
JMSS Update To Community re Covid19 2021 T1-05 – We’re Back! 

 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS Community 

OK it’s ‘Game On’ again! The Year 12 Camp is going ahead, albeit with a shorter program, and Year 10 and 

11 classes will resume on Thursday…AND…Maths Immersion Day on Friday has been saved!!! 

This came late today, Wednesday, as part of the Department of Education and Training’s daily briefing: 

School camps 
From 11.59pm on Wednesday 17 February, school camps, including to remote campuses, are permitted to 

resume across Victoria for all schools. There are no restrictions on travel between metropolitan Melbourne and 

regional Victoria. 

So we’re GOOD TO GO! Our animal friendsalso  have varied views on the return, of course…..…. 

  

Told ya! Never in doubt!!!  You mean we’re going back? I was just getting to sleep! 

I hope everyone has survived the sudden lockdown well and I am sure you will all be buoyed by the 

imminent return to school. It is clear we are still living in times of uncertainty, but hopefully with the 

vaccines now in Australia we will soon living the much touted ‘new normal’. 

I would like to begin by congratulating all members of the community for rising to the challenges posed by 

the sudden lockdown called last Friday. The way students and staff new to the school absorbed the 

instructions about how to use Webex on Friday afternoon, and how teachers reoriented their programs to 

enable this to happen, was nothing short of amazing. I would like to thank all of our staff for working so 

hard to make sure this short period of online learning went well, and all of our students who entered our 

new three-day program so enthusiastically. No-one can predict if or when we will need to do this again, 

but if we do, we know that our online system stacks up really well, and our students can keep learning 

effectively despite the challenges of being offsite. 

Any students with ongoing internet issues should make this known to eServices, so that in the event of 

another lockdown, we can have plans in place to help, even if that means you coming in to school for your 

online lessons. 

Moving Forward 

One thing the last week should have taught us all is to not take anything for granted, and to remain 

vigilant. Therefore, it is as important as ever that each and every member of our community takes 

responsibility for their own safety and that of others in our community. That means: 

 Wearing masks inside JMSS at all times, unless you are teaching a class or making a presentation; 

 Ensuring that physical distancing is maintained as much as is possible; 



 You sanitise your hands on entry to and departure from the main building, and wash your hands 

thoroughly after using the toilets or after handing any shared equipment, such as sporting 

equipment. 

The Year 12 Camp 

The revised two-day program has been shared with all Year 12 students, and has retained the very best 
elements of the camp – it will still provide a memorable experience for all of our Year 12 students. 
There are a few key aspects of the revised plan that we need to bring to the attention of all Year 12s: 
 

 The departure from school will be at 8AM SHARP on Thursday 18th February. PLEASE BE ON TIME. 
You MUST be at school by 7.45am AT THE LATEST. Roll marking will take place on the Ground Floor 
of JMSS. This is critically important if everyone is to get the most out of the revised program; 

 Please Bring Your Own Lunch on Thursday 18th February. It will not be possible for Camp staff to 
have a meal ready by then, since local facilities will only open that morning. However, don’t worry! 
Normal meals (and yes, the food there is sensational!) will resume by Thursday evening; 

 You will return to school on 19th February by 6pm. Parents should be waiting for you on the 
Monash campus within walking distance of JMSS by 6pm. 

 Mr Anderson has shared the full Camp Program and the Cabin lists with you all today. 
 

VERY IMPORTANT REQUEST – Please be aware that around 200 cars collecting 220 students from the 
same crowded location in front of JMSS promises to be a challenge for everyone. So please nominate a 
pick-up point nearby on the campus and wait in your car for your son or daughter there. Otherwise the 
area around JMSS may not even allow the buses to drive in. I am sure you can communicate your 
whereabouts to your son or daughter easily enough by phone. 

 

Years 10 and 11 Students 

 Normal classes will resume onsite for all JMSS Year 10 and 11 students at 8:40am on Thursday; 

 Maths Immersion Day will run as planned on Friday. This involves all Year 10 and 11 students who 

will work in teams solving problems and mysteries with Monash’s celebrity Mathematician Dr. 

Burkard Polster. We are always so grateful to Burkard for working his magic on the day each year.  

 

Tutoring Program for Students 

A reminder to everyone that the Government-initiated Tutor Learning Initiative will begin at JMSS next 

week for nominated Years 11 and 12 students. We have several students whose academic progress was 

impacted by the pandemic last year, in certain subjects, as suggested by achievement data collected last 

year and early this year. Consequently, we have organised weekly sessions in English, Mathematics and 

Chemistry for these students. These sessions will involve one of our staff members working with a small 

group of three or four students, giving them targeted and personalised assistance in areas of the 

curriculum which have caused them problems. The initiative only runs in Semester One at this stage. 

 

Parents of nominated students will receive a letter soon explaining how the program will work. I 

enthusiastically recommend the program to those parents and their son or daughter. It is a once-in-a-

lifetime opportunity for them to participate in a personalised program designed to bring them back up to 

speed in one or even more of these studies. I am certain they will benefit enormously. The program is 

available in ALL government schools. 

 

My best wishes to everyone for a great end to the week, and a productive return to onsite learning for 

everyone starting on Thursday, and continuing for the rest of the year. 

 

Peter Corkill, Principal 


