
Status Update 3-05 regarding the Covid-19 Coronavirus     1st August 2020 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS 

As you will all now be aware, the week ended with Melbourne in a vastly different situation than the one it was in at 

the beginning. Covid19 case numbers soared later this week to unprecedented levels for Melbourne, which has the 

Government, the Chief Health officer, the Department of Education and Training and frankly all of us quite worried.  

After the Deputy Secretary Mr David Howes informed us last week that we were not to continue with our hybrid 

model of two days of online learning and three days of onsite learning, JMSS complied, and we have just completed 

the first full week under that regimen. In response of two further requests we made, I am pleased to report the 

following: 

1. JMSS will be allowed to continue teaching full classes of Year 10 students undertaking a VCE Unit 2 subject 

online, alongside the rest of the Year 10 curriculum. We asked this for two reasons. Firstly, in order to 

maintain a consistency of approach for the whole year level, and secondly to prevent students having to 

come into school for one lesson onsite, and then having to access the remainder of their program online 

while still being at school. This would further challenge our capacity to spread students out where possible, 

which has been a directive from DET; 

2. We have been given permission to hold our monthly whole-school assembly on a full day of online learning. 

Please note that this does NOT apply to House assemblies. 

We have also agreed to provide opportunities for the Year 10 students undertaking a VCE subject to occasionally 

attend onsite. This will certainly occur to allow students to undertake practical work in science, to undertake any 

SACs and also any immersion experiences in these subjects which would be organised by the teachers. 

More Room at Monash College 

Despite having to relocate some of our study periods into a different part of the complex, it is now highly likely we 

will be able to keep access to these buildings for at least the remainder of term three. The Music Faculty is very 

much enjoying their new environs, especially the use of wifi, which was only available at the old Music House via 

Monash’s free wifi service. Unfortunately, due to the necessary cutbacks they have had to make, the free wifi service 

is no longer available anywhere on campus. 

Help for Students Who CANNOT Attend School 

Currently we have a small number of Year 11 and Year 12 students who are not attending school because of a 

specific compromise to their personal health or to a member of their family living with them. I have asked Mr Greg 

Sargent to help out by working with teachers and the VCE team to establish ways in which those students can better 

re-engage with their learning. I hope this strategy will be finalised early next week. At the moment all Year 11 and 12 

students who can attend school should be attending school. Provision of both onsite and online learning to students 

in the same class is very difficult to establish and continue, but we are doing our best for those who have no other 

alternative. 

Parent Teacher Interviews 

All of you will have received information about the structure of these interviews which will take place REMOTELY 

each afternoon from 2pm until 4:30pm next week. You are all able to book appointments via Compass. The 

interviews are of 10 minutes duration each, to allow people to join and then leave early to catch their next meeting. 

This also allows the teachers to better keep to time as well. We hope most of you will be able to access the links 

from home, and include your son or daughter in each meeting. Please note you are only able to book meetings with 

your child’s teachers, and in the interests of maintaining a good flow of meetings without unnecessary hold-ups, I 

would please ask everyone to keep to time. If you feel there is a need to talk further about a specific issue arising 

from the meeting, please arrange another time to follow up with that teacher. 

Masks and Temperature Checks 

Our first week of wearing masks has gone well and I would like to thank all of the students for their co-operation. It 

is also important you all know that Monash University will be enforcing strict protocol on campus regarding the 



wearing of masks. I would also like to thank the students playing games in front of the school and on the basketball 

court for complying as best they can with our directions around social distancing, and certainly the use of hand 

sanitisers on re-entry to the building after playing. 

I would like to sincerely thank all of the staff and former students who have volunteered their time to help us with 

temperature checking of students entering the school. This has worked very well to date and I would also like to 

thank all of our students for their patience and compliance with this important process. 

Where To From Here? 

At the moment I hesitate to shine any light on what the next week may hold. You will all be aware that our city is in a 

much different position than it was during the first six-week lockdown in Term Two. According to the figures and the 

statements from authorities, there are still too many people not following the rules, especially those who have 

tested positive and are still moving through the community when they shouldn’t be. All each individual can do now is 

play their part, and I am sure you are all impressing on your children the need to comply with simple things like the 

wearing of masks, using hand sanitisers regularly and of course appropriate social distancing. 

I have spoken personally this week to the Education Department Deputy Secretary David Howes, the President of the 

Australian Education Union Meredith Peace, the President of the Secondary Principals’ Association Sue Bell, and 

several regional colleagues. All are very concerned at the rising infection rates, and the possible impact on schools. 

Our School Council met on Tuesday and as a consequence we have written letters to David Howes, Deputy Secretary 

at DET, and to Mr. Steve Dimopoulos, our local State member, urging them to lend their influence to allow a return 

to the hybrid model of educational delivery we had in place a couple of weeks ago. I await their replies. 

There have been renewed and consistent calls for Principals to be allowed some agency to make what they believe 

to be the right call for their communities. I need you all to know that should that option become available, I would 

call for return to the hybrid model which we had in place two weeks ago, in the first instance. However, if the 

situation continues to deteriorate, sadly the matter may well be taken out of our hands, with a return to full online 

learning the likely outcome. I sincerely hope it won’t come to that. But if it has to, frankly, the sooner the better. 

A Shout-Out To Our Students and Student Leaders 

So in conclusion, let’s all remain upbeat and positive. All we can do in these situations is to control what we can and 

do the right thing, and comply fully with what we are directed to do when the situation is not in our control. I have 

been impressed with how you have all pulled together and complied with new directions, most of which I admit 

wouldn’t have come easily to you, viz social distancing. Keep it going, sadly I feel it may become necessary for quite 

some time to come. 

To our Year 12s, sincerely, I get it. It’s been the roughest of years, but you are doing a simply INCREDIBLE JOB. You 

are not letting the pandemic become an excuse for anything, and neither you should. We have lots of competitions 

and events running online, and I would urge everyone to get behind our student leaders and get involved. Put simply 

your energy and enthusiasm is driving our community ever forward. You are the people our younger students will 

get their lead from. Please keep it going! 

A Shout Out To Our Staff 

Sincere thanks to all of our staff for your ongoing support of each other, our work and our students. This is a tough 

time for everyone and all of us at JMSS are feeling the pressure in some way. Keep looking after each other and keep 

up the great work with our students. As PCOs, Sally Andrew and I massively appreciate the offers of help and words 

of encouragement that have come our way. We have a great team at JMSS and our students are in the best of 

hands. I am immensely proud of you all. 

Best regards to everyone, and please keep safe and well. I will keep you informed of any developments if and when 

we hear about them. In the meantime, there are a few more articles of interest accompanying this update which I 

hope you will enjoy reading. 

Peter Corkill 

PRINCIPAL 


