
JMSS Update To Community re Covid19 2021 T2-03 

A Timely Reminder – We’re Not There Yet! 

 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS Community 

Just when we thought things were getting back to normal…………………………… 

You will all have heard by now that some restrictions have been reimposed due to the recent Covid19 

outbreak in Epping, in Melbourne’s north. The good news is that there is no resumption of any temporary 

lockdowns. However, Melbourne is now on notice to do as much as it can to reduce the likelihood of any 

further potential spread of the virus. To that end, we will see the resumption of masks onsite for everyone 

at JMSS, the most tangible reminder to us all that 2020 was indeed a very different year. And this time the 

direction is unambiguous – we all need to comply until at least the end of next week, Friday 4th June. This 

also applies when using public transport. 

I have also attached a letter all Principals have been asked to send to their school communities. 

The Wearing of Masks Resumes – onsite at JMSS, and on Public Transport 

All students and staff should note that the above directive is the most tangible change which is to be in 
place in schools from tomorrow morning, Wednesday 26th May. From tomorrow, Tuesday 25th May 2021, 
face masks will be a mandatory requirement applying to everyone aged 12 years and older, inclusive of 
staff, students and visitors, in all secondary schools in Melbourne. 

Members of staff are to supply their own mask, however some masks will be available at reception for staff 
members or students in cases where they are forgotten or misplaced. 

I have also recently emphasised the importance of wearing masks on public transport, despite many 

members of the public choosing not to over recent weeks. This period of complacency ends tomorrow. 

Masks are now compulsory on public transport, and the potential of a $200 fine exists for anyone who 

does not comply. 

Further Advice for JMSS Staff and Students 

I have included below the latest advice that we have to date. In regards to whether a school event is 

classified as a public event and hence limited to 30 people, or exempt from that directive, we are seeking 

further advice. We will let everyone know the outcome as soon as possible. In any case we can be most 

thankful that the Science Exhibition Night last week was able to go ahead unhindered. We may have to 

make some adjustments to planned events in the near future. 

The following will apply from tomorrow, Wednesday 26th May: 

 As of 6.00pm Tuesday 25 May 2021, additional COVIDSafe measures will be put in place across 
Greater Melbourne as an important extra precaution while awaiting testing and contact tracing 
results for the current outbreak in Epping, to Melbourne’s north. These changes will be effective 
until 4th June; 

 Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, decisions on the operation of Victorian education settings 
have been made on the advice of the Victorian Chief Health Officer; 

 The COVIDSafe settings are subject to change at very short notice. Any new directions to help 
prevent the spread of COVID-19 may include changes that impact our schools. Should this occur, 
schools will be provided with updated information as soon as possible; 

 With COVIDSafe plans in place, schools remain safe places for staff and students; 

 The Department of Education and Training is not expecting any other changes to be made with 
regards to current workplaces; 

 Schools, Early Childhood, and Higher Education settings and workplaces will remain open with the 
current restrictions that are in place; 

 There are no changes to existing density limits in schools; 



 Students and staff who live in Greater Melbourne but attend an education facility in Regional 
Victoria will need to follow the mask requirements for Greater Melbourne; 

 Similarly, students and staff who live in Regional Victoria but attend a school in Greater Melbourne 
will also need to comply with mask requirements for Greater Melbourne; 

 The DET is currently confirming with DHHS if additional restrictions will apply to camps and 
excursions, working on the assumption that they can proceed with mask requirements where 
indicated – we will update everyone once this becomes clear; 

 In the event that a JMSS student is required to isolate or undertake home-based quarantine, they 
will be provided materials to continue their learning remotely, until such time that they are 
permitted to return to school. 

 Private gatherings in the home will be limited to five visitors per day, public gatherings will be 
limited to 30 people and face masks will need to be worn indoors, unless an exemption applies. 
 

The Employee Guide and School Operations Guide are currently being updated. Should there be any other 

changes to these directives made in the next few days we will advise you as soon as we are able.  

