
JMSS Update To Community re Covid19 2021 T2-05 – ‘Game On’ Again… 

 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS Community 

I trust this finds you all safe and well. Unfortunately, the short lockdown we have recently experienced has 
not quite achieved the result the State had hoped for, so it has been extended by at least a week. Due to 
its timing, there will be several ways in which this announcement will impact JMSS, and the purpose of this 
Update is to bring you all up to date with what how have decided to move forward from here. 

I have copied for you below the advice for schools from the Department of Education and Training: 

Schools in metropolitan Melbourne 

Based on advice from the Victorian Chief Health Officer, all schools in metropolitan Melbourne will 

continue with remote and flexible learning, at this stage until Thursday 10 June. This includes students who 

reside in regional Victoria but are enrolled in a school in metropolitan Melbourne, with the exception of 

vulnerable children and the children of authorised workers. 

There is one important change to the current settings: 

 Students enrolled in schools in metropolitan Melbourne in Years 11 and 12 and any other students 

enrolled in Unit 3/4 VCE studies or the final year of a VCAL qualification or International 

Baccalaureate (IB) qualification will return to face-to-face learning from and including Friday 4 June. 

 

Therefore, classes for Years 11 and 12 at JMSS will resume onsite at JMSS from Friday this week. Year 10 

classes will continue online. Please note the following for Year 10 students studying a VCE subject: 

 Any Year 10 students who are studying a VCE Unit 1, 2 or a Unit 3, 4 study are welcome to come in 

to JMSS and undertake these classes onsite. Please note that the three classes doing VCE Unit 1, 2 

Mathematical Methods will be undertaking their classes ONLINE for the rest of the lockdown; 

 The remainder of the Year 10 students studying a Unit 1, 2 or a Unit 3, 4 subject can come to school 

at the start of the day, attend their lesson onsite at JMSS, and remain for the whole day and 

undertake the rest of their lessons online from JMSS; 

 If any students live close to the school, they can come to JMSS when this lesson is being held, and 

go home and take the rest of their lessons online. 

The GAT – has been postponed 

The 2021 General Achievement Test (GAT) scheduled for next Wednesday 9 June 2021 will be rescheduled 
to a date to be determined. VCAA expects this to be in coming weeks. 

This decision will support schools and non-school senior secondary providers to fully focus on completing 
coursework and school-based assessments on return to classrooms. The Victorian Curriculum and 
Assessment Authority (VCAA) is currently determining the most appropriate date for the rescheduled 2021 
GAT, and we will keep you updated. 

The JMSS Mid Year Assessment Period 

Students and parents will be aware that our mid-year assessment period is about to begin. I have attached 
the schedule with this Update. It is important that for authentication purposes we are able to hold these 
assessments, for the most part, onsite. However, some considerations in light of the Government’s 
announcements have been made: 

 The exam period will begin on Friday this week; 

 Exams will be held in the Dining Room and the Banquet Room inside the Monash University 
Campus Centre. Some smaller exams will be held at JMSS – please refer to the attached schedule; 



 I have attached the exam schedule to this Update. Students MUST take responsibility for getting to 
JMSS on time. They should be at the school NO LATER THAN ONE HOUR before the 
commencement time of their exam; 

 All students MUST report to JMSS first, leave their bags in the designated spaces in G02/03, and line 
up in subject groupings under staff direction in the west void; 

 Students are then to sign in by signing their name on the class lists posted on the windows in the 
west void, at the Doherty/Blackburn end of the building; 

 All mobile phones, smart watches and other hand-held technological devices MUST be left in your 
bag at JMSS. They should all be secure at school, but if you are concerned about your item’s safety, 
then the best advice is to leave your device at home; 

 Please note the revised arrangements for the original date of the GAT, Wednesday 9th June, as 
follows: 

o Years 11 and 12 students will have the day free of exams to use for private study at home; 
o Year 10 students will have their 2 hour written English exam in the morning, but this exam 

will be done ONLINE FROM HOME; 
o Therefore, no students will be required at school on this day. 

 

Mental Health and Wellbeing 

The mental health and wellbeing of students remains a priority. 

 The Mental Health Toolkit has advice and resources to support student mental health and wellbeing. 
This includes advice on positive mental health promotion, curriculum support, how to identify and 
access support as well as parent and student-specific pages; 

 In addition, the Quick Guide to Student Mental Health and Wellbeing Resources highlights the most 
relevant evidence-based resources for teachers, parents and students; 

Any JMSS students needing extra support should email Mrs Cheah-Johnston or Mr. McCormack for 
assistance. 

The Wearing of Masks Continues onsite at JMSS, and on Public Transport 

All students and staff should note that face masks remain a mandatory requirement applying to everyone 
aged 12 years and older, inclusive of staff, students and visitors, in all secondary schools in Melbourne. 

Any members of staff or students who come onsite during the period of lockdown must wear a mask when 
indoors. Students or staff travelling to school should note that the wearing masks on public transport 
remains compulsory. 

Masks MUST be worn to and from school by students coming to school for exams, and they MUST be worn 

by students undertaking their exam either in Monash University or at JMSS. 

I will continue to update you all as any further changes come to hand or information becomes available. In 

the meantime, please stay safe, stay at home and play your part in enabling our school, our campus and 

our city to come through this latest challenge as soon as possible. 

Peter Corkill 

Principal 


