
JMSS Update To Community re Covid19 2021 T3-01 – Whoops! 
 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS Community 

Sadly, I had to announce the likelihood of another lockdown at the end of today’s classes, on the school’s 

PA system. This was initially rumoured to be for three days. Later in the afternoon, the Premier of Victoria 

announced the lockdown would extend to five days. Hopefully all of our students took the advice on board 

and took their laptops and other necessities home for the next period of time. 

The purpose of this Update is to bring you all up to speed with the latest announcement and the resulting 

implications for members of our community. 

Statement from the Premier 

Victoria will enter a five-day statewide lockdown in response to a growing coronavirus outbreak in 
Melbourne as the addition of three outlets in Chadstone shopping centre helped push the number of 
official exposure sites past 100. 

It is the state’s second lockdown in seven weeks and the fifth since the coronavirus pandemic began and 
comes as the state recorded an additional two new cases of coronavirus, taking the total number of cases 
linked to the new outbreaks to 18. 

Under the fifth lockdown rules, people will be only allowed to leave home for five reasons: 

 You can leave home to get food and supplies 

 Exercise for up to two hours no more than 5km from your home 

 You can leave home for care or caregiving 

 You can leave home for work or education if you can't do it from home 

 You can leave home to get vaccinated 

“Essentially there are those five reasons to leave for reasons from last year plus going and getting your jab 
and being vaccinated as part of the Commonwealth government’s program,” Mr Andrews said 

“[There’s] no need to panic buying [or] any of that, we’ve proven that there’s no need to do that, … you 
can go and exercise, all the usual things that have applied over time. They have worked before, they will 
work again, they’ve worked against different [strains] of this virus most recently, it’s worked against Delta, 
and they will work this time. 

“If we all invest in this. If we all accept this it’s not where we want it to be and it’s not easy, but it’s 
essential. Otherwise, we’ll be five weeks or five months, and I’m just not prepared to wait for the sake of 
convenience.” The full list of restrictions, together with the Premier’s statement, are also attached to this 
mailout. 

1 Implications for Staff and Students at JMSS 

The following implications for students and staff at JMSS will be enacted from Friday July 16th: 

 All JMSS Years 10, 11 and 12 classes will undertake online learning in all subjects from Friday July 
16th, until Tuesday July 20th; 

 Any students with poor internet connection must first email the help desk at JMSS for assistance. 
The help desk can be accessed at helpdesk@jmss.vic.edu.au. If any student is unable to work from 
home, they may work at school, but MUST please Assistant Principal Mrs. Sally Cheah-Johnston at 
sally.cheah-johnson@jmss.vic.edu.au, to discuss your situation first before coming to school; 

 Most teachers should work from home if they can. If circumstances are such they need to work at 
school, they may. If this is the case, please ring or email the one of the Principal Class Officers at 
school to discuss your situation; 

 Support staff may be rostered to work onsite at JMSS during the period of lockdown. These 
members of staff should consult with their managers in deciding their times both on and offsite; 



 Any members of staff who come to school should sign in using the QR code provided, wear a mask 
when inside the building, and follow the usual Covid protocols regarding social distancing; 

 Students and staff should be aware that they will be required to check in via the relevant QR code 

when accessing any buildings on the Monash campus. This includes the Campus Centre, libraries 

and other study spaces. Food and beverage retailers will remain open for takeaway only; 

 Masks must be worn inside JMSS, on the Monash campus and inside Monash buildings such as the 

Campus Centre and libraries. 

2 Impact on Key Events at JMSS 

 The planned entrance test for prospective new Year 11 students for entry into JMSS in 2022 on 

Saturday morning, July 17th, has been POSTPONED; 

 The planned Welcome Lunch for the students and their families involved in JMSS’s second Regional 

Exchange on Sunday July 18th has been POSTPONED. We hope to be able to run this Exchange in a 

few weeks’ time, when it is safe and permitted to do so; 

 The planned Information Night on Tuesday evening, July 20th, for Year 11 students entering Year 12 

in 2022, has been postponed to a date to be advised; 

 The Careers Expo planned at JMSS for Tuesday July 20th, unfortunately has had to be cancelled. Our 

Pathways Co-ordinator Mrs. Kirstine Carter will notify the impacted students shortly and encourage 

them to attend or participate in the various onsite or virtual Educational Institution Open Days. A 

list of Open days is on compass for students and their families to access. 

3 Good Luck to JMSS Students Involved in Significant Events 

 JMSS students, Harmohit Singh, Ravon Chew, Thomas Ma, Emily Papastamatopulos and David Yue, 

are representing JMSS in the International Youth Physics Tournament this coming weekend. 

Despite the impact of the lockdown, they will be representing Australia in this most prestigious and 

challenging tournament. We sincerely congratulate them on their efforts to date, and wish them, 

and their teacher guide Mr. Alex Gavrilescu, all the very best for the challenge ahead; 

 This weekend also sees the 17th International Students Science Fair being held in Beijing, China. The 

event will be held online from Friday July 16th until Monday July 19th. I would like to wish JMSS Year 

11 student representatives Hita Keshav and Rupert Troedel all the very best for the event. Head of 

Science, Dr. Mel Denney, and I will both be attending. This event is being hosted by Beihang 

Experimental School in Beijing China, and will be attended by schools who are either members of 

the International Science Schools Network, or invited by the hosts to attend. JMSS is currently the 

Chair of this organisation. Despite the late nights looming, Mel and I, as well as Rupert and Hita, are 

looking forward to what should be an exceptional event. 

Peter Corkill 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


