
JMSS Update To Community re Covid19 2021 T2-09 – Finally Out of the Woods? 
 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS Community 

We find ourselves beginning the final week in what has been a challenging term. Despite regularly having 

to switch between school and home, I have been amazed at the resilience and generosity of spirit of our 

students and our staff. I am sure everyone understands how this pandemic can make a mockery of 

otherwise sound planning, but all of our people have remained resolute, and we are all hopeful that we 

can not only begin to establish some continuity in the two-week break, we can actually relax. 

I would like to focus on a few issues individually, and then conclude with some exciting news about the 

recent incredible achievements of some of our students. 

The Year 11 Reef and Rainforest Trip 

Understandably many of our Year 11 students, as well as the accompanying staff, are all very disappointed 

that the Reef and Rainforest trip has been cancelled due to the pandemic for the second year in a row. Due 

to the considerable number of large-group bookings to travel to this region in the following weeks and 

months, it is simply not possible for Small World Journeys to find other dates to accommodate our group. I 

would like to thank in particular Mr Chisholm and Mrs Vandenburg for all their efforts in planning the trip, 

and doing their very best to keep it very much ‘alive’ for JMSS. However, it was not to be. Had the 

Queensland government not extended the travel ban by an extra week, our group would have been on 

their way this weekend. 

Year 10 Work Experience 

This is to confirm that face to face onsite work experience has been cancelled for June and July. In-line 

with public health advice, all work experience placements in Metropolitan Melbourne have been 

cancelled. Any student who has a placement organised for face to face onsite participation in June or July 

will not be able to go ahead. 

Students who are scheduled to complete their work experience virtually from home can still go ahead. This 

is the only exception to participating in work experience at the moment. 

Students who have a face to face onsite placement scheduled from August onwards may still be able to 

participate in their work placement but this will depend on government advice. The school suggests these 

students do not cancel their placements until further notice. 

As a result of work experience being cancelled all Year 10 students are expected to attend school as 

normal for the week of the 21st - 25th June. This is with the exception of students participating in virtual 

work experience from home. 

Students with a face to face onsite placement scheduled for June and July will need to contact their 

employer and inform them that work experience placements in Metropolitan Melbourne are not currently 

permitted and have been cancelled. Students can either email, go in person or phone the workplace to let 

the employer know. 

Our Careers Co-ordinator Mrs Carter has attached a letter that students can give to their employer which 

explains the cancelation of work experience by the Department of Education and Training. Students may 

want to put their name on the letter so the employer knows it relates to them. Students who have a virtual 

work experience placement you do not have to do this. 

We apologise for any inconvenience this may cause. If any of you wish to discuss this further you can 

contact Mrs carter via email at kirstine.carter@jmss.vic.edu.au. 

 



Recently Announced Changes to Operations by the Department of Education and Training 

The Victorian Government has announced new arrangements for schools in Victoria from and including 

Friday 18 June. Schools in metropolitan Melbourne and regional Victoria will now operate under the 

same settings. 

 

Other Key Changes: 

 Secondary school students aged 12 or older across Victoria must wear face masks indoors at school 

and on public transport, and masks are recommended outdoors at school where physical distancing 

of 1.5m cannot be maintained. 

 Visitors to school grounds must also observe face mask requirements. 

 Camps and overnight stays can take place within Victoria, with no travel restrictions. Multiple 

schools can attend camps providing school groups remain separated and do not share common 

facilities at the same time. 

 Excursions and incursions are permitted throughout Victoria.  

 Indoor and outdoor interschool sport can proceed throughout Victoria, and outdoor and indoor 
contact and non-contact physical activity is permitted. 

 

This Update also seeks to provide you with important information about a new update on the health 

directions under which all schools will be required to operate. 

 

The use of Service Victoria QR codes for electronic record keeping is mandatory for all workplaces to 

enable the effective contact tracing of any COVID-19 cases.  

 

This now includes all education sector workplaces, including schools.  

