
JMSS Update To Community re Covid19 2021 T3-01 – Welcome Back To Term Three 
 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS Community 

Welcome back to Term Three, to all of our students and staff. After all your hard work, positivity and 

genuine goodwill throughout Term Two, I trust this current time of stability will continue. One only has to 

look through the national papers today to see the massive disruption the latest Covid outbreaks have 

caused across the country, and for once, and at last, things are relatively stable and quiet here in Victoria – 

we of course hope that continues, and that the outbreaks to the north of us come under control as soon as 

possible. 

The purpose of this Update is to bring you all up to speed with the latest easing of restrictions and current 

health advice as it applies to schools, and of course to all students, staff and visitors. 

1 QR codes and record keeping – Staff, Students and Parents 

The use of Service Victoria QR codes for electronic record keeping is now mandatory in all schools to 
enable the effective contact tracing of any COVID-19 cases. This requirement will continue into Term 3 
until further notice. 

QR code check ins are required to be used by: 

 all visitors on school site (including contractors, external Department staff and building and 
maintenance staff) 

 all parents who enter school buildings when on school site 
 

QR code check ins are not required on entry to JMSS in the case of: 

 staff; 

 students; 

 parents who come onto school grounds for drop off or pick up, but do not enter buildings. 

 

Schools can permit parents to enter buildings on-site for student pick up and drop off providing sufficient 

QR code locations can be identified and utilised to ensure parents are able to check in. Where this is not 

possible, parents should not be permitted to enter buildings for pick up and drop off. 

 

QR code use on public transport 

 Students should, where practical, check-in via a QR code service when travelling to and from school 

on public transport; 

 Students are not required to check-in via a QR code service when travelling on private school buses 

or disability transport services, however bus services are required to keep records of students and 

staff (including drivers) accessing these services should this information be required for contact 

tracing. 

QR code use at Monash University 

 Students and staff should be aware that they will be required to check in via the relevant QR code 

when accessing any buildings on the Monash campus. This includes the Campus Centre, libraries 

and other study spaces. 

2 Face masks at schools 

Please see the Department of Health website for the latest face mask requirements as advice may 
change at short notice. 

School staff (primary and secondary) and secondary school students aged 12 or older: 



 are not required to wear a face mask while at school (or when attending an Outside School Hours 

Care (OSHC) program), when interacting exclusively with staff and students from their school; 

 must carry a face mask at all times, unless a lawful exception applies; 

 should wear a face mask indoors when interacting with external visitors, including parents/carers 

and staff/students from other schools. 

School staff (primary and secondary) who work in largely public-facing roles, e.g. reception staff, must 

wear a face mask indoors at all times.  

 

 Face masks are mandatory for all school staff and school students aged 12 or older on public 

transport and when in taxis or ride share vehicles. This includes travelling to and from school on 

public transport or in a vehicle with others not from your household. School staff and students 

must also abide by the face mask requirements of other public venues; 

 Visitors and parents must observe indoor face mask requirements. Face masks continue to be 

recommended outdoors when 1.5m physical distancing cannot be maintained; 

 A face mask must cover the nose and mouth. Face shields, scarves or bandanas do not meet these 

requirements. 

 

Face masks during school sport 

 Where required, students can remove face masks when engaged in any strenuous exercise; 

 Schools are strongly encouraged to maximise the use of outdoor environments for school sport and 

physical activity, particularly during periods of community transmission. 

3 Physical education, Sport and Music 

 Outdoor and indoor contact and non-contact physical activity is permitted; 

 Where using an external sporting facility, density limits do not apply where there is exclusive use of 

the venue by single schools, however schools should continue to apply COVIDSafe principles to 

decision making, including avoiding interactions in closed spaces and physical distancing where 

practicable. 

Interschool sport: 

 Indoor and outdoor interschool sport is permitted but is limited to the minimum number of people 
required to participate in and facilitate the activity and is subject to venue capacity limits. 

Singing, brass, woodwind classes and groups: 

 Singing and playing wind and brass instruments can occur if Department of Health 
recommendations to reduce transmission risk are followed. Recommendations include moving 
outdoors, increasing ventilation, physical distancing of 2 metres between performers and 5 metres 
between performers and the audience, reducing the number of people, or reducing the length of 
time an activity is conducted. Further advice on ways to reduce risk can be found in DH guidance: 
COVID-19 transmission from air-circulating, wind-blowing devices and activities. 

4 Larger Gatherings at School 

 Assemblies and large gatherings - Year level or whole school assemblies can resume, noting density 
limits should be applied when there are external guests in attendance. Density limits do not apply 
to school gatherings attended only by staff and students from a single school.  

 Professional development and staff meetings – Can recommence providing relevant density limits 

and COVIDSafe measures are applied.  



5 Outstanding Achievement by JMSS Students 

We proudly announce to our community that Harmohit Singh and Ravon Chew have come third 

internationally; receiving the award of meritorious achievement, in the International Mathematics 

Modelling Challenge. This is the highest achievement for JMSS in its short history, following on from the 

'Honourable Mention' (~Top 45) awarded to the 2017 team. 

These students, as well as their colleagues Thomas Ma, Hita Keshav, Emily Papastamatopulos and David 

Yue, who also entered the challenge, are among the highest contributors to science competition and 

student research at recent times at JMSS. Their passion for challenge and their thirst for knowledge is 

nothing short of inspiring. 

Congratulations also to the team manager Mr. Shane McLean, whose words put this achievement into 

some perspective: To achieve these results at an international level is something all of you should be 

immensely proud of. Take time to reflect on this competition and enjoy the sense of accomplishment. 

You have all demonstrated tremendous teamwork and focus in your submissions. Let this be the impetus 

for future collaboration and success. 

The winners and runners-up were from Hong Kong and Singapore, both being teams of four against JMSS’s 

final team of two. Unfortunately, the international awards ceremony most likely will not be held onsite due 

to the Covid19 pandemic. However, the IMMC may provide funds to ACER to hold a local awards ceremony 

here which would be welcome.  

6 Regional Exchange 2 

Sincere thanks to those JMSS students and families who have agreed to host the 13 students coming to us 

in Week 2 of this term from Regional Victoria. These students will be joining classes as well as experiencing 

some of what Monash and the Tech School have to offer during their three week stay. Please make them 

all welcome, and a special thanks to staff members Erin Hayley and Fiona Bui for all their work in putting 

this wonderful program together for these young people. 

Peter Corkill 

Principal 

 


