
JMSS Update To Community re Covid19 2021 T1-02 – Revised Covid Protocols 
 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS Community 

Well done to our Year 10s for a fantastic first week at JMSS. I think everyone was impressed by the 

enthusiasm and genuine collaboration which was on display all week. The Year 10 ‘Camp’ (I used that word 

advisedly as the students were not able to stay on campus each night as they have in the past) was a 

wonderful success, and sincere thanks to Mr mal Anderson and his huge team of staff who made sure 

every event ran smoothly and to time. I was also wonderful seeing the 2021 student cohort together in full 

uniform on Thursday for the first time. JMSS is indeed back in full swing now. 

The Department of Education and Training has revised protocols and advice in some areas of school 

operation for 2021. In fact, an update regarding the wearing of masks at school only came into force last 

week. I have provided a summary of those which will impact JMSS. Please read them carefully and take 

them into account in your daily routine. 

The advice in the guide aligns with Victorian coronavirus (COVID-19) restrictions under “COVID Safe 

Summer”. These settings will remain in place until at least the end of January, at which time some further 

changes may be required. 

1. Use of Face Masks In Schools 

 Every student MUST have a face mask with them each day at school; 

 Students and staff MUST wear a face mask when using public transport; 

 Following the Government’s announcements regarding new statewide restrictions that came into 

effect at 11:59pm on Wednesday 3 February, there is new guidance for schools regarding the 

wearing of masks. People aged 12 and over must wear a fitted face mask when in public indoor 

spaces unless there is a lawful reason not to; 

 Students aged 12 or older must wear a face mask indoors when at school, unless they are attending 

a primary school, an Outside school hours’ care (OHSC) program or an exception applies; 

 Children under 12 years of age and students at primary school or attending an OHSC program are 

not required to wear face masks; 

 School staff are not required to wear face masks while teaching or caring, but those who wish to do 

so, can. Staff must wear face masks in indoor areas of the school when not teaching or caring; 

 Visitors to school sites must also wear masks when indoors. Please ensure anyone on your school 

site is aware of the updated face mask requirements; 

 A face mask must cover the nose and mouth. Face shields, scarves or bandanas do not meet these 

requirements; 

 It is important to follow the Victorian Chief Health Officer’s directions on wearing face masks, and 

there are steps that can be taken to improve comfort during warmer weather: 

o Keep hydrated with water. 

o Use a single-use mask, or a reusable face mask made from 100 per cent cotton, for 

increased breathability. 

o Wash your reusable mask frequently to maintain effectiveness and bring a spare so you can 

change your mask if it gets damp or wet.  

o Take mask breaks throughout the day, when you’re in settings that do not require them to 

be worn. 

 

2. Practise Good Hygiene 

 All staff, students and visitors to schools should undertake regular hand hygiene, particularly on 

arrival to school, before and after eating, after blowing their nose, coughing, sneezing or using the 

toilet. 

 



3. Visitors at School 

 Visitors are now welcome to come to schools. This includes Department staff, parents, Monash 

staff and other persons with a legitimate reason to be onsite at JMSS; 

 There is no requirement to limit the number or type of visitors to school premises, however the 

density limit of 1 person per 2 square metres should be applied to any spaces and activities being 

attended by parent/carers and other visitors; 

 ALL visitors to the school MUST continue to sign in and out at the Compass Kiosk. 

 

4. School Assemblies 

 Whole-school and Year Level Assemblies can resume onsite at JMSS. Physical distancing should be 

observed wherever possible; 

 If an assembly is held with external guests (parents/carers/visitors) then the overall attendee limit 

(inclusive of guests, staff and students) must be based on available floor space of the venue; with 

the density limit of one person per two square metres applied. Therefore Whole-school Assemblies 

will be broadcast from the school studio, onto screens in each House area, until further notice, and 

once restrictions are eased to allow this to happen. 

 

5. School Formals 

 School formals are permitted; 

 If held on school premises and attended exclusively by students and staff from a single school, 

venue density limits do not apply to the venue or dance floor; 

 If held at an external hospitality venue, entertainment facility or community facility the school will 

need to abide by the restrictions on the type of venue, including restrictions on dancing — dance 

floors must operate with a density limit of one person per four square metres, up to a maximum of 

50 people on the dancefloor at a time. 

 

6. Use of woodwind and brass instruments, singing, voice projection and dance 

 Use of wind and brass instruments, singing and voice projection does entail risk of potential spread 

of aerosols and droplets; 

 Musical instruments may be used, and group singing is permitted without specified limits. However, 

schools must consider and implement measures that may prevent or significantly reduce the risk of 

infection transmission as outlined by DHHS Coronavirus (COVID-19) transmission from air-

circulating, wind-blowing devices and activities; 

 Measures include physical distancing, moving outdoors, increasing ventilation, reducing the 

number of people, or reducing the length of time of the activity. 

 

7. Camps 

 School camps, including to attend remote campuses, are permitted across Victoria for all schools; 

 There are no restrictions on travel between metropolitan Melbourne and regional Victoria; 

 Multiple schools can attend a single facility. Further advice is available on the School Camps web 

page; 

 For both camps and excursions, travel to and from any DHHS-identified high-risk locations (when 

community transmission is occurring in areas of Victoria) should be deferred. 

 

8. Interstate travel 

 Travel restrictions between states and territories and in some remote areas of Australia are in 

place. These restrictions are implemented by individual state and territory governments and are 

subject to change at very short notice. Schools must refer to DHHS- travel advice and the relevant 

state/territory specific restrictions before confirming travel plans or bookings; 

https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/faq-covid-19-transmission-air-and-wind-moving-devices-doc
https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/faq-covid-19-transmission-air-and-wind-moving-devices-doc
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/school-camps-during-coronavirus
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/school-camps-during-coronavirus
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/travel-covidsafe-summer


 From 5:59pm on 11 January 2021, there is a requirement to apply for a permit to enter Victoria 

from any location in Australia – this includes Victorians who are returning from interstate travel; 

The Victorian travel permit system is based on a traffic light system, which allows for areas across 

Australia to be designated as green, orange or red according to their coronavirus (COVID-19) risk, in 

line with public health advice.  

 Schools should reconsider travel plans to locations currently listed as a red zone or orange zone: 

o if at the time of travel, a location is listed as a red zone, staff and students should not travel 

to this location; 

o if at the time of travel, a location is listed as an orange zone, staff and students should 

reconsider travel. 

 Schools should also work closely with their community and insurer when determining the 

appropriateness of interstate travel during 2021, considering uncertainty of local epidemiology, 

the health and wellbeing of staff and students, risk of financial loss (see further advice in 

‘Insurance’ below). 

 

9. Overseas travel 

 On 25 March 2020 the Department of Home Affairs imposed a ban on Australians travelling 

overseas. Many other countries have also closed their borders to overseas travellers. Victorian 

schools should not make overseas travel plans and should anticipate the overseas travel ban to be 

in place for some time. 

 

10. Mobile Phone Policy 

 All students are reminded of the school’s Mobile Phone Policy, which states that all students MUST 

place their phones in their lockers prior to the beginning of Lesson One, and may only access them 

at the end of Lesson Five prior to going home. 

 

Congratulations everyone on a great start to 2021. Let’s keep all of these expectations in mind, and 

each do our best with social distancing and mask wearing, without having to be reminded. If the first 

full week of student attendance is any guide, we are off to a TERRIFIC START! 

 

Peter Corkill 

Principal 

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/victorian-travel-permit-system