Advice from Dr Vicki Ashton,Chief Medical Officer, Monash University 

Monash University is keen to advise that it remains open for work, study, and registered events, with 

the following measures in place from Wednesday 26th May: 

 Masks will need to be worn indoors, including in teaching and learning spaces, unless an exemption 
applies. Teachers and education support staff are not required to wear face masks while teaching, 
but can if they wish to do so. Students can remove their mask for presentation purposes; 

 Public gatherings will be limited to 30 people (excluding graduations and final assessments/exams, 
and other registered University-community events for staff, students and alumni – more 
information coming); 

 These measures have been implemented to assist in keeping our community safe as public health 
officials undertake contract tracing to find the source of the recent positive COVID-19 cases in 
Victoria. Anyone who has visited a public exposure site must get tested immediately and follow the 
specific health advice; 

 To keep the Monash community healthy and safe, all staff and students are required to swipe into 
all buildings using their Monash ID, or scan the QR code. Monash has implemented the Victorian 
Government’s QR Code Service to assist contact tracers in containing a COVID-19 outbreak; 

 Schools and workplaces will remain open with the current restrictions that are in place. In line with 
government advice, density quotients do not apply in teaching and learning spaces; however, a 
density quotient of one person per two square metres will continue to apply in publicly-accessible 
spaces such as lobbies and reception areas. There are no changes to existing density rules for 
restaurants, cafes and Monash Sport;  

Graduations, final assessments, and registered events 

 Monash graduations will proceed as planned on Wednesday and Thursday, 26 and 27 May, in line 

with new COVIDSafe measures. We are notifying graduands, and will update them if there are 

further event changes due to government restrictions; 

 For registered University-community events, attendees must wear masks if the event is held 

indoors. Event organisers must also remind attendees that if they have visited a public exposure 

site, they must get tested immediately and follow the specific health advice; 

 Currently, final assessments will still take place from 7 to 25 June, and will remain both on-campus 

and off-campus. We’ll continue to monitor the situation closely, and will update the community 

closer to the commencement of final assessments. 



Health, safety and wellbeing 

Please remember that if you are unwell you must stay home. While on campus it’s essential to 

continue following basic hygiene rules to prevent further spread: 

 Cover your mouth when you cough or sneeze (with a flexed elbow or tissue, not your hand); 

 Wash your hands often; 

 Avoid touching your face and mouth after touching surfaces. 

Monash has increased cleaning on all campuses and sites, including wiping down high-touch surfaces in all 

common areas. All areas have been provided additional cleaning materials to allow staff and students to 

wipe down their furniture and equipment before and after work/study. 

JMSS Student Use of Monash Facilities 

JMSS students should note the following arrangements, protocols and expectations continue to be in place 

when accessing Monash facilities: 

 QR codes are in place everywhere, and access to the campus centre and to study spaces will require 

students to use this code to log their information in order to gain entry; 

 Masks MUST be worn in the Campus Centre and in the Convenience Store, and in buildings which 
you use for private study; 

 The Learning and Teaching Building AND the Woodside Building are BOTH available for use by JMSS 
students for private or group study before or after school, as are some of Monash’s libraries. 
Students who choose to access either of these buildings must wear a mask, and observe the 1.5 
metre social distancing requirement. Access will be via QR code. You will need to wear masks in 
these buildings. Please be aware the times of opening for both are from 8am until midnight from 
Monday to Friday, and from 8am until 5pm on Saturday and Sunday. 

Edutest Arrangements for Prospective JMSS students in 2022 

These latest changes have had an impact on previously organised testing dates for prospective students 

wishing to join Year 10 or Year 11 at JMSS in 2022. I include them here in case the information is useful to 

any of you: 

 The arranged assessments for prospective Year 11 students was due to take place at JMSS this 

coming Saturday morning, 22nd May. This event has been postponed and we hope to have a new 

date arranged soon; 

 Advice regarding the Year 10 assessments, due to take place on Saturday 29th May, will be made 

soon and announced on our website, alongside the new Year 11 assessment date.  

We apologies for any inconvenience this may cause, but the matter is simply out of our hands due to new 

public health advice in place for the next 10 days. I will continue to update you all as any changes come to 

hand. In the meantime, please stay safe, and play your part in enabling our school, our campus and our city 

to come through this latest challenge as soon as possible. 

Peter Corkill 

Principal 

 


