
JMSS Update To Community re Covid19 2021 T1-07 – Moving Onwards! 

 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS Community 

I trust this finds you all well. ‘Touch Wood’, we seem to be settling into something of a more reliable 

routine, since the whole-state lockdown a few weeks ago. ‘The ‘Meet the Mentor’ nights went well last 

week, I greatly enjoyed meeting many of you. Your sons and daughters have done a mighty job to date, 

even handling a short lockdown JMSS-style so well. Let’s hope we don’t get any more reasons to practise! 

Whilst Friday’s whole-school assembly was still online, most of the rest of the school program is continuing 

well onsite. 

It is also pleasing that Monash too is showing renewed signs of life on campus. The area around the 

Campus Centre is busy with many first-year students on campus, and as time passes, we hope to see some 

of the older students returning too. Monash will be aware of the huge impact Covid19 had on the 2020 

first-year cohort, most of whom did not manage to get to classes onsite at all. We are still waiting for news 

on the libraries and study centres and whether or not JMSS students and staff will be able to access these, 

as they have in the past. 

The Wearing of Masks at School 

The wearing of masks is no longer compulsory in school settings, both inside and outside. However, it is 

still recommended when social distancing cannot be guaranteed. Many students are continuing to wear 

masks onsite at JMSS, both inside and outside the building, so it appears that everyone is making a 

deliberate decision on the matter which is fine. This is certainly welcome at recess and lunchtimes when 

students are gathering to touch base, purchase food and then move outside. Further reminders: 

 Students MUST wear a mask at all times when using public transport; 

 Students should ensure that physical distancing is maintained as much as is possible when inside 

JMSS; 

 Students should continue to sanitise their hands on entry to and departure from the main building, 

and wash them thoroughly after using the toilets or after handing any shared equipment, such as 

sporting equipment. 

Tutoring Learning Initiative (TLI Program) 

 I am pleased to inform parents that the State Government-initiated Tutor Learning Initiative (TLI 

program) has begun in earnest at JMSS for students in both Years 11 and 12 whose performance 

was impacted negatively by not being able to work at school during the 2020 lockdowns. The school 

has organised weekly sessions in English, Mathematics and Chemistry for small groups of students, 

and all appears to be going well so far; 

 The TLI program will be offered to selected Year 10 students and we hope to begin in tutorial 

groups in English and Mathematics by the start of next week. We are currently putting the data 

collected from various assessments together and will form the necessary groups and inform 

parents and students as soon as we can; 

 As you are aware the Tutor Learning Initiative enables schools across Victoria to work with small 

groups of students in support of their learning. The initiative is consistent with Australian and 

international evidence, which shows that small group tutoring is one of the most effective 

educational interventions available to support students to progress; 

 The coordinator appointed for this program is Mr Greg Sargent (greg.sargent@jmss.vic.edu.au). If 

there are any queries from parents of students who are in this program, please contact either Mr 

Greg Sargent or Mrs Cheah-Johnson (Assistant Principal). 

 

 



Parent – Teacher Interviews this term 

The school will be conducting Parent Teacher interviews this term. The format is as follows:  

 Interviews will take place on only one day, Thursday March 25th; 

 Interviews will all be ONLINE, VIA WEBEX; 

 Interviews will be of 5 minutes’ duration, with a one-minute changeover time; 

 Interviews will take place over three sessions: 12:30pm - 3pm, 3:20pm - 5:20pm, 6pm - 8pm; 

 Parents will be able to book interviews from Wednesday this week, using the Compass portal as 
usual; 

 Mrs Cheah-Johnson is also available for a virtual meeting during the upcoming Parent-Teacher 
Conferences for any parents wishing to discuss the progress of their son or daughter who is 
involved in the Tutor Learning Initiative (TLI). Please make your bookings online as for the normal 
parent teacher interviews. 

I trust these arrangements will suit you all. Our experience last year of online interviews was hugely 

positive, for parents as well as for teachers. We hope parents will enjoy not having to drive all the way to 

school for this event, avoiding waiting in line if and when interviews go over time, and having some agency 

around how you can organise your time around the teachers’ availability. 

 

Have a great week, let’s hope as time passes we will settle into a ‘post-Covid normal’ we can rely on. 

 

Peter Corkill 

Principal 

 


