
JMSS Update To Community re Covid19 2021 T3-03 – Lockdown Extension 
 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS Community 

I hope this finds you all coping well doing your very best to help your family and friends get through these 

times as best they can. As you will be aware, the Victorian Premier has announced an extension of the 

current lockdown for another week, finishing at 11:59pm, on Tuesday 27th July. The purpose of this Update 

is to bring you all up to speed with the latest announcement and the resulting implications for members of 

our community. 

Statement from the Department of Education and Training 

The Victorian Government announced today that the current restrictions for Victoria will remain in place 

until 11.59pm on Tuesday 27 July. Therefore, all students will continue to learn from home, except for 

students in the following categories: 

1. Students where both parents and/or carers are considered authorised workers who cannot work 
from home, work for an essential provider and where no other supervision arrangements can be 
made. This usually applies to primary and lower secondary-aged children  

 Where there are two parents/carers, both must be authorised workers, working outside the home 
in order for their children to be eligible for on-site provision. 

 For single parents/carers, the authorised worker must be working outside the home in order for 
their children to be eligible for on-site provision. 

2. Children experiencing vulnerability, because they cannot learn from home or are finding it too 
difficult, and/or informs the school the student is vulnerable due to family stress. 

JMSS will also provide a place to attend online lessons for any students who for whatever reason have no 

access to internet, or poor internet access, do not have a quiet place to study at home, or in some cases 

might need to be at school to reduce anxiety or avoid distraction. Please note: 

 Students with internet or computer issues should contact the eServices helpdesk via email: 

helpdesk@jmss.vic.edu.au, for advice first; 

 In the circumstances outlined above, students should contact either Assistant Principal Mrs Cheah-

Johnston or Mr. Chisholm to advise them they need to come to school. The Assistant Principal will 

allocate you a place to study and attend online classes when you come in. All students coming to 

school must sign in and out, wear a mask at all times, sanitise on entry and departure, and observe 

any other Covid guidelines. 

 

Overall this means there will be no further change to the current settings for school operations as outlined 

by DET one week ago. 

Events impacted at JMSS over the next while 

Unfortunately the school has had to make further changes to these previously scheduled events: 

 The Edutest entry examination for entry into Year 10 in 2022 will still be held on the morning of 

Saturday 24th July, but it will move to an online format. Edutest will contact all applicants regarding 

the new arrangements; 

 This week’s assembly on Friday will now be held totally online, with student and staff speakers able 

to come into the studio at school to present their items; 

 Course counselling for students moving from Year 11 in 2021 into Year 12 in 2022 will now take 

place at JMSS on Monday 2nd August and Tuesday August 3rd; 
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 The Information Night for students moving from Year 10 in 2021 into Year 11 in 2022 will be held in 

the evening of Tuesday August 3rd; 

 Course counselling for students moving from Year 10 in 2021 into Year 11 in 2022 will now take 

place at JMSS on Tuesday August 10th, and Thursday August 12th; 

 Please note there is NO word yet on any change to the date for the GAT (we assume it will remain 

as it is), or the 2020 VCE Premiers Awards, scheduled for Tuesday 27th July. We assume this will 

change or sadly have to be cancelled. 

On a Brighter Note – congratulations to these JMSS students 

Over the weekend we had two teams of students involved in different competitions, with both excelling in 

their respective events: 

 The 17th International Students Science Fair (ISSF) was held online between Friday 16th July and 

Monday 19th July. It was hosted by Beihang Experimental School in Beijing, China, with the 

attendance times translating to 6pm until 11pm for the JMSS participants – Year 11 students Hita 

Keshav and Rupert Troedel, teacher representative Dr. Mel Denney, and myself as Principal 

representative. Despite the misfortune of not being able to visit Beijing, one of the most historically 

and culturally significant, and certainly fascinating, cities on the planet, we all enjoyed an amazing 

time and several wonderful opportunities. Hita and Rupert won the ‘Best Chemistry/Physics Oral 

Presentation’ at the event, simply an outstanding achievement and a well-deserved reward for all 

their hard work. Mel and I both watched their presentation, and one of the judges was simply 

floored by the level of understanding they showed in answer to his searching questions. He was 

quite amazed at the level of the work. We are so proud of both of you – well done! I was able to 

attend and chair the three major ISSN (International Science Schools Network) Principals meetings, 

all significant events as we seek to reconnect our schools and move into a far more productive and 

optimistic time post-Covid. It is indeed a unique network of schools across the globe. Mel was able 

to attend all of the poster sessions and contribute to the teacher sharing sessions, always a 

wonderful sharing of ideas and building of a collaborative network of teachers; 

 Finally, a team of five senior JMSS students represented Australia in the International Young 

Physicists Tournament (IYPT) event over the weekend. Captain Mishko Novomestsky, and 

colleagues Mohit Singh, Emily Papastamatopoulos, Chaquen Beliakov and Ravon Chew certainly did 

Australia proud. The event comprised 5 separate competitions over three nights, involving schools 

representing Brazil, Canada, China, Germany, India, Korea, Macao, New Zealand, Poland, Singapore, 

Sweden and Thailand. The competition ran over four late nights from Friday to Monday. A separate 

article about this event accompanies this mailout. Their achievement of second place in Challenge 1 

is the best effort by an Australian team to date. A super effort indeed by this team. And finally a 

huge thank you to teachers Alex Gavrilescu and Peter Rossiter for their preparation of the team and 

help over the final, and also to Peter Charalambous and Deirdre Robertson who also gave up their 

weekends to supervise the students when they were competing. 

Please look after yourselves and each other, I warmly look forward to being back onsite together soon. 

 

Peter Corkill 

Principal 

 

 

 


