
 

 

   

30 April 2020 

Dear Principal 

I am pleased to advise that Amended 2020 Victorian Certificate of Education Study 

Designs have now been finalised. These amendments are to Unit 4 components of the 

studies, while Units 1 and 2 remain unchanged and there are very few changes to Unit 3 in 

a small number of specific studies (these are made clear in the Study Design). These 

amendments are in recognition of the move to remote and flexible learning and to address 

some of the uncertainty for Victoria’s senior secondary students. 

The VCAA has undertaken a review of the Unit 4 component of every Study Design 

consistent with the following key principles: 

 Maintain adherence to the health advice and directions regarding learning at home 

and social distancing arrangements at school sites. 

 Protect the integrity of the VCE as a nationally and internationally recognised high-

quality qualification 

 Protect the integrity and coherence of the individual Study Designs and provide a 

rationale for reasonable adjustments 

 Reduce school-based assessment tasks where possible to relieve some pressure 

on students as they move to remote and flexible learning arrangements 

 Ensure fairness and consistency across each learning area so that there is no 

unintended diminution in cognitive demand for this level of learning 

 Sustain the content knowledge and skills across Units 1 to 4 

 Keep all post-school pathways options open to 2020 VCE students 

 Allow small groups of VCE and Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) 

students to attend on-site for short periods, consistent with social distancing 

measures and other requirements, if their learning and assessment requirements 

cannot be conducted at home. 

Any adjustment or amendment to an individual Study Design is usually subject to 

significant scrutiny and consultation, which can take up to 12 months. The process for the 

review has been necessarily truncated to provide urgent advice to students, teachers and 

schools. 



 

 

The reviews focused on reducing school-based assessment tasks where possible to 

relieve some pressure on students to acknowledge the move to remote and flexible 

learning arrangements. In completing the reviews and through consultation, concerns were 

raised that a reduction in school-based assessment tasks alone without consideration of 

amendment to the scope of the teaching program for Unit 4 will not achieve a reduction in 

workload for students, commensurate with the disruption to learning experienced by 

students and teachers. 

A review of, and reasonable adjustment in, content and assessment study by study 

ensures genuine relief for students while maintaining the integrity of the individual Study 

Design and the certificate. The broad aims and intentions of the studies are still achieved 

and can be assessed fairly and accurately, while recognising that to be fair to this year's 

students, some reduction in workload is required. 

The adjustments have been achieved by different means for each Study Design as each 

course has its own particular design characteristics. This is a strength of the VCE which 

allows for differing combinations of theory and applied learning and different modes of 

presentation and assessment. It also affords students the opportunity to access a diverse 

range of studies and pursue different interests, strengths and career goals 

While broad consultation has not been possible, the VCAA formed and consulted with a 

principals’ reference group with representation from the three school sectors, as well as 

direct discussions with a number of academics, State Reviewers, Panel Chairs, Exam 

Development teams, and other relevant personnel. Strong support for the approach of the 

VCAA has been given through these processes. The VCAA Board and Senior Secondary 

Curriculum and Assessment Sub-Committee, which bring together educators from across 

the school sectors, have also been involved as the work has evolved. 

A ‘2020 Study Design Unit 4 Review Panel’ also reviewed the advice provided by the 

VCAA Curriculum Division, both the individual Study Design and study designs across the 

Certificate. This provided further assurance that the final amendments represent a 

reasonable adjustment, provide clarity of amendments and maintenance of study design 

integrity as well as an indication of the workload reduction attained. 

The Panel Members were 

 Chris Wardlaw, Chair, Victorian Curriculum Assessment Authority 

 John Firth, past Chief Executive Officer, Victorian Curriculum Assessment Authority 

 Sue Bell, President, Victorian Association of State Secondary Principals 

 Mary Oski, Director, Learning Services, Catholic Education Commission Victoria 

 Suzy Chandler, Executive Director-Curriculum, Victorian Curriculum Assessment 

Authority 

I would like to thank all those involved in this crucial and important work. 

I have today been informed by Lynn Glover, Chief Executive Officer of the Victorian 

Registrations and Qualifications Authority that the regulator has considered the principles, 

methodology and approach taken by the VCAA and provided endorsement. This means 

that the Amended 2020 Study Designs can now be published. 



 

 

As each Study Design becomes available, they will be published on the VCAA website 

with all studies published by the end of this week. 

Thank you again for your patience and partnership in continuing to support all students, 

especially those in their final years of study. 

 

Kind Regards 

 

 

 

STEPHEN GNIEL 

Acting Chief Executive Officer 

Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/HomePage.aspx

