
JMSS Update To Community re Covid19 2021 T2-02 – ‘Keeping the Pressure On!’ 
 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS Community 

Term Two is well underway, and JMSS seems to be settling into a good routine, much more akin to what 

we were used to prior to the travails of 2020. Some of the school’s major calendar events have run 

successfully so far this term, either delivered ‘live’ or pre-recorded and broadcast from our studio. The 

recent Information Night drew a very large audience despite being online, and it continues to be accessed 

by members of the wider community who are interested in accessing a place in either Year 10 or Year 11 

next year.  

We were very pleased to be able to deliver a ‘live format’ for our annual Harmony Day. It was again 

wonderful to see so many of our students proudly wearing traditional dress and presenting music and 

dancing unique to their cultures of origin. The speakers also reinforced the importance of such a day in our 

annual calendar. It is an annual timely reminder of the vital importance of ‘Learning To Live Together’ both 

at JMSS and everywhere else. Cultural understanding and respect are important platforms on which the 

ethos of JMSS is built. 

The Wearing of Masks on Public Transport – Keeping the Pressure on Covid! 

Whilst the wearing of masks is no longer compulsory in school settings, both inside and outside, it is still 

recommended when social distancing cannot be guaranteed. Many students are continuing to wear masks 

onsite at JMSS, both inside and outside the building, so it appears that everyone is making a deliberate 

decision on the matter which is fine. This is certainly welcome at recess and lunchtimes when students are 

gathering to touch base, purchase food and then move outside. However, we have had some recent 

complaints from members of the public about several of our students choosing not to wear a mask on 

public transport. 

I would like your support to reinforce the following at home with our students: 

 All members of the public MUST wear a mask at all times when using public transport; 

 There has been NO government relaxation of these instructions, despite many members of the 

public now choosing NOT to follow this instruction. This has certainly not helped us reinforce this 

with our own students, but nonetheless the directive is still in place; 

 Students in school uniform choosing NOT to follow the directions issued by the state’s Chief 

Medical Officer reflect poorly on the school they represent. I am pleased that the members of 

public who have contacted the school DO in fact expect better from JMSS students, and understand 

that our school WOULD like to know that we are collectively slipping up in this case; 

 PLEASE help us by reinforcing this expectation with your sons and daughters at home, and we will 

continue to do so at school. 

Tutoring Learning Initiative (TLI Program) 

The weekly sessions in English, Mathematics and Chemistry will continue throughout term two for small 

groups of students in Years 11 and 12, and in English and Mathematics for small groups of selected Year 10 

students. To date the program seems to be going very well, so well in fact that DET has expressed interest 

in writing up our program as a Case Study which others could learn from. 

Mental Health Practitioner (MHP Program) 

Another of the Department of Education and Training’s programs designed to redress the negative impact 

of Covid19 on students and staff is the MHP program. JMSS has been allocated to the second phase of this 

program and has been funded to employ a Mental Health Practitioner for the second half of 2021 and 

beyond. We are currently in the process of making another significant appointment to add to the highly 

successful group working under Sally Cheah-Johnston’s leadership. 



Regional Exchange Program 

This is another of our special programs which we have welcomed back with open arms this term. Once 

again our grateful thanks go to those JMSS students and their families who have generously opened up 

their homes to host one or more of the 18 Year 10 students who have come from 10 regional secondary 

colleges. These students are now about to begin their last week at JMSS before returning to their home 

schools. 

This program has given hundreds of students the opportunity to explore science concepts they may 

otherwise not have the opportunity to, to visit Monash University and learn about their courses and the 

opportunities available to students, and to connect with JMSS students and teachers who are able to 

expose them to ideas and opportunities in science they otherwise may not have had the chance to. 

We will be running two more such programs this year. If any of our families would like to host one of these 

students in either of these exchanges, we would love to hear from you. Please email Erin Hayley at school 

(erin.hayley@jmss.vic.edu.au) or phone her on 9905 8062. 

Accessing Monash Facilities by JMSS Students 

Students should note the following arrangements, protocols and expectations when accessing Monash 

facilities this term: 

 QR codes are in place everywhere, and access to the campus centre and to study spaces will require 

students to use this code to log their information in order to gain entry; 

 Masks MUST be worn in the Campus Centre and in the Convenience Store. They are NOT required 
elsewhere; 

 The Learning and Teaching Building AND the Woodside Building are BOTH available for use by JMSS 
students for private or group study before or after school. Students who choose to access either of 
these buildings must observe the 1.5 metre social distancing requirement. Access will be via QR 
code. You do NOT need to wear masks in these buildings. Please be aware the times of opening for 
both are from 8am until midnight from Monday to Friday, and from 8am until 5pm on Saturday and 
Sunday; 

 We have asked Monash to clarify the situation regarding the use of Monash libraries out of school 
hours by JMSS students and they will get back to us soon. Again entry will be via QR codes. 

Peter Corkill 

Principal 

 

 


