Face-to-Face Learning at JMSS, STARTING THIS WEEK 

I am pleased to announce that our recent request to run a hybrid model of online and face-to-face learning, which 

we put forward to DET and our North-East Victoria Regional Director, has been acknowledged and granted. I wrote 

earlier this week to ask that JMSS be allowed to revert to online learning for two days per week, and remain onsite 

for three days per week, and this was approved by our Regional Director Mr Terry Bennett yesterday afternoon. This 

format will begin next week. In short these are the arrangements: 

 In every Week A (which corresponds to the week just passed) students will be onsite on Monday, 

Wednesday and Friday, and learning from home on Tuesday and Thursday; 

 In every Week B (which corresponds to NEXT week) students will be onsite on Monday, Tuesday and 

Thursday, and learning from home on Wednesday and Friday; 

 Students scheduled for a SAC on a day of online learning must attend school and complete that SAC at that 

time. Most of these will be in the afternoon so students can complete their morning lessons online before 

coming to school; 

 On days of online learning, teachers will be permitted to work from home. However, when SACs are being 

held, some teachers may have to attend onsite to ensure these are run appropriately; 

 This will continue for the next five weeks, and during any period of continued Stage 3 restrictions imposed 

on the Melbourne or wider Victorian communities; 

 From next week all Year 10 students will resume their learning fully online, including those involved in strict 

Year 10 VCE classes which resumed online last week. However, some of those students will be able to attend 

school on some days to undertake SACs and science practical work. Their teachers will make it clear to them 

exactly when these days will occur. Those few Year 10 students who need to join their Year 11 or 12 classes 

onsite will continue to be able to do so. They are welcome to stay at school and undertake the rest of their 

Year 10 lessons online; 

 There will be a small number of students who will be required to come into school for all lessons and catch 

up on the work they are behind in. Parents will be notified individually if this is the case; 

 The daily lesson times which are in place now will continue in exactly the same way on days of online 

learning; 

 On days of online learning where a Mentor Group session is scheduled, all Year 10, 11 and 12 students will 

attend that session. A decision will be made and communicated next week about how Year 10 students can 

access Mentor Group sessions on days where Year 11 and 12 students are onsite but Year 10 students are 

online. 

I would like everyone to know the reasons why we have asked for this. They are twofold: 

 Our students reside all over the metropolitan area, and come to us from all parts of inner and outer 
Melbourne. Like the other select-entry Government schools in Melbourne, we do not draw our students 
from a local catchment. As a result, we feel that the risks are higher for us as a community, and we know 
that parents and students are worried about students travelling long distances on public transport; 

 John Monash Science School has an excellent and highly effective approach to online learning, and providing 

that every student engages with this in the right way, we lose nothing in terms of learning effectiveness by 

reverting to this medium. 



This announcement will be a relief to those students who have been unable to attend school at all this week due to 

genuine health concerns. I trust that you will all be able to effectively re-engage with your learning and catch-up with 

any work you have fallen behind in. 

I would like to sincerely thank the members of my Leadership Team who spent a very late afternoon together at 

school last Monday, to come up with this optimum request for our school. We deliberately did not ask for a 

complete reversion to online learning as we believe this would have a very detrimental effect on the mental well-

being of our students and even our staff. Education thrives best when teachers and students work together in real 

time, and students are able to learn and work together with their friends. Therefore, we wanted to maintain that for 

as long as we possibly could. For our Year 12s, in their final year of secondary education, this is especially important. 

Social Distancing and the Wearing of Masks – COMMON SENSE OUTSIDE OF SCHOOL  

After a strong reminder to all students, social distancing during breaks is vastly improved now compared to earlier in 

the week. It must continue in this way, and I would appreciate this message being reinforced at home. 

As aligned with DET advice, the wearing of masks has not been made mandatory at JMSS. Nonetheless many of our 

students are wearing them to and from school, many of those I presume are using public transport. They are also 

wearing them during breaks, and even some are wearing them in class. 

I would like to urge ALL students to consider obtaining a mask and wearing it on the journey to and from school, 

on the university campus, at recess and lunchtime when you are outside, but ESPECIALLY when you are using 

public transport. Furthermore, since there is little chance of avoiding contact in games such as down-ball and 

basketball during breaks, a mask could provide good protection for you, AS LONG AS you don’t play so vigorously 

that the mask inhibits the inflow of oxygen and outflow of carbon dioxide which would make you ill.  

Games like basketball and down-ball have long enabled JMSS students to release some energy as well as have some 

good-natured competitive fun during breaks. However, everyone still has a responsibility to exercise appropriate 

social distancing. Since some close contact is inevitable, it becomes a case of mitigating the risk. Therefore, I would 

ask that, starting on Monday, students ensure that games like down-ball involve fewer players at the same time, and 

perhaps are organised in shorter time spans with students rotating on and off, so that we don’t have unnecessarily 

large groups of students competing for the same ball in a small space at the same time. Furthermore, we will set out 

cones to be used for players lining up to enter the court, so we don’t have large groups of students waiting together 

for their turn. I hope that makes sense to everyone, so I would urge you all to help out accordingly. 

Finally, the furniture in all teaching spaces has been rearranged to allow the appropriate social distancing we want to 

see. We have secured continued use of Monash College classrooms in the pop-up village across the road, which will 

further allow you all to spread out during class times. We have also allowed students to use all three floors of the 

school at recess and lunchtime, with the proviso that all rubbish is placed in the bins provided and any mess quickly 

cleaned up before classes resume. 

Entry To and Exit From JMSS, and Temperature Testing 

We now have four entrances which students can use, one for each House. Students must enter and exit the building 

through the doorway allocated to their House. Temperature testing has taken place outside the building near each 

door. Students have observed appropriate distancing and waited patiently until their temperature was taken. This 

will continue until further notice. No student should enter the building without their temperature being tested 

prior. Those who arrive late due for any reason should alert the reception staff as soon as they can, and a member 

of staff will come outside and check their temperature before they enter the school. 

Finally, please keep safe, and enjoy the weekend. Again I have included a few interesting scientific and pandemic-

related articles which I hope you all enjoy and find interesting. I will send you the updated versions of the JMSS A-Z 

Guides for both staff and students once I have aligned them with the new DET guidelines. 

Best regards 

Peter Corkill 

PRINCIPAL 


