
Status Update 3-03 regarding the Covid-19 Coronavirus     21st July 2020 

Dear parents and students 

I write regarding the recent announcement regarding the wearing of masks in schools, which comes into effect from 

Thursday 23rd July. The official advice from DET follows here: 

In line with advice from the Victorian Chief Health Officer, the Victorian Government has announced that those in 

metropolitan Melbourne and Mitchell Shire must wear a face covering when they leave home from 11.59pm on 

Wednesday 22 July 2020. 

 

Face coverings will be mandatory for people aged 12 and over. These measures will slow the spread of coronavirus 

(COVID-19) and help protect the community. In schools, this means that school-based staff and secondary school 

students in metropolitan Melbourne and Mitchell Shire will be required to wear a face covering. 

 

The Victorian Chief Health Officer has advised that any face covering will be acceptable – it does not need to be a 

surgical mask. More information about different face coverings is provided at the end of this message. 

 

For schools in metropolitan Melbourne and Mitchell Shire 

All school-based staff must wear face coverings at school, and when travelling to and from school. 

 

Teachers and education support staff will not be required to wear face coverings while teaching, but those who wish 

to do so, can. Teachers should wear face coverings in other areas of the school when not teaching (for example, in 

the staffroom, on yard duty and when providing first aid or taking temperatures), and when travelling to and from 

school. 

 

Students who attend primary school for on-site supervision will not be required to wear a face covering. Students 

who are aged 12 by Year 6 will not be required to wear face coverings. The Victorian Chief Health Officer has advised 

that it is not practical to require some primary school students to wear face coverings while others are not required 

to. 

 

All secondary school students who are attending on-site for Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE), Victorian 

Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) or on-site supervision will need to wear a face covering, including when 

travelling to and from school. 

 

Students or staff who have a medical condition - including problems with their breathing, a serious skin condition on 

the face, a disability or a mental health condition - are not required to wear a face covering. This includes students 

who attend specialist schools. 

 

Parents/carers will be required to wear face coverings whenever they leave the house, including for school drop off 

and pick up. 

 

Please use discretion and common sense when supporting staff and students with these matters. 

 

Students outside of metropolitan Melbourne or Mitchell Shire 

Students who live outside metropolitan Melbourne and Mitchell shire who visit these areas for one of the permitted 

reasons, including for work and to attend school, will have to wear a face covering. 

Face coverings are also recommended in situations where maintaining 1.5 metres of physical distance is not 

possible. 



Students who live in metropolitan Melbourne or Mitchell Shire and attend a school outside these areas are not 

required to wear a face covering at school. However, if staff live in metropolitan Melbourne or Mitchell Shire and 

work outside of these areas, they must continue to wear a face covering. 

 

The Department of Health and Human Services website has the hyperlink advice about face coverings, including: 

 different types that can be used 
 how to make your own 
 how to safely wear 
 how to safely remove. 

Students Playing Games During Breaks 

All students playing ball games during recess and lunchtimes must adhere to the following: 

 You MUST ensure you wash and sanitise your hands prior to playing and immediately after you re-enter the 

school to resume classes. This is to ensure that any contamination due to the sharing of the same 

equipment, for example a basketball, is minimised; 

 You MUST wear a mask while playing games outside, and I would advise students not to play any game with 

such vigour that your breathing would be compromised by wearing a mask; 

 You must spread out and use the full amount of space allocated to you. For games that allow students to 

come on and off court, please line up appropriately to wait your turn, exercising correct social distancing; 

 Since some close contact in games like basketball is inevitable, it becomes a case of mitigating the risk by 

allowing fewer players on court at the same time, and rotating players over shorter time spans, so that we 

don’t have unnecessarily large groups of students competing for the same ball in a small space at the same 

time. 

Entry To and Exit From JMSS, and Temperature Testing 

 Temperature testing of every student has taken place at each of four designated House entrances, and has 

gone well this week. Students have observed appropriate distancing and waited patiently until their 

temperature has been taken. This will continue until further notice. This will continue until further notice, 

including on days of online learning when students come into school to undertake SACs. My thanks to the 

staff and former students who have been helping out with this work, you have all done a great job; 

 No student should enter the building without their temperature being tested prior. Those who arrive late 

due for any reason should alert the reception staff as soon as they can, and a member of staff will come 

outside and check their temperature before they enter the school. 

Wearing Masks During SACs 

 DET Guidelines state that schools should use common sense about occasions when it is not practical for 

students to wear a mask, for example when playing a musical instrument. We await clarification about 

whether this extends to the undertaking of SACs. In the interim all students should have a mask with them 

when attending for SACs and plan to wear it throughout the SAC. 

Tomorrow and Friday are the designated days of online learning this week, with Tuesday and Thursday being the 

days of online learning next week. I am sure we will fall into the routine quickly enough, and trust this extra provision 

will give students and staff some relief with the worries about the Covid19 spread being so unstable at the moment. 

I am still working on the Updated A-Z Guides for Staff and Students and hope to have them available by the 

weekend. 

Best regards to you all, and please keep safe and well 

Peter Corkill 

PRINCIPAL 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dhhs.vic.gov.au%2Fface-masks-covid-19%3Futm_source%3Demail%2Bmarketing%2BMailigen%26utm_campaign%3DDirect%2Bsend%2B%25E2%2580%2593%2BEmergency%26utm_medium%3Demail&data=02%7C01%7CPeter.Corkill%40education.vic.gov.au%7C56fcd336af234898486d08d82c9aa487%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637308389988205999&sdata=A8s9qrO7yDjCYaKF8ckcVZE57b05ZLvBJ3MnSkmx7cg%3D&reserved=0