 

QR codes will be required to be used by: 

 all parents who enter buildings when on the school site 

 all visitors, including contractors, external Department staff and building and maintenance staff 

 

QR code check ins will not be required for staff or students. For all other visitors the following applies: 

 

 All building entry and exit points will now display QR code posters. JMSS has these codes in place at 

the main and rear entrances to the school. 

 If you are required to enter buildings on school grounds, for whatever purpose, you are now 

required to use the provided QR code check-in. 

 If you are not able to check in using a smartphone or tablet, a Kiosk check-in service is available at 

Reception as normal. 

 Using the QR code system does not replace the existing requirement to also sign in at reception (for 

a specific purpose). Thank you for your support and understanding of this important health 

direction. 

I will continue to update you all as any further changes come to hand or information becomes available. In 

the meantime, please stay safe, stay compliant with the current restrictions and medical advice. 

‘Buddy-Up’ at JMSS 

At last Friday’s assembly I suggested to our students that they ‘buddy up’ over the holiday period, with 

each of them choosing two or three people to touch base from time to time with over the holidays. This 

can even include the staff – an email from one of our students just seeing how we’re going means the 

world to members of staff. The idea is for everyone to just ‘check-in’ individually with a small group of 



mates or colleagues, just to see how they are going. It is important we extend a hand of friendship to each 

other at this time, especially to those of us whose break may be ‘quieter’ than that experienced by others, 

and to those who have found recent times to be unsettling, frustrating or demotivating. I am sure all of us 

can make a big difference to a small group of people if we just take a bit of our own time out for others. 

Mental Health and Wellbeing 

The mental health and wellbeing of students remains a priority – see the resources below. Any JMSS 

students needing extra support should email Mrs Cheah-Johnston or Mr. McCormack for help or advice. 

 The Mental Health Toolkit has advice and resources to support student mental health and wellbeing. 
This includes advice on positive mental health promotion, curriculum support, how to identify and 
access support as well as parent and student-specific pages; 

 In addition, the Quick Guide to Student Mental Health and Wellbeing Resources highlights the most 
relevant evidence-based resources for teachers, parents and students; 

International Maths Modelling Success – JMSS and the ‘GOAT’ 

Melbourne’s John Monash Science School will represent Australia in this year’s International Mathematical 

Modelling Challenge (IM2C), after two teams from the school collected the highest honours at national 

judging for their method for selecting a sporting Greatest of All Time (‘GOAT’). The teams each received an 

‘outstanding achievement’ award from the Australian judging panel and will progress to the international 

judging round for 2021. The international results will be announced in July. 

Seventy-three teams from 31 schools submitted reports to the judging panel before submissions closed in 

March 2021. The judges selected 14 ‘national finalists’ that produced reports strong enough for very close 

consideration and, from these, six team reports were given awards. John Monash Science School produced 

the only two teams to win a national OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT award: 

 John Monash Science School, VIC: David Yue, Emily Papastamatopoulos, Thomas Ma and Hita 

Keshav (Year 11), with advisor Shane McLean 

 John Monash Science School, VIC: Ravon Chew and Harmohit Singh (Year 12), with advisor Shane 

McLean 

Sincere congratulations to all of these students, and to their advisor and coach Mr. Shane McLean. It is a 

simply magnificent achievement. 

International Earth Science Olympian 2021 – Jonathan Purcell, Year 12 

The world’s toughest science competitions for teenagers, the UNESCO-sanctioned International Science 

Olympiads, have survived the impact of Covid-19, with 21 Australian students winning selection to 

represent Australia in biology, chemistry, Earth science and physics. 

Local student Jonathan Purcell from John Monash Science School is one of the 21 talented young science 

students selected. Jonathan will compete at the Earth Science Olympiad between August 25 and 30 this 

year. He will compete in the world’s toughest science competitions against more than 1,000 of the 

smartest kids in the world. Sincere congratulations to you Jonathan, a simply superb effort to gain 

selection to represent your country at this very prestigious event. All of us here at JMSS are behind you, 

and of course we are all so proud of you and your achievement in being selected. We wish you every 

success in the exciting times ahead for you and your fellow team members. 

Peter Corkill 

Principal 


